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FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
I preached a series of twelve sermons in our church a few years back based
on the different gifts that Christ gives to his people. A key refrain I had was
that, for nearly all the gifts, we need to realise that God calls all of us to do
each one in our everyday life as a Christian, but to some people he gives
the gift. For example, we are all to share the faith with other people, but
some have the gift of evangelism. We are all to show mercy, but some have
the gift of mercy. This is true too for hospitality, which is our theme for this
Prayer Alert.
In studying hospitality in the Scriptures, I was struck by the root of the
word – ‘xenophilia’ - love of the other. That word has not come across into
English, but it’s opposite has – ‘xenophobia’ – fear of the other. What a
delightful counter-cultural reality the Bible gives us, yet again. We are all
called to live out of love for people who are different to us, and to do this
through our generous welcome.
I was visiting a church recently in Canberra and a new person showed up
from a French speaking African Embassy. He arrived in Australia the day
before with only twenty words in English. It was lovely to see how normal it
was for the Christians to take an interest in him, find a few French speakers
to chat to him, and of course invite him out for lunch. That’s normal church
behaviour – praise the Lord!
In this Prayer Alert we asked our college partners to reflect on both the
theory and the practice of hospitality in their context, together with how
the local culture reinforces Biblical behaviour, or is challenged by it. I hope
it encourages you to pray for them and for yourself.

Rev Dr Stuart Brooking
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In a recent article titled "Theology of the Future" published in Christianity Today, the British scholar NT Wright
draws attention to the importance of quality training for leaders, for the health of the church. He wrote:

THE CHALLENGE OF OUR TIME
Despite what cynical critics think, the Christian faith is growing and expanding. The Pew Research Center estimates
that there will be 3 billion Christians by 2050, most of these in countries with little opportunity for further or
higher education and minimal seminary provision. But without rigorous theological study, in its widest senses,
the global church will be vulnerable to distorted or lopsided teaching. In particular, it will not be equipped to
address the big questions that the wider world is asking and that emerge in new forms with every generation and
every cultural shift.
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1st to 9th JUNE 2019

THANKSGIVING FOR
THE WIDOW’S MITE
Truly I say to you that this poor widow
has put more into the treasury than
all the others.
MARK 12:43
We are blessed at OCA with many large donors. A few give hundreds of
thousands each year. Many give over $10,000 each year and we have over 100
donors who support one student for $2,200. We also have a faithful group of
donors who contribute smaller amounts, including some literal widows. We
are grateful for them all.
In our Thanksgiving pages we often reference the larger donations since they
make up the bigger portion of our income. In this edition of Prayer Alert, I
want to acknowledge the $300 that came for computers at CLTC, the $674 that
came for the publication ministries at Lanka Bible College and the $120 that
came for libraries in Africa.
At OCA we don’t think every Christian should support our work, nor every
church. Our fund raisers’ job is to find the people who ‘get what we are about’.
The long-term strategic nature of our ministry is different from many and it
only appeals to about 3-5% of Christians (that’s my guess). So, we get excited
about anyone who indeed gets what we are doing and commits to give. It is a
joy to know that prayers are attached to giving and it is lovely to hear so many
reports from our supporters about how they do pray for our ministry using
Prayer Alert and our weekly More Alert.
Thanks be to God for the generosity of his people towards the young men and
women in our partner colleges who are seeking to learn his Word and minister
in his name.
In the past quarter we raised over $160,000 towards 17 projects and 205
students.
Stuart Brooking

P.S. if you would like to get our More Alert sent by email please contact the
office. It has just four or five of the latest prayer needs that partner colleges
send in and is a way of keeping more up to date with college happenings..

05

Library at George Whitefield College, South Africa
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10th to 16th JUNE 2019

MORE
ALERT
Join with us in in prayer for our partners throughout the globe.
CHRISTIAN LEADERS TRAINING COLLEGE, PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Praise God for the financial support of the company who runs the College’s poultry operation.
Pray for success of this company and for good relationships with the College. Pray for the
installation of solar panels on the hatchery building. This has been funded from New Zealand
and is the start of a comprehensive plan to reduce reliance on PNG Power and generators.
Pray for final year MTh and BTh students working on thesis research. Pray for God’s wisdom,
health and strength.

JOIN US IN PRAYER WITH OUR WEEKLY

MORE
ALERT

GEORGE WHITFIELD COLLEGE, SOUTH AFRICA
Give thanks to the Lord for GWC’s EXPLORE correspondence course which has been extending
the reach of theological education on the African continent. This self-study course is designed
especially for Africans and aims to deepen Christians’ knowledge of God and his plan for the
world, so they can serve him better, and teach and share the gospel in their local churches and
workplaces.
Pray for GWC alumnus, Jimmy Kidega as he plans for an Explore promotion in Northern
Uganda. Pray that God will smooth the way and that many will attend.
Please pray for wisdom for Moses Jawara, in Sierra Leone and Macauley Gedeo, in Liberia as
they plan how to use Explore to reach the youth of their countries.

