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The 2018 Overseas Council Australia Annual Dinner Series will be held from the 16th to the 27th of October.
This year we will be joined by Dr. K.K. Yeo, a leading educator and theologian in a major research institute in Beijing.
Dr. Yeo has extensive experience in the field of Christian education in China and hearing from him will provide an
insightful and rare opportunity to learn about the Church in China.
We hope that you will be able to join with us to hear from Dr. Yeo in your nearest major city.
PERTH, WA Tuesday 16th October
BRISBANE, NSW Thursday 18th October
CANBERRA, NSW: Friday 19th October*
MELBOURNE, VIC Saturday 20th October

NEWCASTLE, NSW Thursday 25th October
CENTRAL COAST, NSW Friday 26th October
SYDNEY, NSW: Saturday 27th October

WE WELCOME YOUR
LETTERS & COMMENTS!
E office@overseascouncil.com.au
P 1300 889 593
A Level 1, 325 Church Street, Parramatta NSW 2150
Mail to PO Box 437, Parramatta NSW 2124
W www.overseascouncil.com.au
Executive Director Rev Dr Stuart Brooking
Editor Alison Cooke
Design Rosie Wheeler, Cocoon Creative
Printing We are grateful for the contribution
of a supporter who covers the costs.
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COVER Student from South Asia Institute for
Advanced Christian Studies in the Library.
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13TH TO 28TH FEBRUARY 2019
COST TBA.
CONTACT OCA FOR MORE INFORMATION.

This Connection Tour is a great opportunity to understand more about the ministry of OCA by
visiting three partner colleges in South East Asia.
Travel with Stuart Brooking to Myanmar, Cambodia and Vietnam.
We will visit Myanmar Evangelical Theological School, where Stuart is the guest speaker at
the graduation ceremony. You will participate in the joy of the ceremony and celebration.
In Myanmar, we'll visit the grand Shwedagon Temple and learn more about how Buddhist
religion impacts the lives of the people. We'll visit the beautiful Inlay Lake and see the people
who live 'over the lake'.
In Cambodia we'll visit Phnom Penh Bible School and also travel up to Angkor Wat, the massive
ancient kingdom's temple complex.
We'll visit our new partner college Hanoi Bible College, and discover a country opening up to
Christianity after decades of closure. Ha Long Bay is the key tourist spot and we'll enjoy a boat
cruise taking in the unique scenery.
A Connection Tour is a unique way to discover the life of God's people and the training of leaders
for the church and its mission. We travel in a small group and enjoy Christian fellowship with
each other, the college leaders and students as we visit.

03

04

1st to 10th JUNE 2018

FROM THE EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR
WE NEED MORE BOOKS!
In the ancient world the greatest library was the one in Alexandria,
Egypt. It held parchments from all round the world, but it was
tragically destroyed in a fire millennia ago. I recently stood in the
very new Alexandria city library, attached to the university. It is a
beautiful building with 2 million books in various languages. Not
only that, but it had a vast digitisation program and many other
resources for students and scholars. It was an invitation to read!
This edition of Prayer Alert looks at libraries in our partner Bible
colleges and explores their needs.
In Ecclesiastes we read that ‘of making many books there is no
end…’ but we need to note that the making of them is uneven.
Very few good theological books are written in Vietnamese, or
Arabic, or Chinese. Many of our partner Bible colleges are short
supplied for good quality text books, let alone specialist holdings.
They have not yet been made.
It is tempting for Westerners to think that technology, in the form
of online resources, can be The Answer. It can in some places,
sometimes, for some things. So you’ll notice that OCA supports
various technology projects to build libraries. The needs of our
partners varies from place to place. Some can not afford the
yearly subscriptions for e-journals etc. Some have a student body
who can’t read English, so delivering a bigger supply of English
language resources doesn’t help.
OCA works with each college, or group of colleges to develop new
resources, supply hard copy books and develop online resources,
depending on the needs of our partners. In this edition you will
get a glimpse of some of this important work. I invite you to read
about reading.

THANKSGIVING
Be joyful in hope, patient in
affliction, faithful in prayer, share
with the Lord’s people who are in
need. Practice hospitality.

