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Overseas Council Australia has decided to jump on the PrayerMate
bandwagon and we are launching our prayer feed on the 1st of June!
Why not join us so that you can keep up to date with our latest
prayer needs and those of our partner colleges.
If you would like to follow our prayer feed, you can do it in a few easy steps.
1. You’ll need to download the “PrayerMate” App onto your apple or android device and create a personal
account if you don’t already have it.
2. Once you’ve done that, open it up and you’ll see a plus sign to “Add” content to your prayer feed.
3. Scroll down the page to where you read “Ready-made content and organisations.” You’ll see a box titled
“World mission & Bible Translation.” Click on that.
4. Now just scroll through the list till you see us! Click on us, scroll down the page and click the “Subscribe to
feed” option.
5. Now when you use the app to pray, our prayer points will pop up as you slide through.

We will be regularly posting new prayer points for the colleges with whom we partner
and for OCA, so keep in touch with us and the colleges that you support.
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The Board and Staff of Overseas Council Australia invites supporters to join them in a day of prayer
and fasting for the ministry of our partner Bible colleges and organisation in Australia.
One of OCA’s aims is to increase the amount of prayer that underpins our ministry.
While our quarterly Prayer Alert focuses on a range of needs of our college partners and our weekly More Alert and
Prayer Mate posts focus on immediate issues, the Day of Prayer and Fasting provides prayer support for the strategic
long term elements of the ministry.
We hope the Day of Prayer and Fasting changes us and the world as we bring our major concerns and hopes to our
good God.

OPTION 1
JOIN THE
TELECONFERENCE TO PRAY

OPTION 2
ENCOURAGE YOUR
CHURCH OR FRIENDS

At the three meal times on Tuesday 6th June there
will be a teleconference that you can dial into.
This will be facilitated by Stuart Brooking. Whether
there are a few people or a lot, you can dial in and
take part. Just listen or say your own prayer when
the opportunity is given.
Dial from anywhere in Australia:
1800 200 232 then enter the code 966231#
to be connected.
Teleconference times (AEST) – 7am, 12.30pm, 7pm
(each will last about 30 minutes).
Fasting for one or more meals will open up more
time to pray in your day.

You may like to join with a few
OCA supporters during breakfast,
lunch or dinner time and instead
of eating, you could pray for the
ministry.
To encourage your church you can
ask OCA for more resources such
as videos or PowerPoint slides
to share.

OPTION 3
PRIVATE OR
FAMILY PRAYER
Please put in your diary now a
time when you can especially
focus on OCA’s partner Bible
colleges and our Australian
operations.
It doesn’t have to be Tuesday
6th, but on that day there will
be people around Australia, and
indeed in our partner colleges,
praying for the work.
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From the Executive Director
MY FIFTEENTH YEAR LEADING OCA
It has been an interesting year contemplating
the milestones for our organisation and for me
personally (OCA's 30th Birthday is in August this
year, and my 15th is in February 2018).
One of the things I said to myself when I took the
role of Executive Director was that if I was to 'see
it through to retirement' a few things would have
to happen. First, I would have to keep growing
the organisation to justify holding the leadership
role. The mission of OCA is too important to let it
stagnate!
I imagined for dynamic growth to continue I
would need to modify how I lead four times,
though I wasn't quite sure what that would
really mean. Now I have more of an idea. The first
change for me was moving from when there were
just two employees at OCA to when we had four
or five. I needed to get everything out of my head
and trust the other staff to meet donors, travel
overseas and to keep us working together.
The second change was when we got bigger still
and whole portfolios of work were handed to
other staff, and our leaders had people reporting
to them as well. With eleven staff now, I and we,
are deep in that change. This structure allows us
to keep growing the work.
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OPPOSITE: Rev Dr Stuart Brooking, Executive Director of OCA
pictured with Dr Pradeep Gunner, a graduate of Allahabad Bible
Seminary. Over the last thirty years, Pradeep has grown a dynamic
ministry that trains pastors, church planters, and community
development workers throughout North India.

I figure we're at the start of the third change now, as
the support for and monitoring and evaluation of,
our international ministry will increasingly be picked
up by our many consultants. We have ten consultants
presently, and the number will grow, enabling our
global footprint and impact to keep multiplying
beyond what I and the staff can manage.
I think the fourth change for me will be training a
successor, or at least preparing the organisation to
absorb a new ED and to keep growing. If the Board
remains content with my leadership, that fourth
change will come in my twenty to twenty five-year
mark, after which I shall give thanks for the privilege
of leading OCA, and phase into some semi-retirement
ministry, or two, or three.
Let's see what the Lord does by 2027 through this
amazing mission organisation.

Rev Dr Stuart Brooking
Executive Director

ANNUAL
DINNERS
2017
Our Annual Dinner Series will be held in November this year, featuring a celebration of our 30th Anniversary as our
Executive Director Rev Dr Stuart Brooking shares on the ministry of OCA, our growth journey over the first 30 years
and our vision for the future.
We hope you will be able to join in celebrating with us in your major city.