ARAB BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, LEBANON
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Please join in praying for these first-year students Yaser from Syria – ‘Please pray that my parents accept the Lord Jesus. Pray for Syria, Iraq and all
countries where war still exists. Pray for me, as well, that I would start a ministry in Syria that
calls against conflict and calls for love instead.'
Saleem from Jordan – ‘Please pray for my future ministry. I would like to start an elderly
home in my country and a Bible school. I also hope to focus on pastoral work, apologetics and
working with young adults.’
Mahmoud from Egypt - ‘Please pray for my education here and pray that I would continue to
have an influential role in my country amid my people. I also ask you to pray for new believers
to be smoothly integrated within the Egyptian Church.’

Keep up to date with the happenings of our colleges
with our weekly More Alert. More Alert has just four
or five of the latest prayer needs sent to us by our
partner colleges.
To get our More Alert sent by email
please contact the office at

office@overseascouncil.com.au
or on 1300 88 9593
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17th to 23rd JUNE 2019

AHLA W SAHLA (WELCOME)!
By Teresa Sfeir, Communications Officer, Arab Baptist Theological Seminary, Lebanon
Ahla w Sahla (Welcome)! This common Lebanese
expression of welcome is found, in all its dialectical
variants, across the Middle East. We take pride in
the virtue of hospitality. We are adamant to invite
someone over for kahwa (coffee) or a meal.
However, the Lebanese Civil War (1975-1990)
caused much segregation and rising mistrust among
Christians and Muslims, such that welcoming
strangers itself became a foreign concept. This
war turned the life of Lebanese citizens into a life
of controls, checkpoints, segregation, curfew and
anxiety. The war ended in 1990, but its scars remain
even today. Ask any Lebanese citizen, and they will
tell you which areas (of land) are predominantly
Christian, and which are predominantly Muslim.
Even though all Lebanese people have access to
all Lebanese areas no matter their religion, there
remains an ingrained fear of the “stranger” or “other”
entering our quarters.
What then has become of genuine openness and
hospitality? The Arab Church can help restore
that through welcoming people from other faiths
and having a sincere interest in their culture and
traditions. This gives room for the “kerygmatic”
approach to peacebuilding (the Greek word Kerygma
means “proclamation”) through interfaith dialogue,
where Christians can respectfully learn about the
Muslim faith and present to Muslims an undiluted
form of the gospel.

What better way to start than with youth – a clean
slate that has not been stained by the atrocities of
war. Although the context may slightly differ from
one Arab country to another, the need for interfaith
dialogue and peacebuilding remains one. The Arab
Baptist Theological Seminary (ABTS) Institute of
Middle East Studies’ first peacebuilding initiative,
Khebz w Meleh, brings together Christian and Muslim
youths to share meals, openly discuss their faith
together, and act for the common good of their local
communities. Khebz w Meleh literally means “Bread
and Salt” in Arabic. It is used to signify strong bonds
of trust between individuals or groups who become
close friends.
Last year, the ABTS formed six Khebz w Meleh groups
made up of Christian and Muslim youth in different
areas across Lebanon. Each group directly impacted
14 youth and their families. Through ABTS students
and graduates, twelve regional groups were also
formed, mainly in Egypt, Sudan and South Sudan.
One girl from the Omdurman Sudan group says,
“I was raised in a Christian household and studied
in Christian schools. I had no friends outside my
circle. After getting to know the participants from
other faiths, I felt the love and acceptance among us
despite our differences. I am going to do my best to
interact with everyone, regardless of their faith, race,
age, or gender. Thank you so much for inviting me to
take part in the program!”

Christian and Muslim youths sharing a meal together

PLEASE PRAY
Our loving Father God, we praise you that in your Gospel we have peace with you, through our Lord Jesus Christ
(Romans 5:1) and that in turn you help us by your Spirit to show your love and peace to others. Thank you for the
first peacebuilding initiative at ABTS - Khebz w Meleh – which has brought together Christian and Muslim youths in
respectful dialogue. May you bless all future initiatives and help your people to ‘be ready to do whatever is good, to
slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and always to be gentle toward everyone' (Titus 3:1). Please help
09 your people in Lebanon form new relationships by which your good Kingdom purposes can flourish. Amen.

Dialogue at a Khebz w Meleh group in Lebanon
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24th to 30th JUNE 2019

WEST MEETS EAST?
By a friend from China
As one of Chinese origin, I have now lived in the west
for over 30 years of my adult life. Recently, I was
visiting a Chinese friend who left China as a child
and has also lived in the west for over 30 years. I was
being politely asked whether I'd care for anything or
water to drink. Being Chinese, my natural instinct
was to answer “No, I’m fine. Thank you.” So, I got
nothing. Deep down I could use some water, but my
host was clearly a westerner by now and treated me
according to my reply. With a typical Chinese host, a
guest like myself would get water or tea regardless of
my reply. Is this simple interchange confusing to you?
What would you do in situations like these?