Now we are joyful, patient, faithful, sharing,
hospitable people.
In a long list of encouragements belonging to the new identity
we have in Christ, Paul adds our responsibility to share. We are
to notice our Lord’s people who are in need. It is part of our joy.
Contributions this quarter:

STUDENT SPONSORSHIPS – OCA currently supports
200 students in 17 colleges in Asia, the Middle East and Africa.
In the last quarter $64,000 was given to support students.
FACULTY STUDY GRANTS – OCA is increasing the
number of faculty being supported to do higher degrees. This
is particularly in relation to our Africa Mile Deep Strategy. The
funds for this expansion will be noticed in the next quarter. This
quarter we received $21,000 towards faculty study grants.
EDUCATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE – We received
nearly $150,000 towards 23 projects including $20,000 towards
the e-library expansion of Alexandria School of Theology and
its branch campuses. We received $72,000 towards the new
strategy for Indonesian scholars which begins with the first
scholars coming in August. They will spend three months
writing, utilising the libraries of Australian Bible colleges. This
will aid in their colleges accreditation with the Indonesian
Government.
PLEASE PRAY
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REV DR SRTUART BROOKING

Thank you that you make us to be new people. Thank you for
your Spirit’s transformation of our hearts and desires. Thank
you that we are part of the Lord’s people.
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Coming before our heavenly father in prayer is an important part of the Christian faith, and at OCA
we seek to reflect that in our organisation. We know that all we do is only possible through our
God, who has blessed us greatly with the opportunity and ability to come alongside Bible Colleges
throughout the wold to support them in their mission.
That’s why we encourage our friends to join us in prayer for our organisation, the
individuals that are connected to it, and the work that we and our partners do.
We look forward to joining with you across the nation to uphold the OCA Ministry.

OPTION 1
JOIN THE TELECONFERENCE TO PRAY
At the three meal times on Tuesday 12th June there will be a teleconference
that you can dial into. This will be facilitated by Stuart Brooking. Whether there
are a few people or a lot, you can dial in and take part. Just listen or say your
own prayer when the opportunity is given.
Dial from anywhere in Australia: 1800 200 232 then enter the code 966231#
to be connected.
Teleconference times (AEST) – 7am, 12.30pm, 7pm (about 30 minutes each).
Fasting for one or more meals will open up more time to pray in your day.

OPTION 2
ENCOURAGE YOUR CHURCH OR FRIENDS
You may like to join with a few OCA supporters during breakfast, lunch or
dinner time and instead of eating, you could pray for the ministry.
To encourage your church you can ask OCA for more resources such as
videos or PowerPoint slides to share.

OPTION 3
PRIVATE OR FAMILY PRAYER
Tyrannus Bible Seminary student in prayer at chapel.

Join with OCA supporters from around Australia to pray for the ministry at:
07

7AM, 12.30PM, OR 7PM

Please put in your diary now a time when you can especially focus on
OCA’s partner Bible colleges and our Australian operations.
It doesn’t have to be Tuesday 6th, but on that day there will be people
around Australia, and indeed in our partner colleges, praying for the work.
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11th to 17th JUNE 2018

PLEASE PRAY

THE TURNING TIDE OF ONLINE
PUBLISHING IMPLICATIONS FOR MAJORITY WORLD LIBRARIES

Lord we thank you for Bible colleges throughout the world who seek to do your work by raising up Christian
men and women to lead in their societies. Thank you for the organisations who recognise the value of local
scholarship and supporting the development of local resources. We ask that you would bless the many people
who are working in these colleges to create resources, and those outside the colleges who support them, that
your word might be better known throughout the world, and that more would be equipped to share you. Amen.

By Melody Mazuk –Library Consultant

the Majority World. By no means are all of these books
irrelevant, but Western models of Christian Education,
Pastoral Care, and Evangelism, for example, are not
easily 'translatable' or ‘applicable’ for a Majority World
context. The gap of access to quality theological and
biblical resources is widening, not only because of
the spiraling costs of acquiring new materials, but
also because much current scholarship is available
only electronically, and access to electronic material
is limited by the speed and availability of internet
access, as well as (often exorbitant) subscription fees.
The Academic library has traditionally existed to
support the institutions mission and curriculum, but it
is the resources within a library that truly bring value
to the learning of both students and faculty.
Daniel, a faculty member from a theological school
in Peru, observes "The theological resources in my
college help me to teach my students to be grounded
in a deep understanding of the gospel." That is the
heart of the matter, to bring students and books
(resources) together in order to deepen and broaden
their understanding and application of the gospel
message.
Libraries in our OCA partner Bible Colleges face many
challenges in their quest to present contextually
relevant materials to their students and faculty. As
more and more schools in the West (Global North)
are changing their library acquisition strategies to
an 'online only' model, there is a surplus of older
books, written largely by and for North American and
09 European audiences, being redistributed to schools in

purchasing a select suite of titles and loading them
on tablets (Kindle fire, e.g.), which can be circulated
through the College's Library. Most publishers offer
bulk purchase discounts, making this one of the most
viable (legal and affordable) ways to purchase and
circulate electronic resources to both students and
faculty. While the overwhelming majority of both
students and faculty still register a preference to use
print materials, this provides a possible alternative
solution.