MELBOURNE: Saturday 11th November
BRISBANE: Monday 13th November
SOUTH COAST: Tuesday 14th November
NEWCASTLE: Friday 17th November
CENTRAL COAST: Friday 17th November
SYDNEY: Saturday 18th November
PERTH: Tuesday 21st November
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1st to 4th JUNE 2017

Giving right thanks
These are the regulations for the fellowship offering anyone may present
to the LORD: If they offer it as an expression of thankfulness, then along
with this thank offering [of an animal] they are to offer thick loaves made
without yeast and with olive oil mixed in, thin loaves made without yeast
and brushed with oil, and thick loaves of the finest flour well-kneaded and
with oil mixed in.

LEV 7:11-12

In the old covenant, it mattered how thankfulness was presented to God. Our approach to a holy God needs to be
considered and intentional. He was to be held in such esteem that even thanking him had regulations.
Join us now in careful approach to our God.
Because of our access through Christ, we have the capacity to thank him for our life, and work, and ministry. We
thank God for the generosity of his people, and for the privilege of being involved in the ministry of OCA.
In the January – March quarter the following funding was possible.

206
STUDENTS
WERE SUPPORTED

Joshua Kenneth George,
faculty at South Asia
Institute for Advanced
Christian Studies, India.
TOP RIGHT Student at
Union Bible Theological
College, Mongolia
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BOTTOM RIGHT Rev
Baby Sigamony, head
of the practical ministry
department
at Allahabad Bible
Seminary, India,
including the Women’s
Tailor Training Project.

16 PROJECTS

WERE COMPLETED, OR CONTINUED, WITH FUNDS GIVEN IN THE LAST QUARTER.

Some projects were small, such as $2,470 given towards the UBTC Mongolia textbook translation
project. Other contributions were part of a much bigger program such as the long standing support we
have given to the Christian Studies Department at Peking University.

19 FACULTY MEMBERS

GAINED FUNDS FOR MASTERS AND DOCTORAL
STUDY GRANTS.

Several faculty members completed their studies from
Myanmar, Pakistan and India and have returned to teach
from the new competence they have gained. This is a key
way to improve the quality of teaching in a Bible college.

PLEASE PRAY
Holy God, we approach you with humility and reverence.
We come also with confidence, because Christ gives us
access to have fellowship with you. In that fellowship, we
thank you for all of life. Thank you for work and leisure,
for family and friends, and for the resources that we can
share with our brothers and sisters who are training for
ministry around the world. Amen.
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5th to 11th JUNE 2017

A letter of thanks from Zarephath
Bible Seminary (ZBS), Pakistan
Dear Rev. Dr. Stuart Brooking,
Greetings in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Saviour.
It is with great pleasure that I am extending our
deepest gratitude for all the support, both in prayers
and finances, for Mrs. Gulnaz’s theological training at
the Asia Graduate School of Theology, Manila.
She has moved back to Rawalpindi and had her first
class on Friday February 11.
It was my privilege to introduce her to a fully packed
class room. I felt as if this was a dream come true. This
was made possible because OCA stood behind us for
all these years and provided support for air travel,
accommodation, living expenses, tuition and the costs
for their three children’s education.
One important part of their children’s education has
been to provide special education for their son, for
which they are extremely grateful.
Another aspect was the training of Gulnaz’s husband,
Mr. Naushad Edwin. He had been involved in PFES
(college students) ministry in Pakistan and had
some Bible training. Since ZBS has a policy to send
both husband and wife overseas for training, OCA
generously agreed to provide all financial needs for his
Master of Divinity (M.Div) as well.
We are thankful for the office staff at the OCA Sydney
office that diligently and faithfully provided all the
needs for the family. We are thankful to all those who
provided financial support through OCA. We have been
praying for those friends in our staff meetings and
chapel hours. They have made a great contribution for
the long term needs of the church in Pakistan.
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Now Gulnaz is one of the few post graduate degree
holders in the country who can teach the M.Div
classes. She specializes (M.Th) in the New Testament.
ZBS will remember this strategic help always because
this has made it possible for us to offer masters level
teaching at ZBS.
We pray for the OCA leadership, staff, and supporters
regularly and cherish the relationship in Christ Jesus.
It has been a privilege, encouragement and joy for
me, as ZBS principal, to visit OCA family and to share
at home gatherings and family gatherings, and to
meet worthy board members. I have been blessed
by Australian brothers and sisters in Christ for their
love for the Lord, and for their keen interest for the
promotion of leadership development in countries like
Pakistan.
It has been fun to have a wide range of discussions
with Rev. Dr. Stuart Brooking during the long drives
on Australian highways. His wife and children opened
their home for my stay and provided the warmth
of a family. I have found him a man of God, with a
down to earth approach for solutions of leadership
development and theological education. I saw in him
a person with clear vision with a workable strategy.

PLEASE PRAY

Your prayers, guidance and financial support for
the last 12 years has made ZBS the leading Bible
college, the only one offering an ATA (Asia Theological
Association) accredited M.Div degree in the country.
The enrolment in 6 different programs stands at 170
this year, the highest among all the Bible colleges
in our land, taught by well qualified teachers, again
whose number is the highest among all Colleges.
Gulnaz being the latest addition!
All Glory to our Almighty God!!
OCA family, you deserve a big THANK YOU!!
With best regards,
ZBS Principal, staff, teachers and students,
Rawalpindi, Pakistan
February 16, 2017

Father we thank you for
the church in Pakistan.
We pray that step by step
you would strengthen the
church through faithful
teaching of your word.
Thank you for raising up
Gulnaz to teach at ZBS
and equipping her with
a love to communicate
to the students. Please
help Gulnaz and Naushad
as they readjust to life
in Pakistan after their
time studying in the
Philippines. Empower
them to minister in your
name both at ZBS and
amongst the University
students. Amen.