You don’t want more food but your host keeps
giving it to you.
You want something but your host doesn't offer it
to you.
Your host always orders an enormous amount of
food.
Your host expresses some interest in our faith, but
their body language clearly indicates no interest
when you share your faith.
The list can go on and get more complex, but you get
my point.
Why doesn’t the Chinese say what’s really on their
mind?!
What does the Bible say about how to behave in
situations like the above? As a Christian, what is the
proper response? The Bible contains several passages
relating to hospitality. At the beginning of Genesis,
Abraham received guests and later realised they were
angels. John 1-3 teaches us to graciously host God’s
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servants, although with some discernment. Romans
12:13 says - “Share with the Lord’s people who are in
need. Practice hospitality.” 1 Peter 4:9 says – “Offer
hospitality to one another without grumbling.” These
passages seem to apply more to a host. But how can
you be a gracious guest, specifically to Chinese hosts,
whether in China or overseas?
Would it be helpful to understand some of the
Chinese customs and culture of hosting? A Chinese
teaching says one of life’s big happiness is when a
friend visits you from far away. Another says that
one borrows from the neighbor so that his guests are
treated well. Similarly, a folktale tells the story of a
host chasing away his guest’s horse so that he has to
stay and enjoy the host's hospitality. From these, we
see that a Chinese host will go out of their way to give
their guests the best. On the other hand, a Chinese
guest will usually say no to the host’s offering but
accept whatever is given. The rationale is so that the
host’s burden is minimized. Clearly, this goes against
Western intuition, but it gives us a glimpse into the
Chinese way of thinking.

like the uncomplicated Western style and
straightforwardness, which makes them more
relaxed. Personally, I enjoy the Chinese way of
hospitality to a certain extent, but I also like
the western way of being uncomplicated and
genuine. A good Chinese saying of ‘combining
the best of the East and the West’ is the best
way. As a western Christian, what would you
do? My recommendation is to be genuine,
led by the Holy Spirit. Hopefully, Jesus inside
you is being displayed naturally, and thus is
welcomed by all.

PLEASE PRAY
Mighty God, thankyou that you welcome people from
all nations to know and delight in you, and for the
Lord Jesus Christ who makes this possible. We praise
you for the great and rich future banquet in the new
creation that you have prepared for all those who
trust in the name of Jesus. This side of heaven, please
grant your people wisdom, generosity and humility
as we accept hospitality from and provide hospitality
to one another. Especially help us in cross-cultural
situations when the meaning of words and actions
is not so clear. Help us to ‘give our best’ to whoever
you sovereignly bring across our paths. May your
Spirit cause the light and goodness of Christ to be
naturally displayed in us as we relate to others, so that
your Name is honoured and your Kingdom extended.
Amen

Students sharing a meal

When being a guest of a Chinese host, what do you
do? Show you have received your host’s hospitality,
which is his giving you his best, regardless of whether
you want it or not. The biblical principle of giving
the best is no contradiction to Chinese culture.
Since your host is giving you his best, perhaps
you may return the favor by giving him your best,
which can be the westerner’s lack of complication
and straightforwardness. Chinese hosts tend to
go unnecessarily overboard, sometimes beyond
their means. My own experience showed me that
many of my Chinese hosts later admit that they

12

1st to 7th JULY 2019

HOSPITALITY THAT BRINGS
LOVE AND FORGIVENESS

By Dr William Kenny Longgar, DMiss - Principal, Christian Leaders Training College (CLTC), Papua New Guinea

HOSPITALITY IN TRADITIONAL
MELANESIAN SOCIETIES
Traditionally, Melanesian societies survive through
relationship and sharing. Dialectically, sharing is
the product of relationship and, at the same time,
relationship is the product of sharing. Both enhance
and strengthen each other. Hospitality comes into
that total picture of relationship and sharing. The
most serious breach of values committed against a
Melanesian community is not adultery, murder and
so on, although they are serious, but greed. A greedy
person was often ostracized by the community,
because he or she was a liability to the survival and
well-being of a community.
Traditionally, sharing and hospitality were
strengthened by the whole emphasis on reciprocity.
Reciprocity ensured that there was never a needy
person in society, because people shared what they
had with those who did not have.
One of the functional strengths of hospitality was
that it was always extended to those in need, and to

travelers. Relationships were maintained through
reciprocity. That is, a relationship tending towards
equality is sustained between members by giving and
receiving, by helping and being helped. That equality
is summed up in this way; “Do unto others what you
would like them do unto you.” Hospitality was often
given, but society always expected that hospitality be
reciprocated at the level it was given.
The second functional strength of hospitality is
perceived in the context of the negative aspect of
reciprocity (retributive nature) - “an eye for an eye,
and a tooth for tooth”. Like most societies, wrongful
behavior created imbalances in all aspects of
community living. In Melanesian societies, sharing
and hospitality always served to recreate balance
and peace (social equilibrium) in society, through the
restoration of relationships.