Groups like the Langham Partnerships, Scholar
Leaders and the Overseas Council Network are
working hard to help develop and promote scholars
and scholarship in the Majority World. They are
supporting 1) the development of quality doctoral
programs in various regions of the Majority World;
2) the education of promising women and men
scholars who will teach these new programs; and (3)
publishing local scholarship that is both contextually
relevant, theologically sound and locally applicable. It
takes time and commitment to turn the tide.

Online resources continue to be a growing presence
in scholarship. Their existence is something of a twoedged sword, as infrastructure and internet capacity
at many schools and for many students does not
support extended searching for relevant and available
materials. There are curated lists of free online
resources available in a variety of places, but access
to these lists and then to download the resources
themselves, requires reliable, stable, and affordable
internet access.
A strategy of sending hard drives loaded with
theological resources (under Creative Commons
licensing) has been developed and is being tested
(by Theological Book Network). The resources (books
and some journals) on these hard drives can be
loaded onto local library computers and are then
accessible without requiring internet access. There
are also a variety of other options for providing access
to electronic resources without requiring internet
access that can be explored, including identifying and
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18th to 24th JUNE 2018

TYRANNUS BIBLE COLLEGE
By Herry Susanto (faculty member) and Elfian Sumendap (TBS Librarian)

PLEASE PRAY
Lord, we praise you for the great blessing that the TBS publishing department is to the college, and
to the country as they facilitate the creation and publication of valuable research and resources for
Indonesia. We pray for the edited book on pastoral ministry that TBS hopes to publish later this year,
that it would be finalised efficiently and effectively and be a wonderful resource for the church in
Indonesia.

Publishing resources for Church planting and
Christian living in the Indonesian context is vital for
the development of the Church in Indonesia. Tyrannus
Bible Seminary (TBS) has a publication department
to support this aim. The purpose of the department
is to facilitate the faculty being able to publish their
research. The publishing department has allowed
faculty to disseminate their work, so that TBS has
an increasing impact throughout the country. TBS’
publications have become a valuable support for the
Church in Indonesian context. This is demonstrated
by the titles that have been produced, which have
tried to provide answers for the questions raised by
Christians in Indonesian context.
In 2017, TBS published a book to celebrate Dr.
Purnawan Tenibemas’ (TBS’ former principal) 70th
birthday, entitled Setia Sebagai Pewarta Kabar Baik
(The Faithful Evangelist), which has been distributed
to TBS’ partners and alumni. This is an edited book
containing 16 articles which tackle the current issues
of the Indonesian context. One of the articles, written
by Dr. Tenibemas, is entitled ‘Misi Kontekstual’
(Contextual Mission). Another article, written by Dr.
Nimrod Faot, is entitled ‘Merintis Gereja Misioner di
Tengah Ancaman Penganiayaan’ (Planting Missional
Churches in the Midst of Persecution Threat).
These two articles provide important insights
for the discussion on contextual theology and
multiplication of the Church in Indonesia. Previously,
TBS has published two books that discuss the topic of
contextualisation: Pelayanan Gereja yang Kontekstual
(Contextual Church Ministry) by professor Edi S.
Ginting, M.Th. and Misi yang Membumi (Down to
Earth Ministry) by Dr. Purnawan Tenibemas.
The ongoing project of the TBS publication
department for 2018 is to publish another edited
book focusing on pastoral ministry. This book will
suggest some important ideas related to the attempt
to improve pastoral ministry in the Indonesian
context. We hope that the book can be launched in
the middle of July 2018.
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TBS has a library to support the publication
department, particularly for the research done by the
faculty. The library includes a collection of textbooks,
reference books, magazines, theological journals,
compact discs and cassettes. There is also digital
collection of e-books, online journals, and videos.
TBS have managed the collection using SLiMS
(Senayan Library Management System), a software
that can handle library processing (back-end) work,
and book circulation service (front-end) work. The
video collection is handled by video management
software. The collection of cassettes will soon be
digitized to mp3 format, and will be copied to DVD.
In early 2018 TBS renovated the library building.
The study room was expanded, two new discussion
rooms were set up, along with a meeting room, and
a computer area that accommodates 10 computers.
The improved facility has increased the time students
spend studying in the library.
TBS continually improves the collection and facilities
of its library. Aside from the funds that are collected
through TBS, the college has gratefully received
support from a Langham Library Grant, Overseas
Council Australia, and donations from alumni. The
TBS library has met the requirements from the
government (The Ministry of Education) with the
current book collection and facilities. The library is
also eligible to support graduate program (M.Th.)
for mission, apologetics, pastoral and Christian
counselling, and Christian education.
A current need of the college is to add to the
collection of academic journals, both the printed
and online form. These journals will help the faculty
and students, as they conduct research writing, to
provide contextually relevant content for the Church
of Indonesia.
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25th to 8th JULY 2018