I am not sure if I will make again to visit Australia
before I retire, but I am sure that the work which has
been done in the past year to strengthen ZBS as a
theological/Bible training college will bring manifold
fruit. I am confident and pray that the next generation
of leadership at ZBS and OCA will continue to foster
deep relationship and forge ways and means to further
God’s Kingdom.
Naushad Edwin, Gulnaz and their Children
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12th to 18th JUNE 2017

Trained to train others...
it just makes sense!
South Asian Institute of Advanced Christian Studies, Bangalore, India
By Ian Payne, Principal
This phrase really captures what the South Asian
Institute of Advanced Christian Studies (SAIACS) is
all about. Perhaps there is no more strategic way of
contributing to mission than leadership training. Over
the long haul, churches flourish because they have
reproduced leaders that help other disciples flourish.
SAIACS aims to train the trainers. For South Asia we are
making a difference. Of the 1100 SAIACS graduates,
over 360 are (or have been) involved in teaching
in bible colleges. Four bible colleges in India each
have more than five SAIACS graduates. Over twenty
graduates have been Principals. Two have teaching
ministries to pastors of separate networks of over
2000 house churches in North India. The need is vast.
It makes sense to train leaders who will train others.
Let me tell you about one of them—Lohe Keweralo.
When he first came to SAIACS, Keweralo was candid
about having wasted years being a professional thief
and guerrilla fighter in North East India. But the Lord
had touched his life and turned him around. After
some initial bible training, Keweralo came in 2001 to
SAIACS to do a Masters of Theology (MTh) degree. His
aim was to be a better missionary. He had served as
a missionary and then a missionary recruiter in North
India for several years. His MTh studies had exposed
him to the need for urban mission. He returned to
Dimapur, Nagaland, to be a teacher of missionaries.
‘I used to aim to steal from cities. Now,’ he said, ‘I
want to win cities for God.’ His ambition was to train
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missionaries to make a difference — and that is what
he did as Principal of Missionary Research Centre.
Knowing what God has done in his own life fed his
desire to ‘ignite the enthusiasm for Christ and passion
for souls in the lives of my students.’ That excitement,
about what teaching could do, led him to return
to SAIACS where he completed a PhD in mission in
2012. Stuart Brooking asked me one day if there
was a graduate whom we could recommend for an
international Principal role and I mentioned Keweralo.
It wasn’t long before the folk at Mauritius Bible Training
Institute (MBTI) were looking at and then appointing
Keweralo. How exciting it is to see Keweralo’s sphere of
influence expand from city to nation as he works with
MBTI to train and strengthen Christians in Mauritius.
God uses periods of training to forge friendships.
During his studies, one of Keweralo’s friends was Nigel
Kumar. One of SAIACS’ faculty, Nigel has just spent
the last four months of his sabbatical in Mauritius, at
MBTI. It’s been wonderful to see how God uses these
experiences to encourage friends whose lives are
shaped by the same training goal. Paul encouraged
his friend Timothy to ‘teach these truths to other
trustworthy people who will be able to pass them on
to others’ (2 Tim 2:2).
Thank you for your help in making it possible for SAIACS
to launch young leaders like Keweralo. It makes sense
makes sense to train others who will train others.

Ian Payne, SAIACS principal, Inset; Keweralo Lohe, his wife Azole and three daughters.

PLEASE PRAY
Lord we praise you for the strategic impact SAIACS is having in South Asia as it trains leaders who will
train others. With such a vast need, please bring more men and women to SAIACS to be equipped to train
Christian leaders in this region. Thank you for your powerful work of salvation in the life of Keweralo –
please encourage and equip him as he trains and strengthens Christians in Mauritius.
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19th to 25th JUNE 2017

Modelling Christ’s love to families

in the slums of Nairobi

Carlile College, Nairobi, Kenya By Simon Oluoch Ogolla, 2016 graduate
I began my studies at Carlile College back in the year
2013 and, thanks to the Almighty God, successfully
completed them in the year 2016. At Carlile College I
studied the Diploma in Christian Ministry, particularly
with a focus in Urban Mission.
Since the completion of my training at Carlile College
I have been serving in 3 different roles. First, I serve
at one of the Salvation Army Church branches within
Nairobi City called Baba Dogo Corps. Secondly, I work
as an intern with the Centre for Urban Mission, which
is a school of Carlile College. The Centre for Urban
Mission works with churches in the slums of Nairobi
to transform these informal settlements (slums).
Thirdly, I also teach in one of the primary schools at
the Korogocho informal settlement (slum) called
Korogocho Glory Primary and Nursery School.
At the Salvation Army Church, I work in the children’s
ministry as one of the children’s workers, and also
as the co-ordinator of missions within the church. I
also serve in parenting awareness as well as pastoral
ministries.
At the Centre for Urban Mission, I work in the
Children’s Ministry Program. This program engages
local churches within the informal settlements, with a
vision of transforming the communities and churches
to become child friendly. In the Children’s Ministry
department, I have been working as a trainer. In
particular, I train children's workers from the slums
and the informal settlements within Nairobi city.
Most of the children’s workers we train have not had
any previous opportunities to access training, so
this is a chance to strengthen their capacity to work
effectively in children’s ministries. Most of the workers
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are volunteers, while some are selected to serve in
children’s ministries based on their pastor’s analysis
of their ability to relate to children. In the Children’s
Ministry department, I have also been engaged to help
pastors and church leaders grasp the vision of creating
holistic children's ministries and mobilising resources
for the same. Apart from all these, I also teach
parenting courses to help build parents’ capacities in
the city to nurture their children in the ways of the
Lord.
At Korogocho Glory Primary School I work as a teacher.
Korogocho is also my former primary school in which I
undertook my primary schooling. I was called back to
the school as a role model to be emulated, especially
for children from the community who face many
challenges within the slum. Most of the children from
the community, the Korogocho slum, come from poor
and vulnerable families. Because of this, some don’t
complete their schooling, while most of those who
do, find themselves entangled within the community
competing for the little resources available to make
ends meet. There are also other reports of some young
people joining criminal gangs and causing security
threats to the community. In addition to teaching, I am
engaged in pastoral ministry amongst the teachers
and children, as well as providing counselling to
children as required.
Having spent much time in different areas of teaching,
a passion has developed in me to lecture in Christian
ministries with a particular emphasis on children’s
ministry. However, this is only if it is God’s will for my
life. My studies at Carlile College, particularly those in
Urban Mission, have been very relevant to my current
teaching context, and have made me much more