A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE ON
HOSPITALITY
Our God is a hospitable God who shared with us his
love, fully demonstrated in the giving of his Son to a
lost humanity. As a result, when we believe in him
we can find and have life in him (John 3:16), life in
its fullness (John 10:10), hence becoming “children of
God” (John 1:12).
The central motif of God’s hospitality is ‘love’ and
‘forgiveness’. Human hospitality, even at its best,
is very selective. In contrast, God’s hospitality is
inclusive, embracing all human beings. God invites
every man and woman, in spite of age, status, race

and ethnicity to partake in his gift of salvation. The
invitation to find rest in Christ (Matt. 11:30) is to all
who heed and accept it.
Church ministries must also be seen in the context of
hospitality. Christian hospitality extends the same
love, mercy and forgiveness of God as we reach out
to people. Henri Nouwen in his famous concept of the
“wounded healer” speaks of hospitality as providing
healing to those who are wounded deeply.
In conclusion, hospitality is basic to who we are as
followers of Christ. It is a practice which touches every
aspect of our lives. Our churches, our homes, our place
of work and ministries should be opportunities for
giving hospitality.

Preparing for a Mu Mu (underground cooking) feast at CLTC

The third functional strength of hospitality was the
advancement of the identity of the clan or community
that one came from. Hospitality gave an individual
a deep sense of belonging to a family, a clan and/or
community that practices hospitality.

PLEASE PRAY
We praise you our Lord that your hospitality is inclusive, embracing all human beings. Thank you
that you invite every man and woman, in spite of age, status, race and ethnicity to partake in your
gift of salvation and to find rest in Christ and life in all its fullness.
Lord, help your people at CLTC, and more broadly in Papua New Guinea and other Melanesian
communities, to rejoice in your generosity to them in Christ. May their hospitality not just restore
‘equilibrium’ to relationships, but may they be your ambassadors, displaying and extending your
love, mercy and forgiveness to their communities. Amen.
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8th to 14th JULY 2019

HOSPITALITY WITH
A COLOMBIAN FLAVOR

By Ginna Ruiz, Mentor for the Online Theology Program,
Fundacion Universitaria Seminario Biblico de Colombia (FUSBC), Medelllin, Colombia
Colombia is known for the hospitality of its people. We
are a country that welcomes, hosts and looks after our
guests. However, the great diversity between regions
in the country means differences in the openness
with which hospitality is extended. At one extreme
there is ‘not taking people to your home’, while at
the other there are open doors where acquaintances
can arrive unannounced, bypassing hospitality
mediated by formal invitations. Relationships (and
therefore hospitality) in the cities of the interior of
the country tend to be more formal and constrained,
while in coastal and rural areas warmth, kindness and
attention to visitors (invited or not) are spontaneous.
FUSBC is an educational community with people
from diverse regions of the country and from
different countries. As a result, the concept and
practice of hospitality at FUSBC corresponds not
only to cultural perspectives, but are shaped by the
biblical principle of welcoming strangers and caring
for others, as expressions of loving our neighbours.
Our understanding and practice is nurtured by: Jesus’
instructions to provide food and drink to those in
need and to house the stranger (Matthew 25:31-46);
Jesus’ example of washing the feet of his disciples
and fixing breakfast for them (John 13:4-17; 21:913); the early church’s practice (Acts 2:42; 6:19); and
exhortations from the New Testament epistles to
practice hospitality (for example see Romans 12:13
and Hebrews 13:2).
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our comfort, our selfishness, our personal and private
space. Yet, it certainly makes us grow in generosity
and obedience to God. At FUSBC hospitality is
practiced when we open our homes to those who
travel to participate in academic events organized by
the school, when we welcome among us pastors who
need a place of refuge due to violence in their regions
or due to personal tragedy, and when we share our
table with one another.

PLEASE PRAY
Our loving God, who welcomes the stranger and the alien, thank you for the radical love and sacrifice
that Jesus showed during his time on this earth. Thankyou that, through your Word and Spirit, you
have caused your love to be made known to the faculty, staff and students of FUSBC. May your Spirit
help them to keep dying to self, comfort, selfishness and the desire for personal space as they lovingly
share, listen, care for others, cook, clean, and so on. Remind them of your great love and generosity
so they can continue to ‘open the doors of the house and the heart’ to whoever you bring across their
paths. Amen.

Home at FUSBC for a pastor and his family

Members of the community extend hospitality in
special ways to individual students from other parts of
the country or from abroad. This hospitality extends
to providing for their economic and emotional needs,
since they are far away from family. To welcome them
in one’s house is to offer them a new home, to invite
them to participate in the dynamics of our families
playing, talking, cooking and sharing food. To be
hospitable is to open the doors of the house and the
heart.