LANKA BIBLE COLLEGE AND
SEMINARY SRI LANKA
By Dr. A. N. Lal Senanayake, President of Lanka Bible College ad Seminary
The Lanka Bible College (LBC) publishing unit aims to
publish relevant, imaginative and culturally sensitive
research that reflects on Biblical truth, and also on
issues that challenge the church in Sri Lanka. New
publications are currently in progress and likely to
be released during the course of the year. OCA has
supported the production and translation of books
into local languages—Sinhalese and Tamil. Thus far
LBC have published over 250 titles, and the hope of the
college is to translate more books to facilitate higher
education.
Asia Theological Association International delegates
visited LBC in November 2017 for the purpose of
reaccrediting Lanka Bible College and Seminary
(LBCS) for the next five years. The visiting evaluation
team was satisfied with the development of programs
and the overall facilities of LBCS and granted full
accreditation. In the process of the evaluation, the
evaluating team recommended that LBCS provide
Graduate (Masters) programs in Sinhalese and Tamil.
This is a great encouragement to most of the nonEnglish speaking pastors and Christian leaders in Sri
Lanka. Thus far the college has only provided graduate
programs in English. A graduate program in Sinhalese
and Tamil makes the course and curriculum more
accessible to church leaders, and the college is now
working on the compilation of the necessary resources
and reading material needed for such a graduate
program in Sinhalese and Tamil.
Lanka Bible College has always believed that
publishing was an important part of providing an
integrated theological enterprise for the country and
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the publication ministry of LBCS has been operating
from 1998 as unit within the College, (though the
inception of this ministry goes back many years).
The LBCS publishing unit has published textbooks in
the local languages for all the courses taught up to
Diploma level. Books are also published, marketed and
distributed by LBCS.
Currently Lanka Bible College and Seminary have
40,000 books in the library in total, yet there are only
6,000 Books in Sinhalese and Tamil. The percentage
that can be utilized from the whole library holdings
for higher education is quite small. At present LBCS
only uses a physical library, and not an online library.
However, the Library system is digitized using the
Koha library software. LBCS see the development of an
online library and online program of study as a critical
next step for the growth of the college. The college
receives many requests from Sri Lankan diaspora all
over the world to offer online courses and to make the
library accessible to them online.
Prayerfully, LBCS believe that the Lord will provide the
necessary resources to develop online program and
online library, which can be used by distant learning
students both within and outside the country.
LBCS appreciate Australian Christians partnering with
the college in prayer, please pray for the publication of
books for Christian higher education. For the ongoing
development of the library and the establishment of
an online library facility and online courses for the
benefit of those who cannot have access to physical
seminary.