effective in my ministry within the city.
These studies have enhanced my capacity
to engage in ministries that see the holistic
transformation of people’s lives. My
classes at Carlile College on interpreting
the Scriptures have resulted in a great
transformation in me and my teaching,
as I now handle the Scriptures with much
more understanding and compassion.

My studies at
Carlile College
have enhanced my
capacity to engage
in ministries that
see the holistic
transformation of
people’s lives.

TOP Simon with a class at Korogocho Glory Primary School
BOTTOM Simon Oluoch Ogolla speaking

PLEASE PRAY
Compassionate Lord, thank you for the many opportunities you have given Simon to serve you and
for the Centre for Urban Mission at Carlile College. May you use them to shine the light, love and
hope of Christ into the slum areas of Nairobi, and so transform many lives to Your praise and glory.
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26th JUNE to 2nd JULY 2017

A Good Future - reaching
Mongolian street children
with the gospel of Jesus
Union Bible Theological College, Mongolia By Solongo Byambasuren, 2012 UBTC graduate
Greetings from Mongolia! My name is Solongo
Byambasuren. I am a graduate of Union Bible
Theological College (UBTC) in Mongolia. I studied there
from 2008 to 2012 majoring in Social Work Studies
with a minor in Biblical Studies.
After completing my study at UBTC, I established ‘Good
Future,’ a non-governmental organization (NGO) to
reach street children and adolescents with the gospel
of Jesus Christ. The mission of Good Future is to share
the love of God with street children and to care for
them. I first got in touch with street teenagers when I
was doing my Field Education assignment in my third
year at UBTC. Since then, I have been meeting with
them regularly to build relationships. At that time, God
placed a desire in my heart to extend the love of God to
street children and youth.
I lead Good Future NGO. My main roles are to teach,
counsel, disciple and pray with and for the street
adolescents, and to encourage them to grow in the
Lord. I meet the group weekly to teach the Bible and
to have fellowship with them. Currently, Good Future
ministers to forty-two street adolescents. My hope
and prayer is to establish a church that especially cares
for this group of people. I am praying for five of these
young people to become mature Christian leaders in
the future, so that they may effectively reach out to
other street teenagers. I believe their ministry will
be more powerful, effective and incarnate than mine,
because they know and understand the situation of
street children from their own experience. I am very
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grateful to the Lord that He led me to study at UBTC.
There I learned so many useful things, especially
integrating my Bible knowledge with social work,
which had a great impact on my field ministry.
I am very appreciative of the teachers at UBTC: they
exemplified servanthood leadership. They were always
ready to listen to and counsel students. From their
example, I learned how to love, serve, care, shepherd
and counsel others according to the Bible. I think it is
not natural for me to love street teenagers; instead, it
is a gift from God. There were times that I felt I should
discontinue my ministry, but the Lord reminded me
of my calling and kept me on track. The scripture
that encouraged me to persevere over the years was
Proverbs 31:9: “Open your mouth, judge righteously,
and serve justice to the poor and needy.” This gives me
great strength as I minister to the street children.
Children who grow up on the street are vulnerable
and need good psychotherapists or psychologists. I
am praying for someone who is called by God to join
us in serving street children/teenagers. Up to now,
Good Future has been running its activities in different
places; a fixed place would provide much more
stability for our ministry. Do support us in prayer as we
pray for a permanent place for our regular activities.
I praise God for His faithfulness, for He initiated this
ministry and has kept me faithful throughout these
years. I believe that He will accomplish what He has
started through me.

Solongo Byambasuren
UBTC graduate and founder of Good Future NGO

PLEASE PRAY
Loving Lord, thank you for placing a desire in Solongo’s heart to extend the love of God to street children in
Mongolia through Good Future. Thank you for the leadership training she received at UBTC and the model of
servant leadership she can pass on to those she trains. Please provide a permanent place for Good Future’s regular
activities and faithful, gifted Christians to join their team.
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3rd to 9th JULY 2017

Transformed to be a humble
servant leader

PLEASE PRAY
God of all kindness, thank you for
raising up humble servant leaders
such as Shaheen to shepherd your
people in Pakistan and encourage
new leaders. Please help Shaheen
and other Christian leaders trust
and obey you when faced with
challenging situations. Continue to
use ZBS to train humble servanthearted leaders in Pakistan.