Being hospitable is not easy. It involves sharing what
you have, listening to others, looking after them,
cleaning, cooking … it means dying to ourselves,
Sharing a family meal with an FUSBC student.
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15th to 21st JULY 2019

HOSPITALITY – A GIFT OF
GRACE TO DEMONSTRATE
GOD'S LOVE
By Dr Ashish Chrispal, Senior Advisor, Overseas Council USA
Some years back I was in Singapore with a few friends.
On Sunday morning we went to an evangelical church,
where we were welcomed by two ushers with broad
smiles at the gate of the compound. One of them led
us up to the building, where we were introduced to
the next usher, who led us to the worship sanctuary.
As soon as we occupied our seats, a lady came to us,
introduced herself, asked about us, enquired about
our lunch plans and then, after the worship, took us
to a restaurant for lunch.
At lunch she explained that hospitality is part of their
discipleship training. She shared her testimony and
explained about the ministry and growth of this
church. I continue to remember that experience - a
lively church which helped its members learn to
welcome strangers and be hospitable to them - as a
step forward toward opening the doors of the church.
I am also reminded of a famous Indian dictum: Atithi
Devo Bhava (Sanskrit). Translated, this roughly means
‘a guest is a person without date’ (Atithi), who ‘must
be revered like a god’ (Devo Bhava). In the past, this
dictum led many Indian Christian families to practice
hospitality. They invited newcomers to the church
for table fellowship, helping the newcomers to find
friends in a new environment. However, the exercise
of hospitality is losing ground amidst the urban,
mega-church syndrome. This seems to be due to the
inward ‘ghetto’ mentality of the church, along with a
fear of strangers and of the unknown.

17 The Bible speaks of hospitality as a gift of the Holy

Spirit (Romans 12:13). It is charismata – a gift of
grace, and a demonstration of God's love. As an
exemplar of hospitality, Hebrews 13:2 alludes to the
Genesis 18 story of Abraham welcoming the Lord
himself as three strangers.
During the first century AD, there were few inns
where a traveler could stay and most were notoriously
immoral, unhygienic and expensive. For Christians
serving in itinerant ministries, the home of a fellow
believer exercising the gift of hospitality was a
most welcome place for those in the body of Christ.
Hospitality literally means "love for a stranger, a
non-acquaintance”. Philadelphia (love for sisters and
brothers) has to be balanced by philoxenia (love for a
stranger). It is an indispensable expression of God’s
love experienced by his people. It is even included as
a qualification of an elder (for example see 1 Timothy
3:2 and Titus 1:8) and Paul urges it to be pursued, not
merely exercised. Hospitality testifies to the process
of the renewal of mind (see Romans 12:2 and then
Romans 12:9-13).
Jesus Christ's incarnation and the cross are emblems of
God’s hospitality for us - previously strangers, and even
enemies of God. Christ accepted the contamination
and vulnerability of human flesh to invite us into his
family. Jesus in his earthly life exercised hospitality
by inviting the sinners, the marginalised, the outcasts
and the rejected to enjoy table fellowship with him.
Jesus also pictured the culmination of the Lord's
supper in the final banquet. By giving his life on the

PLEASE PRAY
cross with open arms, he embraces us as his guests.
The final vision of the banquet is also precursored by
the crucified and risen Saviour's inviting His disciples
to the breakfast at the sea of Tiberius (John 2:9, 1213). It is therefore not surprising that Matthew 25:346 includes hospitality for strangers as one of the
criterions of judgment. It is also Christ's identification
with the stranger who receives a demonstration of
Christian love.
Today the need is for the church – the family of
families - to exercise this gift of hospitality. Christian
homes should become centres for sharing the Gospel,
for teaching and fellowship. Students, IT techies,
medicos, refugees and other young people coming
from different nations or provinces have no families
in their cities of migration. For such ‘strangers’, the
opening of Christian homes can provide haven and a
secure environment – a home away from home. As
Christians give the gift of hospitality, their homes
become a place to meet the crucified and risen
Lord. For people of other faiths who find it difficult
to come to church buildings, such hospitality also
opens a place to come and learn of God’s love in
action. In many Asian nations, new believers have
come to Christ through the House Church movement.
Christian homes provide an avenue for a free and open
exchange of faith understanding.

Heavenly Father, we praise and thank you
for embracing us as your guests as you sent
the Lord Jesus Christ to this world to live and
die and rise for us – even while we were
strangers and enemies to you. Thankyou
Lord Jesus that you were willing to accept the
contamination and vulnerability of human
flesh so we could be invited into your family.
Be with your people in India. Help them to
truly know and experience your love as they
receive hospitality from other Christians.
May your Holy Spirit be at work in their
hearts to rid them of the fear of strangers
and the unknown and, with the resources
you have given them, to generously reach out
and welcome others into their homes and
lives. Please also do the same good work in
our lives here, that we may all express your
amazing grace and unending love through
our hospitality. Amen

Can the church be a community of hospitality amid
the present-day fear and aversion to the stranger?
Can the church be God's expression of amazing grace
and unending love through hospitality? Despite the
vulnerability and danger hospitality brings, especially
amid terrorism and massacres, let us pray that God’s
people will pursue this gift of the Spirit. Let us pursue
it so that the crucified and risen Lord Jesus Christ may
be glorified in his church and strangers may discover
God’s ‘shalom’.
Lunch after Church
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22nd to 28th JULY 2019