PLEASE PRAY
Lord, we thank you for the great encouragement from the VET team in November 2017 to offer courses
in Sinhalese and Tamil. We pray that you would give the college all they need to develop graduate
programs in these languages. We pray for publication of more books in local languages that can be used
for higher Christian education, and we pray that the library would continue to grow in quality print and
online resources.
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9th to 22nd JULY 2018

LIBRARY RESOURCES AT ARAB
BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
By Teresa Sfeir, ABTS Communication and Editing Officer
The library at Arab Baptist Theological Seminary
(ABTS) provides Christian leaders with the resources
they need to shape and cultivate their minds in order
to serve God in the Arab World.
The library primarily serves the curriculum in both the
Theology and the Master of Religion programs. Also,
local leaders use the resources in the library to prepare
their sermons.
ABTS currently have 28,342 books in total. 16,723
English books, 9,967 Arabic books, 142 French books,
91 CDs, 251 DVDs and 1,168 periodicals. Most of the
books are Christian (Missiology, Christian Theology,
Apologetics, Bible commentaries, dictionaries and
concordances, etc.). Other topics include Islamic
Studies, Philosophy, Psychology, Social Sciences,
Literature, Art, Music, Languages, Geography and
History.
The library is growing fast, and space is becoming an
issue. ABTS receive around 700-1000 books on a yearly
basis, so the library has added mobile shelves and
moved the reference desk outside the library, to create
more space within the five coming years as resources
continue to increase.
The library has recently tried providing e-books to
students since this is a fast-growing area. Yet, in
this part of the world, there is no platform in which
books can be shared electronically. The library is now
subscribed to ATLAS online database, which provides
journals, but it does not provide e-books.
These resources benefit the faculty and Englishspeaking students. As for the Arabic-speaking
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students, the college provides them with the most
recent theological publications in Arabic from Dar
Manhal Al Hayat (DMAH, a sister ministry of ABTS) and
other local Christian publishers. DMAH is also working
on an Arabic e-book platform similar to Kindle that
will benefit ABTS students providing access to quality
contextually relevant theological resources.
One of the challenges ABTS has faced, is to develop a
solution to provide e-books while preventing any kind
of publishing rights misuse. There is a commitment
to producing work that is thoroughly relevant for the
Middle East region. First, ABTS translate theological
books from English to Arabic to make them accessible
to Arabic-speaking students. Recent translations are
‘Hermeneutical Spiral’ by Grant Osbourne and ‘An
Introduction to the New Testament’ by David A deSilva.
ABTS are also in the process of publishing books in
English that contribute to the world of Missiology from
a Middle Eastern perspective. These books are ‘The
Church in Disorienting Times: Leading Prophetically
through Adversity’, which is a compilation of papers
presented during Middle East Consultation 2017.
The other is ‘The Missiology behind the Story: A Voice
from the Arab World’ (working title). This book will
address a number of themes including evangelism,
church planting, discipleship, Arab-to-Arab Mission
and much more. Many of the testimonies in the book
come from ABTS alumni, and ABTS faculty, and their
stories carry the missiological reflections of a college
which is seeking to serve the church of the Arab world
at this time. In all, the library is helping develop critical
thinkers who are skilled in engaging their surrounding
communities with the gospel.

PLEASE PRAY
God of all knowledge and understanding, we give thanks with ABTS for the continued expansion of
their library, which enables not just those in the college, but also local pastors to learn more about
you and prepare to lead those around them in your Word. We ask that your guiding hand would
support the college to find online resourcing solutions, and that you would bless their efforts to
produce contextually relevant books and translate others into Arabic.
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23rd to 29th JULY 2018

HANOI BIBLE COLLEGE
In June 2013 Hanoi Bible College (HBC) opened its
doors to admit the first class of their 5 year Bachelor
of Theology Program, desiring to train much needed
leaders for the church in Vietnam. Since then OC
Canada (called reSource Leadership International)
has come alongside HBC to offer support, as has OCA,
funding the purchase of a new dormitory, student
sponsorships and a new fit-out for the college library
including books and computers.
Hanoi Bible College is just one of many of our partner
Bible Colleges which desires to have stronger libraries.
Pete Denhaan of OC Canada comments; “ A common,
consistent and urgent need of many theological
colleges in the Majority world is better library
resources. They lack adequate volumes and the quality
of theological and biblical resources is often deficient.
In Vietnam, the theological colleges often only have
books that have survived from pre-Communist times
or materials from other countries that do not meet the
college’s needs. Most books are not only dated but
are written in either French or English, languages the
majority of Bachelor Level students are not proficient
in. Without good theological books, it is difficult for
students to deepen their learning and for faculty to
prepare lessons.”
In March 2018 two OCA consultants attended a
conference in Hanoi with leaders from the college, as
well as leaders from OC Canada, to help Hanoi Bible
College put together a strategy for growth over the
next ten years. This includes developing curricula and
possibly establishing a new campus to serve the needs
of the next generation of North Vietnamese Christian