Zarephath Bible Seminary

By Ashkenaz Asif – Principal and Mr. Shaheen Qadir – 1994/1996 ZBS graduate
Before joining Zarephath Bible Seminary (ZBS), Mr.
Shaheen worked as a tailor. He accepted the Lord and
had a passion to serve. He had a friend who was an
evangelist and who sold Bibles in the country in various
cities. Shaheen joined him once a year for a month. He
liked it very much and took more interest. These Bibles
were sold to Muslims in the market places. Slowly his
interest grew even more and he decided to learn the
Bible. He got married and soon after joined ZBS as a
student along with his wife. God blessed them with a
daughter. This is his story:
“I started my ZBS journey in 1991 and completed my
diploma course in 1994. In 1996 I also completed my
Bachelor of Theology from ZBS.
When I graduated from ZBS in 1996 I started pastoring
a church and worked as a pastor for 11 years. This
experience gave me a lot of opportunities to help many
people in the church and to establish the church. Along
with my pastoral ministry, I worked as a supervisor at
the Christian Development Society (Christian Boys
Hostel). I joined ZBS in 2005 and started a new type of
ministry working as Field Supervisor. This ministry has
given me a lot of opportunities to use my training and
leadership. I continue to work as Pastor (Part-Time)
along with my work as a Field Supervisor at ZBS.
I learned many things at ZBS during my time there.
But there are two amazing things which changed my
life and ministry – firstly, to love God’s Word and know
how to use it with confidence and, secondly, to serve
as a humble leader.
I thank God that in my leadership roles I learned to
establish my habit to study the Word of God and
meditate on the Scriptures daily, and then apply it to
15 my own life. This great habit, which was started in my

life during my time at ZBS, is still continued in my life.
God’s Word has changed my life. However, it has not
only changed me, but changes many lives when I share
the Word of God. So in two ways ZBS has helped in my
life - by helping me to love His Word and teaching me
to use it properly and accordingly.
The second great contribution ZBS has played in my life
is that I learned to become a servant leader. God has
blessed me with a humble heart and helped mould me
to do my leadership responsibilities with humbleness.
I want to give great thanks that the focus of ZBS was
on God’s Word when I was a student, and that this
focus is still there at ZBS. This great experience is now
transferring into the lives of ZBS students, as well as
into the lives of people in my church, where I teach and
preach.
I also thank God for the life changing experience at
ZBS. I was not a humble person at all, but God changed
me to become a humble servant of God. This attitude
is a blessing for many people in my leadership circle
and many are being blessed through this attitude
which I developed at ZBS.
I give great thanks to God for the safety and family
support He has provided in ministry, as well as the
many ministry opportunities. We thank God for the
freedom we have as Christians in Pakistan. I also praise
God for the amazing ministry of ZBS, which was a great
blessing for me and is now for many more students. I
have many ministry responsibilities in the church and
with ZBS, including serving as a board member which
requires much work. Please pray that God would help
me to be honest in the areas where I serve and to
manage my responsibilities.”

Mr Shaheen Qadir
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10th to 16th JULY 2017

17th to 23rd JULY 2017

A labour of love for the Lord

Madras Theological Seminary & College, Chennai, India By Rev Dr J A David Onesimu, Principal
Dr G. Muthuraj is one of our graduates who is being
greatly used by God, both in India and also out of India,
to train Evangelical leaders. He hails from the Church of
South India. He is married and blessed with two girl
children.
Dr Muthuraj joined Madras Theological Seminary &
College (MTSC) in the year 1993 as a young boy. He still
remembers that day when as a blank fearful student
he entered the Seminary. Now he proudly says that
by the year 1997 when he completed his four years of
Bachelor of Theology Degree, he was determined to be
an evangelical theologian and also to train others for
the purpose of sharing the Gospel. For the 10 years
after studying at MTSC, he went on to further studies –
firstly at the United Theological College in Bangalore,
India (Bachelor of Divinity and Master of Theology
(1999-2005)) and then at Edinburgh University in
Scotland (Ph.D from 2006-2010).
Currently, Dr Muthuraj is a full time faculty member
at the Union Biblical Seminary, Pune, India (Pune is
in western central India, not far from Mumbai) and
serves as Dean of the Theology Department. In his
responsibility as a faculty member, he is training more
than 150 students every year to be future evangelists,
pastors, church-planters and trainers. He is teaching
from graduate-level to doctoral-level students. He has
Dr G. Muthuraj
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a particular interest in mission, and his future vision is
to train evangelical Christian leaders to serve the Lord
in third world countries.
Dr Muthuraj strongly affirms that it is the training
he received from MTSC that helps him now in his
role as a teacher and trainer. He values not only the
academic training he received but, very importantly,
the practical training given during his time at MTSC.
He appreciates the opportunities he had to take on
various responsibilities at MTSC, and to gain practical
exposure to the mission field (during weekends and
camp ministry in summer breaks). These have greatly
helped him successfully impart mission strategies
among his own students.
Dr Muthuraj praises God for the opportunity he has
to live and work for God, together with his various
responsibilities which give him the opportunity to
share the Gospel. He also praises God for helping him
write and publish a book named The Problem with
Inter-Religious Dialogue (Lond Publications).
He asks that we pray for the Lord’s help to train
evangelical theologians, pastors and teachers
amidst the challenge of many liberal / unevangelical
theologies within the Indian church scene. Please
grant Christian leaders the conviction to integrate the
Gospel message with social concern.
PLEASE PRAY
God of the nations, we thank you for Dr Muthuraj, his
family, and the privilege you have given him to train
Christian leaders in India. By your Holy Spirit, help
him to clearly understand and faithfully explain your
truths. Grant him energy, wisdom, patience, grace
and love as he trains leaders for your church, all to
Your glory and praise.