HOSPITALITY – FOR EVERY
DISCIPLE’S LIFE
By Herman Andriezen, Senior Faculty, Lanka Bible College and Seminary, Sri Lanka
Hospitality is common to all cultures and is expressed
in many unique forms in each one. In Sri Lanka,
hospitality is one of the prominent aspects of the
culture. In the early days when the Portuguese,
Dutch and English came to Sri Lanka—then known
as Ceylon—they enjoyed Sri Lankan hospitality. They
first came as traders, not as invaders. Therefore, they
were not a threat. The early missionaries enjoyed Sri
Lankan hospitality - even at Buddhist temples – in
order to come and teach their new philosophy of life.
Missionaries learned the local languages from the
locals. The early Sri Lankans received and entertained
guests, visitors and strangers with liberality and good
will. In those days, since most strangers and locals
had to walk long distances for travel, people of the
local areas had the practice of placing large water pots
by the wayside or junctions for the weary and thirsty
visitors to drink. Even today, during Buddhist festivals
called Vesak, the locals get together and provide free
food of all kinds, drinks and refreshments to those
who pass by the area, whether walking or driving.
Hospitality is an important part of Sri Lankan culture.
However, in contrast to Christian hospitality, these
practices can be traced back to Buddhist teaching of
gaining “Merits” for the next life.
The practice of hospitality in scripture has its roots
in the Old Testament where we read the story of
Abraham serving three strangers who came to
his doorstep. In the New Testament, the Greek
word translated “hospitality” literally means “love
of strangers.” Hospitality is a virtue that is both
commanded and commended throughout Scripture.
19 In the Old Testament, it was specifically commanded

by God: When God spoke to Moses to give his law to
the people of Israel he said, “Be holy because I, the
LORD your God, am holy” (Leviticus 19:2). Then God
laid down the rules to show what it means to be a holy
people. Interestingly, in this long list of many do’s and
dont's there is a reference that talks about hospitality.
God said, “When a foreigner resides among you
in your land, do not mistreat them. The foreigner
residing among you must be treated as your nativeborn. Love them as yourself, for you were foreigners
in Egypt. I am the Lord your God” (Leviticus 19:33, 34).
This is a clear command, given to help us understand
how much hospitality matters to God. It also shows
hospitality is connected with holiness.

used numerous people time and again to provide for
them in times of need. At times we offer hospitality
to others, while on other occasions we become the
recipients of hospitality given by others. Jesus set
this example while he was on earth - as an alien he
depended on the hospitality of others. At the same
time, Jesus was also a host and provided for the
multitudes by feeding them. In this way, hospitality
plays a key role in every disciple’s life.

Cooking a Sri Lankan meal; A Sri Lankan breakfast.

PLEASE PRAY
Heavenly Father, we praise you for your
loving fatherly care, especially for those
who are your children in Christ. Thank
you that you see and know the needs of
all, and that you inspire your people to
provide and care for those in need, even
to those who are strangers. Amidst a
climate of hostilities and uncertainty
for your people in Sri Lanka, grant
them courage and a warm practical
love towards all, including the stranger
and the enemy, and especially to one
another. Lord Jesus, help them to not
fear, but to display your love and care, for
you too were a stranger in this world and
hated by your enemies. Especially grant
wisdom and generous hospitality to all
those at the Lanka Bible College and
Seminary in Kandy and at the Centre for
Graduate Studies in Colombo. Amen.

In the gospel of Mark, Jesus responded to Peter and
said: “Truly I tell you… no one who has left home
or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children
or fields for me and the gospel will fail to receive a
hundred times as much in this present age: homes,
brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—along
with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal
life. But many who are first will be last, and the last
first.” (Mark 10:29-31)
With these words, Jesus confirmed to Peter (and
for the rest of us who follow him) that we will be
compensated for what we leave behind for his sake.
Hospitality is a key tool that God uses to do this.
Rosaria Butterfield in her article ‘10 Things You Should
Know about Christian Hospitality’ (Crossway, April
08, 2018) helpfully says - “The gospel comes with a
house key, and that key unlocks the “hundredfold” of
God’s provision of family and community for others.”
All faithful Christians have experienced how God has
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29th JULY to 4th AUGUST 2019