By Danni de Keizer

leaders. The team worked through ideas on how best
to equip future leaders for the Evangelical Church of
North Vietnam, the primary Protestant denomination
there.
The church has almost 500 pastors and 160,000
members already, and although the college currently
has three batches of students who are studying for five
years towards their degree, challenges remain. Those
challenges include obtaining formal accreditation
for the course, upgrading campus facilities, caring
for students, training faculty and building library
resources.
The current collection at the HBC library includes
1,500 volumes, of which only 203 are written in
Vietnamese titles and many of these date from the
1970’s. At the strategic conference in March this year,
Pastor Mac, the President of HBC expressed his desire
to see the college strengthen their library by saying
that “the library is the soul of our school and we need
support here”.
HBC is a leading institution for raising up leaders for
the church in Vietnam who know the Word of God
well, who can apply it to their context, and who can
faithfully preach it to their communities. To grow in
these areas requires access to truthful and relevant
materials, which will help grow and stretch men and
woman of faith as they become pastors and church
planters. For this reason, HBC continues to work
towards strengthening their college in all aspects, not
least by striving to develop their library to support
those who train at the college.

A common, consistent and urgent need of many theological
colleges in the Majority world is better library resources.
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PLEASE PRAY
Father in heaven we bring before you Hanoi Bible College as they
continue to strive to do your will in Vietnam. We thank you for the
men and women who train there, and who are being equipped to
serve your church. We pray that you would strengthen the college
by providing for their every need Lord, particularly for the needs
of their library. We pray that you would be raising up leaders who
will be able to produce relevant and Biblically founded resources
in the Vietnamese language.
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30th JULY to 5th AUGUST 2018

A HOSPITAL FOR THE MIND
By Arpit Simon Matthews, MTSC Librarian and Assistant Professor of Christian Theology

Arpit Simon Mathews is an Assistant Professor of Christian Theology at the Madras Theological Seminary
and College, Chennai, India. He also serves as the Librarian of the MTSC Library.

PLEASE PRAY
Thank you Lord for enabling the MTSC library
to set up their Reference Books Section in the
Jubilee Hall, which gives students more space
to utilise both the library and the reference
section. We thank you for the growth of local
higher level theological scholarship in India,
and for the eagerness of MTSC to work towards
increasing their quality library holdings. We
pray, with MTSC, that you Lord would open
opportunities for MTSC to engage with online
resources as well in the coming years.
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In the foyer of the Madras Theological Seminary and
College (MTSC) Library there is a sign that reads, “A
library is a hospital for the mind.”
This statement metaphorically describes the importance
of a library for a healthy mind. The resources available
in a seminary library play a vital role not only in the
intellectual growth of a Bible college student but also
in their spiritual formation and preparation for ministry.
Timothy D. Lincoln, who has served as the Vice President
of the American Theological Library Association ATLA,
reflecting under the theme “What’s a Seminary Library
for?” writes, “Theological libraries make a significant
contribution to the educational mission of schools
that seek to educate graduates who have wrestled
with the meaning of “the Christian thing” by reading
broadly in the Christian tradition and acquiring skills in
information seeking.” A library significantly contributes
to raising the standard of theological education as it
provides a range of resources on various disciplines of
theological education that aid the process of education
and learning. Just like a student of science is intrinsically
dependent on the laboratories to conduct experiments
and derive results, the library is at the heart of seminary
education, where students engage with a diverse array
of theological expressions in their pursuit of scholarship
and ministerial training.
Under the guidance of its Principal, Rev. Dr. David
Onesimu and the vision of the Evangelical Church of
India leadership, MTSC library has been making steady
progress in providing students a robust atmosphere of
learning. The MTSC library is comprised of four major
sections – Reference books, General Books, Periodicals
and Journals, and a Computer Lab. One of the major
works that is being undertaken this academic year
is setting up the Reference Books section in the
Diamond Jubilee Hall, right across the main Library
hall. The Reference Books section consists of classic
and recent commentaries, dictionaries, encyclopedias,
and handbooks, provide comprehensive resources to
cover the various subjects which students complete
during their studies. The relocation of this section to a