Welcomed to train

Madras Theological Seminary & College, Chennai, India By Rev Dr J A David Onesimu, Principal
Mrs. E. Helena Samuel is one of our former graduates
who are involved in a training ministry, along with her
husband. Helena and her husband are blessed with 2
girl children.

trainer, she is involved in making disciples to share
the gospel. Apart from her responsibilities at ITS, she
involves herself in helping, teaching and training
women and children to be disciples of Jesus Christ.

Helena studied Bachelor of Theology at the Madras
Theological Seminary & College (MTSC) from 19931997. She freshly remembers the stay and the training
given to her to be a bold woman leader in a patriarchal
society.

Helena happily says that what she is today and what
she is doing for Christ is all because of the training
she received from MTSC. She says that at a time when
women were not very much welcomed in ministry,
it was MTSC which gave her the opportunity to be
involved in church ministry. She was involved in
hands-on training, through MTSC’s practical ministry
on weekends and during the camp ministry. It gave her
the faith to grow as a theologian and trainer.

Following her time at MTSC, Helena spent a further
6 years in post-graduate studies, firstly a Bachelor
of Divinity at Serampore College, Kolkata and then a
Master of Theology in Gurukul Lutheran Theological
College & Research Institute, Chennai. She also holds a
Post Graduate Diploma in Clinical Pastoral Counselling
from Christian Medical College, Vellore, India. She has
also served as a Community Development Organizer
with World Vision where she was involved in training
children and their parents, and also women in Christian
education.
Helena’s current teaching ministry is at the Indian
Theological Seminary (ITS), Chennai. As a teacher and

PLEASE PRAY
Loving Lord, we thank you for Mrs Helena Samuel and
her family, and the opportunity you have given her
to be trained as a Christian leader. Thank you for the
opportunity she now has to pass on proper training to
many other Christian women. May she be a faithful
and godly teacher and role model to the women
she trains. Please provide for the safety of Christian
women as they travel to different places to teach and
evangelise.

Helena praises God for the opportunity she has had
to train grass-root level leaders, and especially for
the opportunity to disciple women and children. She
also gives great thanks to God for safeguarding her
all during her life, and especially during travelling
and giving training in different places. She prays that
women be given more opportunity to receive proper
training. This is particularly important, as women can
be a great instrument in evangelizing effectively.

Mrs. E. Helena Samuel
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24th to 30th JULY 2017

Rev Sanjay Kumar with his wife and 2 daughters

From student to faculty member!
The story of the preparing of a Christian leader in Northern India
Allahabad Bible Seminary, Allahabad, India By Rev J. Sundara Raj, Principal
The graduates of Allahabad Bible Seminary (ABS) are
involved in various types of Ministry in various parts of
our nation as well as in Nepal, Kenya and Myanmar.
• 52 % of the students are involved in Pastoral Ministry
• 28% of the graduates are involved in various kinds of
ministry like church planting, working in NGO’s, and
some are social workers.
• 20% of our graduates are involved in training others
or equipping others for the Ministry.
Let me share the story of one of our graduates – Rev
Sanjay Kumar – who now trains others as he serves as
an ABS faculty member.
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Sanjay comes from Himachel Pradesh, a northern state

of India in the Himalayas near to Pakistan, Kashmir and
China, and is married with two girls. Sanjay accepted
the Lord at the age of 22. Sometime later, the Lord
called him for the full time ministry, and he joined the
ministry in Himachel Pradesh. After completing one
year of ministry, the mission leader contacted me and
requested that I consider him for theological studies.
When I prayed I felt the Lord was leading me to take
him as a full time student. Sanjay joined ABS in July
2000 and completed his Bachelor of Theology (B.Th.) in
2004. After completing his B.Th., he was sent to serve
as a Bible teacher in a regional Bible school and as a
missionary in Himachel Pradesh.
During his stay at ABS, I felt that he might be suitable
as a potential faculty for ABS, so I made sure to keep