PLEASE PRAY

A UNIQUE HOSPITALITY,
JUST LIKE OUR FATHER’S
By Dr C K Tiam, Principal, Myanmar Evangelical Graduate School of Theology (MEGST), Rangoon, Myanmar
There are different concepts of hospitality. For some
people, hospitality encompasses their relatives and
close friends. The Bible teaches us that Christians
should be hospitable and that Christian hospitality
goes deeper and broader, even extending towards
foreigners and strangers (Luke 14:12-14).
As Christians, why should we be hospitable and why
does the Bible command it? What are the benefits of
being hospitable?
First, practicing hospitality reflects God's loving and
caring nature. The Bible tells us that God is loving
and caring; and that he desires that his children show
the same nature to others. We are to be hospitable
because our God is hospitable. In the Old Testament,
God commands the Israelites to remember that they
were strangers in other nations; and that they must
show hospitality as gratitude to God for delivering
them and making them his own people (Deuteronomy
7:6-8; 14:2). In the same way, with a grateful
attitude, Christians are to be hospitable because God
cares for us, though we are strangers in the world.
So, Christians (as the church) are to embrace and care
for people who are in need. Christians also recognise
one another as brothers and sisters in Christ because
Christian hospitality originates from God’s love for us
and our love for God.
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Second, hospitality provides an opportunity to reach
unbelievers with the love of God. In the Myanmar
context, by offering hospitality, unbelievers recognize
our difference; and when it extends to needy
neighbours, it becomes a great opportunity to share
the Gospel. Concerning this point, I want to mention
my personal and practical experience. We have a

neighbouring family who have been our neighbours
for 7 years. As they belong to another faith, they have
looked down on us and thrown stones at our building
whenever we have sung and praised God aloud. But
we have always dealt with them with love, respect,
and by doing good to them: giving them gifts during
Christmas and New Year times and visiting them
when they are sick. Today, the situation is totally
changed, and their granddaughter has joined my
wife Rebecca’s “Education for Unfortunate Children”.
Now, they have become very good neighbours
because they see something different in us and what
we are doing that reflects God’s love and goodness.
Third, practicing hospitality is one of the surest ways
to receive God’s blessings. According to the Bible,
though God’s people may be blessed in many ways,
offering hospitality is one of the surest ways to receive
both spiritual and material blessings. This is because
Jesus has taught and promised that welcoming the
stranger, feeding the hungry person, and visiting
the sick were acts of personal kindness to the Son
of Man himself (Matthew 25:31-40). Abraham was
blessed with a son (Isaac) as he hosted strangers
(Genesis 18). Lot and his family were rescued from
the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 19).
A widow of Zarephath and her son were provided
with abundant oil and flour, and later Elijah raised
her son (1 Kings 17:9-24). Personally, I believe that
the Lord has blessed us in the ministry because my
parents heartily welcomed and provided for guests
(even strangers), who came to our house. As a boy,
I remember very well that there were less than 10
nights in a year when guests were not seen in our
house. Not only that but, having been blessed, my

parents in turn helped the poor and needy families
in our village.
In conclusion, Christian hospitality is unique, godly
and spiritual. It is unique because it originates in God
and flows out from God. By showing and offering
hospitality, Christians not only reflect the loving and
caring nature of the God of love, but also can reach
unreached neighbours with the gospel and receive
(and bless others) with God’s abundant blessings.

Faithful God, thank you for your steadfast love
and care, your generous provision and blessings,
given in grace amidst our unworthiness. Thank
you for the example of Christian hospitality
shown to Dr Tiam as a boy and the love of Jesus
you have helped him show his non-Christian
neighbours. May his experience and example
encourage and equip those he leads and teaches
at MEGST, that they too might have a rich and
deep understanding of Christian hospitality
to pass on to others. Lord Jesus, may you also
graciously bring Dr Tiam’s neighbours to delight
in your goodness and abundant blessings as
they trust and follow you.

MEGST students sharing a meal together
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5th to 18th AUGUST 2019

A ‘WANTOK’ WHO EVEN
PROTECTS HIS ENEMIES!
By Maxon Mani, Dean of Graduate Studies, Christian Leaders Training College, Papua New Guinea
The centrality of hospitality in the Christian Bible
has ample witness within the Melanesian relational
traditions, though short of the biblical ideal.
Melanesian hospitality is grounded on the ‘wantok
system’
The word ‘wantok’ is a Neo-Melanesian Pidgin/English
term that carries the idea of ‘one language’. However,
it goes beyond language and describes one’s relations
to others. For example, it describes one’s relations to
the extended family, people from the same province,
region, co-workers, church friends, and country etc.
Hence, it is a relational term that describes various
relationships. More particularly, the term ‘wantok
system’ is a Melanesian relational system that acts
as a social network, offering hospitality for the poor,
the unwanted, the homeless, orphans, strangers,
etc. Wantok system is centered on the belief that
life is sacred and must be protected from harm and
danger. Hence, in offering hospitality, a life is rescued,
protected, nurtured and nourished. But we cannot
pretend that Melanesian hospitality symbolised by
wantok system is perfect. Rather, it is a measured
practice that does not consider those who are regarded
as adversaries or enemies.
Even though wantok system is measured and short
of the biblical ideal, wantok system can be the ideal
framework for building a Melanesian Christian
theology of hospitality. Wantok system can provide
a pivotal structure or contextual framework on which
to build a Melanesian Christian theology of hospitality.
This means God’s act of love and grace through his Son
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is an act of a wantok. A wantok (God) who not only
seeks to protect, rescue, nurture and nourish the life
of those who are one with him but also those who are
enemies. This is demonstrated on the cross, when we
were still sinners and enemies of God. As the Council
on Biblical Men and Women helpfully stated (see
Author note below) - “God’s love and grace toward
sinners in Christ is not just satisfactory, it is abundantly
generous. Hence, the heart of the Christian gospel is
the generosity of the Father giving his only Son, so that
sinners might have life and have it abundantly. It is
through the generosity of God that sinners know the
fullness of life that there is in Christ.”