bigger hall provides students sufficient space to use the
reference books.
In recent times, there are at least two major challenges
that the libraries of theological colleges in India face.
First, there is a need for the development and upgrading
of local and contextually applicable resources to facilitate
learning that will equip students to minister effectively
in their local surroundings. The rise of higher theological
scholarship in India and the efforts taken by the various
Boards of theological education and colleges have led
to a steady growth in the Indian authorship, engaging
with the demand for a local and a contextual expression
of faith. The growing awareness for the development of
local and contextually applicable resources in the library
has encouraged MTSC to purchase recently published
relevant books. Since June 2017, approximately 40
books on average per month have been added to the
library, particularly those publications that will serve as
essential and supplementary readings for the different
courses that are offered in the seminary.
A second challenge is that in the age of the digital
world and globalization, the MTSC libraries have to take
big steps in utilising the available online educational
resources and in equipping the library with the current
digital and online library features. Today, there are
library associations, like ATLA, and several publishing
houses that are uploading theological resources to
online platforms. However because of the cost involved
in setting up secure internet services (with a firewall)
in the library, and the high cost of subscriptions for
online resources, many libraries in India, including MTSC
library, are unable to avail of these resources.
In the upcoming academic year, MTSC is praying and
hoping that God will open doors for the library to
acquire these resources, contextual publications and
online resources, in training up students to be equipped
with knowledge in the process of their ministerial
training so that they can be effective ministers of the
Gospel, relevant to the local and contextual needs of the
Church and society in the 21st century, and continue to
extend the Kingdom of God for His glory.
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6th to 12th AUGUST 2018

PASIFIKA STRATEGY AND
LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT

By Danni Dekeizer

In general, Bible colleges within Australia operate
comprehensive libraries, on average having hard copy
holdings of over 50,000 books, and subscriptions to
over 20 online journal databases (and some have
subscriptions to 300 or 500). What a great blessing for
students studying at these colleges to learn with easily
accessible, high quality resources so that they can
mature in knowledge and understanding. It is clear
that access to these vast resources is a very different
experience for students studying in our partner Bible
Colleges throughout Asia, Africa, the Middle East
and the Pacific. It is no wonder then, that library
development for our partner colleges is such a crucial
area for OCA to provide support for.

smaller colleges. An account was opened with
Langham Literature in the name of each college for
approximately $3,500. The colleges were invited to
make their own selection, or, if they wished, to make
use of OCA’s library consultant to advise on books that
would best suit their needs. OCA is grateful to Langham
Literature for their wonderful cooperation and support
for this project, despite the multiple orders and
various locations adding a degree of complication to
the process!

One of the OCA library projects in recent years has
been integrated with the Pasifika Strategy, a 25 year
plan with the goal to lift the standard of theological
education in the Pacific region. The key OCA partner
in the region is Christian Leaders’ Training College
in Papua New Guinea, however in recent years OCA
has been connecting with a number of other smaller
colleges on islands throughout the Pacific.

God is using faithful Christians in Australia to bless
Bible colleges in the Pacific. It is our prayer that we can
continue to support these colleges and their libraries,
so that students there can have the resources they
need to understand the Gospel of our Lord Jesus, and
wrestle through questions about how to preach, teach
and share that Gospel in their communities.

College libraries tend to accumulate books through
a variety of means, often from other libraries or
individuals who donate second hand books. Although
this is of course appreciated and helpful, it means
that these libraries hold large numbers of books that
are not necessarily meeting the specific needs of the
college and relevant to the contextual needs of the
Church. Being able to purchase books which are new,
current edition, and of the college’s own choosing
for their own particular requirements is a significant
benefit and encouragement and for them.
Last year, through the generous support of donors,
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As Ken Offord, our Consultancy Program Director says,
“Giving books seems such a simple thing to do, but
those books assist many students and staff for many
years”.

PLEASE PRAY
Good and generous God, thank you for putting it on
the hearts of many Australians to give to the growth
of libraries in our partner Bible colleges. We pray for
colleges in the Pacific who are in great need of more
resources which are relevant and applicable. We ask
that you continue to provide for them, strengthening
them to do your work. We thank you for the new
partnership between these colleges and OCA, and we
pray that you would use OCA to greatly bless them
and support them as they grow in capacity to train
leaders.
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13th to 19th AUGUST 2018