PLEASE PRAY
Sovereign Lord, thank you for the journey you have taken Sanjay on – from accepting you as Lord, being called
to full time ministry and equipped to train other Christian leaders during many years of study and practical
ministries. Thank you for the gift of teaching you have given Sanjay. We pray you would use him and other ABS
faculty to prepare many godly leaders to faithfully proclaim Christ to the people of northern India.
in touch with him. After two years of field experience,
Sanjay was invited back to ABS to do his Bachelor of
Divinity (B.D.), which he completed in 2007. During
this time, I closely observed him and definitely realized
that he could be a faculty member of ABS. After
his graduation, ABS deputed him to Calcutta Bible
Seminary where he served as a faculty member for two
years, teaching various subjects. Since ABS wanted a
teacher in religions, we encouraged him to study the
Sanskrit language and complete his Master of Theology
(M.Th.) studies. Under the ABS faculty development
program, Sanjay was sent do his M.Th. studies in the
field of Religion and Philosophy. After completing his
M.Th. in 2011 he joined us at ABS.
Today Sanjay serves as a full time faculty member

at ABS in the field of religion. We praise the Lord for
gifting him with the skill of teaching and for his keen
interest in teaching. He goes with the students to the
various fields (practical ministry) and teaches them
how to use the things they have learned in the class
room. Sanjay also serves as the Dean for the ABS
Extension Department where more than 2500 students
are studying theology from all over India. He visits
various places where our grass root evangelists are
doing their ministry and take the residential sessions.
As I was going through his record we found that
Sanjay’s first studies – his Bachelor of Theology degree
- was sponsored by Overseas Council Australia. We
thank God for this!
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31st JULY to 6th AUGUST 2017

7th to 13th AUGUST 2017

Equipping the Church in the
Arab World

The Arab Baptist Theological Seminary (ABTS) trains Christian leaders from many parts of the Arab World. Here
are the stories of two graduates who returned home and are now training Christian leaders in their homelands.

Arab Baptist Theological Seminary, Lebanon

By Abu, 2000 Master of Divinity Theology Graduate from MoroccoSonneman

By Bashar, 2012 Certificate in Theology Graduate from Algeria

Upon graduation from ABTS in 2000, I returned to
Morocco and settled in Casablanca where ministry
developed into discipleship, teaching and church
planting in areas that are deprived of home churches.

After graduation, I returned to Algeria to serve in a
discipleship and minister formation school in the West of
Algeria. The aim of this school is to help every student to
grow in God’s love and knowledge, and to prepare each
student for serving God. The majority of the students
who study at our school get involved in the ministry
either at their local churches or through starting home
groups in areas where there are no churches.

Through the diligence of our home church, in
collaboration with several Moroccan churches that share
our vision, direction and doctrine, we were able in 2008
to establish a discipleship school where the focus is on
teaching and discipleship, rather than getting a degree.
We adapt to the educational level of our students. To a
person with a humble education, we avoid delving deep
into theological theories and schools. To a college-level
student, we provide comprehensive sources in order to
increase his knowledge and present him with different
theories.
Our school offers many courses including Inductive Study
of the Bible, The Book of Acts, Church History, Systematic
Theology, Doctrines of the Bible, and Spiritual and
Practical life of A Servant. I teach New Testament Survey,
Old Testament Survey and Christian Apologetics.
I have benefitted greatly from the courses I learned at
ABTS, especially the Homiletics course taught by pastor
Ghassan Khalaf. I always refer to this course when I teach
it. Another course I benefitted from is Spiritual Gifts,
taught by pastor Riad Kassis. I present its material in the
Spiritual and Practical life of A Servant course.
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I thank God for protecting me and my spiritual family. I
thank the Lord so much for His faithfulness all throughout

the year and for the brothers and sisters who support the
ministry in my country. I thank my family, my wife and
kids, who support me in my ministry. Please pray that
the Lord would protect His servants who are present in
the field. Also, pray for us that the Lord would lead us
to those who are seeking the truth. Finally, pray that we
may be faithful in the ministry.
PLEASE PRAY
Mighty Lord, thank you for your protection,
faithfulness and provision of Christian
love and support to Abu, his family and
the Moroccan church. Protect those who
serve you, grant them faithfulness in their
ministries and lead them to those who seek
your truth.

My role includes looking for teachers because we need
a new teacher every week in order to teach a suggested
topic. I teach the students from the courses I took at
ABTS such as Hermeneutics, Christian Doctrine and The
Art of Public Speaking. The Christian Doctrine course
at ABTS provides answers to important questions I am
asked in Algeria about the Trinity, the Son of God and
the Muslim ideas about the falsification of Scripture.
The Hermeneutics course I took at ABTS has helped me

greatly in explaining God’s Word to the believers through
understanding the historical, social and cultural context
of the text, leading to a sound interpretation of God’s
Word, which in turn leads to proper application.
Please pray that the Lord would open doors for nonAlgerian teachers to get visas. This is now a difficult
process, as the Algerian government has come up with
a law requiring them to get a religious visa. Please pray
that we would start a level two program in our school
because many have finished level one. Also, please pray
that more spiritual gifts will be manifest in the Algerian
church.

PLEASE PRAY
Faithful Lord, thank you for equipping Bashar
to teach and train Christians in Algeria. Please
help every student to grow in God’s love and
knowledge, and prepare them to faithfully
serve you. Please provide the Christian
teachers and leaders needed to sustain and
grow your people in Algeria.