PLEASE PRAY
Thankyou Lord that you bestow your abundant kindness and grace, not only to those who are part of
your family, but even to those who are your enemies! We marvel Lord at your incredible generosity and
grace in that, while we were powerless, ungodly and sinful, you showed your own love for us in sending
Christ who died for us (a rough paraphrase of Romans 5:6-8)
Lord, please help CLTC faculty, staff, students and alumni to understand their own culture and its ‘wantok
system’. At the same time, help them to clearly see where Your gospel this differs from this system.
May this understanding be transformational to the practice of hospitality in the PNG church so that the
church would boldly demonstrate and reflect the hospitable love and grace of God to the societies we
live in - ‘family and enemies’ alike. Amen.

God’s generosity is also demonstrated time and time
again through Christian organisations like Overseas
Council Australia and others who support the Christian
Leaders’ Training College (CLTC) in Papua New Guinea,
sponsoring and training students from Melanesia and
across the wider Pacific. This is an act of a wantok
that we must emulate as Melanesian Christians in
our own hospitality toward others - including those
who are regarded as enemies – and as we also
receive hospitality from others. Pray that we would
demonstrate and reflect the hospitable love and grace
of God to the societies we live in.
Author’s note - Quoted from the Council of Biblical Men and
Women (CBMW) article - Hospitality Matters: A Theology of
Hospitality, from cbmwoffice @cbme.org, (15 September 2015)

Welcoming a visiting speaker at a church near CLTC.
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19th to 31st AUGUST 2019

FOR JUST $1 A DAY YOU CAN HELP TRAIN
A GRASSROOTS PASTOR WHO WILL BRING
THE GOSPEL TO THEIR NEIGHBOURS.
Many pastors and church planters in the developing world struggle to access the training they need. They have the
passion, but they need to learn how to minister effectively in Christ’s name.
You can assist by providing $365 which will cover the cost of a pastor or church planter to join a biblical training
course run by local Bible colleges tailor made for the needs of that context. These grassroots courses are currently
available in India, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Kenya, Southern Africa, Egypt, Tunisia, and South Sudan. In this program,
OCA will keep you updated on the particular course group you are supporting but not individual students.

PLEASE CONTACT LINDA ON 1300 889 593
“The church is a community of believers
demonstrating love to one another.”
A translation of the writing on the hand of a student from Arab Baptist Theological Seminary, Lebanon.

STUDENTS SEEKING SPONSORSHIP
FULL TIME STUDENTS $2,200 PA OR $185 PM

BATMUNK

College: Union Bible Theological College, Mongolia
Course: Bachelor of Theology Anticipated Graduation: 2021
I grew up in a troubled home, but I found peace in Jesus when I was invited to visit a local
church. I have been serving as a Sunday school teacher, and as a Bible study and youth
group leader. The subjects I am learning at UBTC are helping me in my ministry and will
equip me better for ministry after I graduate.

SRI MAWARNI

College: Tyrannus Bible College, Indonesia
Course: Bachelor of Theology Anticipated Graduation: 2021
My family comes from Sulawesi and they all have faith in Jesus. Being at college and
studying God’s word has taught me many good things. I have learnt that I don’t need to
be great, I just need to be humble and rely on God for everything. After I graduate I want
to return to Sulawesi and teach and serve in evangelism to the many unreached people
of the islands.

YU YAM CHUI

College: South Asia Institute of Advanced Christian Studies, India
Course: Master of Arts in Theological Studies Anticipated Graduation: 2020
I was raised in a Buddhist family and came to faith in Jesus in my early teen years. I have
been serving in Sunday school teaching, leading Bible study groups, and in pastoral care.
God has laid a burden on my heart to train and serve in youth ministry. I believe my
studies will give me a better understanding of God’s word and prepare me for service
in ministry.

AJITH KARUNATHILAKA

College: Lanka Graduate Centre, Sri Lanka
Course: Bachelor of Theology Anticipated Graduation: 2022
I was raised in a Buddhist family. I joined a Christian youth camp with friends and I began
to follow Christ. I am currently serving in pastoral ministry in evangelism. My training
will equip me to serve the people of my church and to reach others with the gospel.
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PLEASE PRAY
God of strength, peace and knowledge, may you raise up all students who seek to study your Word, to be bearers of your
light and love. May your living word strengthen and uphold them to boldly declare your salvation to the communities
they live and serve in, Amen.
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