REPORT ON MIDDLE EAST
CONNECTION TOUR
By Peter Chapman

In March 2018 three OCA supporters and staff member
Danni de Keizer joined Stuart Brooking as he visited Jordan
Evangelical Theological Seminary, Arab Baptist Theological
Seminary in Lebanon, and Alexandria School of Theology in
Egypt.
God is doing great things all the time. I noticed this especially
on my recent trip to the Middle East. That’s one lesson I
took away from our trip to Jordan, Lebanon and Egypt. In
visiting Bible colleges and churches there, we engaged with
leaders, staff, and students. I experienced how dedicated and
connected these people are with their mission. One student
and his family in ABTS, for example, who plan to return to their
ministry in Sudan, told me a little of just how much they have
sacrificed to be there. Staff also told us of their commitment to
their work, not initially based on feelings but on a calling from
God. And yet we saw their immense eagerness to serve well for
the gospel in their context.
One exciting takeaway for us is the great care been taken for
refugees from Syria and elsewhere. God certainly is using the
colleges and churches in life-changing ways for those in need!
Colleges like the ones we visited are vital to the health and
support of churches in the Middle East. There are a great many
challenges for the Church there, and so good training for it’s
leaders is important.
Spending nearly 5 days in each country, we saw the ancient
sites and had a few culture shocks along the way! It will
certainly be a trip to remember. My prayer is we will seek to
share the stories we have heard and that we’d be trusting God
to be at work here in Australia.
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PLEASE PRAY
Gracious God you give us
many opportunities to see
your work throughout the
world and we are thankful
for that. We thank you for
the opportunity that the
Middle East Connection
Tour group had to go to
Jordan, Lebanon and
Egypt, and to see the
work that you are doing
through the colleges in
those places. We thank you
for the love that students,
staff and faculty in these
three colleges have for you
and for the people around
them. We pray that the
visit to those colleges was
a great encouragement for
them as well as to those
who travelled.
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20th to 31st AUGUST 2018

STUDENTS SEEKING SPONSORSHIP
PRISCILLA

College: South Asia Institute of Advanced Christian Theology, India
Course: Master of Theology Anticipated Graduation: 2019
I had the opportunity to study a Diploma in Christian Studies where I committed myself to
taking the teachings of Christ to young people like me. To further my vision, I am doing an M.A.
in Theology at SAIACS as I believe my learning will be of higher standards. I desire to teach and
counsel young people and spread the joy that I have experienced in serving Him.

VIVIEN

College: Carlile College, Kenya
Course: Diploma in Christian Mission Anticipated Graduation: 2019
I serve as an evangelist in the Kibera slums. I go every day and serve in missions, evangelism,
and fellowshipping with others. My study has greatly impacted me. It has impacted me in terms
of my faith, of growth in the ministry and knowledge. After I graduate I want to be an ordained
minister and to be an evangelist.

LIDIA

College: Christian Leaders Training College, Papua New Guinea
Course: Advanced Diploma in Ministry Anticipated Graduation: 2020
I grew up in a Christian family. I am studying an Advanced Diploma in Ministry. I decided to study
this program because I have a dream to help people who don’t really know about God. I would
like to minister to mothers and children. When I graduate I want to be active in women’s’ ministry
to be able to work with poor or disadvantaged mothers.

KHUP

NEW PRINCIPAL FOR UBTC
OCA congratulates UBTC on their appointment of a new principal for the college, Rev. Amartuvshin
Lkhagvatsere.
The appointment ceremony was held on September 4, 2017, appointing Rev. Amartuvshin Lkhagvatseren as
the 10th principal of UBTC.
Former principal Rev. Purevdorj Jamsran had successfully ministered as principal for 10 years at the college,
and many OCA friends met him in 2016 when he visited us for our Annual Dinner Program.
Special thanks to Rev. Purevdorj Jamsran for his faithful ministry for UBTC, and to Rev. Amartuvshin, we look
forward to seeing God use you in this way in the coming years!
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College: Myanmar Evangelical Graduate School of Theology
Course: Master of Biblical Studies Anticipated Graduation: 2019
It is my immense joy to be a minister serving the Lord and as a minister in the church I can put
what I am learning into practical ministry. I have a big dream to lead young people in our church
because many young people are neglected. In our church, many young people are struggling
with addictions, spiritual issues, and social issues. Many young people drop out of schools
because they have very limited resources for their education. Therefore, I have a big burden to
help young people in our church.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON SPONSORING A STUDENT,
PLEASE CONTACT LINDA ON 1300 889 593
PLEASE PRAY
God of all knowledge, we pray for these students and all people who seek to share the truth of your word. May you
equip them with knowledge, strengthen them in trials, and through your spirit open doors for your living word to
transform lives.
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