Christian training in the Middle East
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14th to 20th AUGUST 2017

Starting out – a new Rwandan
Christian leader looks forward
By Innocent Manirafasha, 2016 graduate from George Whitfield College, South Africa
Innocent Manirafasha graduated from George Whitfield College at the end of 2016. He returned to his home
country of Rwanda where he is involved in church planting ministry. Innocent writes:
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I am currently leading a new church plant in the heart of
Kigali city, the capital city of Rwanda. It is a city booming
with business. There are many churches here, but little
or none of what is being fed to the sheep is God’s Word.
There is no clear Children’s ministry in these churches
too. So, as we seek to reach out to the inhabitants of
this city, we are focusing on Children’s ministry. Our
church is called “Gospel Community Church”. We started
our Sunday gatherings on 15th Jan 2017 and we are
about 40 adults so far with more than 20 children in our
ministry. My role is the senior pastor and we have also
managed to recruit a Children’s Worker.
There are 3 main challenges currently facing the Church in
Rwanda. Firstly, there is a lack of sound Bible teaching in
churches. The issues range from a lack of understanding
in the Gospel as being the gift of God by Grace to all who
believe, to the lack of sound pulpit preaching in churches.
Secondly there is a lack of Discipleship. Many Christians
have only prayed the sinner’s prayer but haven’t then
been helped to lay foundations in their faith which will
help them to be assured of their salvation. Many do not
know how to read their Bibles for personal devotions,
and hence live a typically non-Christian life and become
prey to the up-coming prosperity gospel. Thirdly, there
are issues of Church leadership. Leaders have little
or no ministry training, and many churches have had
characteristically “bad” leadership crises occasioned
by sins such as robbery of church funds, divisions over
power hunger etc.

Within this challenging context, our vision at Gospel
Community Church is - for God’s Glory - “to be a
community of reproducing disciples, committed to
the faithful proclamation of the Word of God to reach
all nations”. The authority of the Bible, the preaching
of God’s Gospel and being committed to pursue Christ
faithfully are our key emphases.
Our leadership structure - whereby the Senior Pastor
is not the Legal Representative but the Chairman of
the Board of Elders (who cannot be the Senior Pastor
though he is one of the Elders) - is also aimed at laying
a foundation for accountability and to counter any sinful
attempt to abuse leadership.
We are committed to training, outsourcing and sending
labourers out to plant similar churches in Rwanda, as we
also encourage the existing ones wherever we can. We
pray for a Church Planting movement, with more and
more churches like Gospel Community Church starting.
The training I received at GWC has been a great help in
leading this new church. Some of the key things I have
utilized have been the understanding of the Gospel as
centred on Christ, the Bible as one message of Christ,
and the doctrine courses such as the Person and Work of
Christ as the heart on which faith is founded. Preaching
the Bible has been my major job now, so preaching
practices at GWC have been so invaluable to me these
last 2 months. I have also drawn from the Church
leadership courses and Pastoral counselling as I lead the

church in general, and recently as we were having our
first wedding and Holy Communion.
We praise God for the growth in the Children’s ministry
and for the Church leadership (a team of 5 elders) and
the members who are so willing to serve in the church. It
is a great encouragement to me and I believe it is a great
praise to God too.
We pray for more resources to do the work here. We need
more people to carry the load of the children’s ministry.
It seems that the ministry is growing fast, so we need
more teachers and helpers to keep teaching the Word
to these kids in a more efficient manner. We pray also
for more funds as we seek to get our own church venue
because renting is quite expensive in Kigali.
Your prayers and advice are so invaluable and very
welcome.

PLEASE PRAY
Lord of truth and light, we thank you for the
people of Rwanda and pray that the light of
the gospel would shine brightly in this place,
transforming many lives for Christ. Please
raise up godly Christian leaders, whose lives
are transformed by your truth and who will
faithfully care for your people. Thank you for
GWC and the significant role it has played in
equipping Innocent for his current role. Give
him faithfulness, wisdom, humility and grace
as he leads the Gospel Community Church
and seeks to train and disciple many more
Christian leaders.

Innocent Manirafasha (on the left in top photo) and his church family at Gospel Community Church
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21st to 31st AUGUST 2017

Students seeking sponsorship
JAWIN
College: Tyrannus Bible College, Indonesia
Course: Bachelor of Theology Anticipated Graduation: July 2020
I enrolled at Tyrannus Bible College to learn a deeper understanding of the Old and New
Testaments. The more I understand God’s Word, the better I can understand His plans. After
I graduate I want to serve as a bible school teacher or pastor.

HANNAH
College: Myanmar Evangelical Graduate School of Theology, Myanmar
Course: Master of Divinity Anticipated Graduation: February 2018
All my family are believers. I have learnt a lot from my studies at MEGST. Homiletics has
helped me be confident when preaching a sermon and also in my practical life. Studying
at MEGST equips me with the Word of God and how to live and share it with others. This is
something our nation greatly needs.

JEBA DAVID
College: Allahabad Bible Seminary, India
Course: Bachelor of Theology Anticipated Graduation: April 2020
I was born into a Christian family and my father is a pastor. I committed my life to ministry
when I was 12 years old. I came to this college to study theology and when I graduate I want
to serve in ministry to the youth of India. Reaching the unreached and the future pillars of
the church is my vision.

FOR MORE

PLEASE CONTACT

SPONSORING

1300 889 593

INFORMATION ON

A STUDENT

26

LINDA ON

PLEASE PRAY

HAROON SHAD

We are grateful to you Father for the young
men and women who have dedicated
themselves to you in ministry. May their time
of study provide the foundation for years
of faithful service teaching your word and
reaching out to the world.

College: Zarephath Bible Seminary, Pakistan
Course: Bachelor of Theology Anticipated Graduation: December 2019
I was raised in a Christian family and attended lectures at my local church run by my pastor. I gave my
life in service to Christ after attending a Christian convention. After my graduation, I seek to serve as a
church pastor.
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