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AN INVITATION

OVERSEAS COUNCIL AUSTRALIA ANNUAL DINNERS
THE IMPERATIVE OF OCA’S MINISTRY
As we celebrate the thirty years of OCA’s ministry
we want to honour the many men and women
who set the vision, and have laboured to establish
the work in Australia. Our guest speaker is our own
Executive Director, Rev Dr Stuart Brooking, who
will look back over ‘the changes and the constants’
of OCA’s ministry. He will also explain many of
the exciting new capacities OCA has, which are
increasing the benefit we bring to our partner
Bible colleges.These capacities are opening up
many new opportunities for the future which will
greatly multiply the impact of the ministry.
The 2017 Annual Dinners will be an ideal
opportunity to introduce new supporters to the
ministry of OCA as Stuart outlines our vision and
the imperative for the ministry.
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From the
Executive
Director
From the first time I visited one of OCA’s partner
colleges, I have been impressed by the difference
they make in the students they teach. The impact
on students from their three or four years’ study is
life changing. I often hear students and graduates
give testimony to how their teachers not only
taught God’s word, but modelled a godly life, and
encouraged the students personally to use their
gifts, and to trust God during life’s difficult times.

Danni de Keizer, Macquarie Uni student and
staff member at OCA.
OCA supports thousands of Bible college
students in the developing world.

CHAT TO DANNI AND
THE TEAM ABOUT HOW
YOU CAN GET INVOLVED.
In December we will be introducing the next
generation of Australian students to OCA at
the AFES National Training Event (NTE)
in Canberra.
We will also be launching “Student 4
Student”, a new sponsorship model for
Australian students to join together to
sponsor an overseas Bible college student.

In this edition of the Prayer Alert we have asked a
small group of students and graduates to reflect
on their experiences at college. They give an
insight to the difference their training has made
to prepare them for a life time of ministry.
I trust that these first hand anecdotes give you a
sense of the value to each one of the thousands
of students OCA impacts through its ministry, and
thus the thousands of churches they influence. I
hope these stories can give a deeper insight to set
the direction for your prayers

Rev Dr Stuart Brooking
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1st to 3rd SEPTEMBER 2017

Christian Leaders' Training College Student

Giving right thanks
… and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.
GENISIS 22:18

PLEASE PRAY
Praise you, Lord, for keeping your covenant to Abraham and bringing blessing to the world. May the work of OCA
embody your purposes for the world, so the church is strengthened and your mission goes forth. Amen.

The promise to Abraham finds its fulfilment in the Old Testament people of God, and then in Jesus, the person
of God, and then in us, the New Testament people of God. We bring blessing to the world. It has come to us
through Christ, and now we work with him to bring blessing.

LAST FINANCIAL YEAR

PROJECTS

OCA has had its highest annual income, going over
$2mil for the first time, reaching $2.15mil. We are
grateful for the new and existing donors who made
this possible. Due to some new pledges we expect a
slightly higher income level in the coming year.

We received over $600,000 towards thirty different
projects. We were able to complete several projects
in the quarter, including a new dormitory (the
existing building was a narrow, four storey house) at
Hanoi Bible College for a new class of students to join
the college. We also supported library acquisitions
for colleges in Egypt, South Sudan and colleges
operated by unregistered churches in China.

LAST FINANCIAL QUARTER
In the June quarter we received funds for numerous
projects and people.

SPONSORSHIPS
We received about $230,000 for the students we
support directly. The total student body of our
partner colleges numbers nearly 10,000.

FACULTY STUDY GRANTS
We received nearly $120,000 to help support
twenty-seven faculty members in their doctoral
and masters degree studies. This included the
first payments towards a number of faculty being
supported as part of the Africa Mile Deep Strategy,
and new study programs being done by faculty at
Christian Leaders Training College in PNG.
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NON-FINANCIAL SUPPORT
OCA has a growing ministry of consulting which
operates to strengthen the operations of our
partner colleges. Many of our consultants are OCA
supporters who give their time voluntarily. This work
is in the areas of leadership coaching, IT support,
coordinating of OCA’s commitments, librarianship
and other activities.
We are pleased to be part of bringing blessing to our
brothers and sisters around the world.
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4th to 10th SEPTEMBER 2017

PLEASE PRAY

More confident, by God’s grace
Asian Theological Seminary, Philippines

Loving God, we thank you for ATS and the great training they provide for Christian leaders. We thank you
for the teachers and the leadership who serve there. We praise you for your work in Liz’s life and for the
knowledge and ministry experience she has gained. Please keep growing her spiritual gifts, especially in
teaching and use her for your kingdom, in her church and the Samaritana Transformation Ministries. Amen

By Ms. Liz Fortes, Graduate Diploma in Transformational Urban Leadership (2015)
Shalom!
I am Ms. Liz Fortes. I am a part of Emmanuel Church
Ministries International. I allot my Saturdays and
Sundays for serving our church, while on weekdays,
I work for Samaritana Transformation Ministries.
This is an NGO that works with women caught
in prostitution in the Philippines. I handle their
microfinance project and work with other staff in
the transforming work of Samaritana. I work from
Tuesdays to Fridays from 8:30am to 5pm.
Studying at Asia Theological Seminary (ATS) in
the Philippines helped me discover and develop
my teaching skills. I was also able to cultivate the
necessary skills needed for community organising
and microfinance, as well as skills on how to help in
the holistic transformation of the lives of Samaritana
women. I learnt so much through the practical
components of my course. I was humbled while
journeying and learning with and from the women
I ministered to. I was also able to develop the
relational skills needed in journeying with others.
In our church outreach ministry in San Mateo, I
continue to grow in humility and trust in the Lord.
There, I learned to fully trust God in terms of His
leading as well as in my financial needs. I developed
my skills in translating materials from English to
Tagalog. This has enabled me to be more effective
in teaching the men and women I minister to. The
relationship that was built over time was amazing!
It is one of the most important things I learned
to value while doing the ministry. The training
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I acquired from ATS has proven relevant in our
immersion.
Through ATS, I discovered things about myself and
how far I can push myself in my service to the Lord.
I am confident that wherever the Lord would take
me, I know He can use me more effectively because
of the training I received at ATS. Currently, I, together
with two friends, have been offered to jumpstart a
community development work in three locations.
I can still remember the reason why I considered
enrolling at ATS – during a mission trip to Balabac
Island, I wanted to do more for the community but
had no idea how. Back then, I did not know where
to start. After my ATS training, I am more confident,
by God’s grace, that I can be more effective as God’s
servant. I am grateful because now I can be more
competent in the work that God has called me to do.
In the past, I ministered during outreaches but was
not confident enough in my teaching skills. I relied
heavily on the materials provided by the church. But
my training in ATS enabled me to confidently teach
children, young people, young professionals, men
and women. Now I often create my own teaching
modules and/or revise teaching materials to be
used specifically for groups, like men, women or
even young people. I also learned to teach the Word
of God using the right interpretation as taught by
our professors. I must say that almost everything I
learned and everything I did (and am still doing) for
God’s kingdom I learned from ATS. I will always be
grateful for the knowledge and experience I acquired
from ATS.
TOP Liz with community in San Mateo Rizal, BOTTOM Liz with the women of Samaritana Ministries
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11th to 17th SEPTEMBER 2017

I have been changed
Tyrannus Bible Seminary, Indonesia

By Serius Mendrofa, Bachelor of Theology in Christian Education (2016)
Currently, I am finishing my Theology studies and I
have a ministry in Kristen Kudus Church, Bandung. It is
a small church that has been planted in the last couple
of years. I have been serving in the church for one and
a half years. Every Sunday I run the Sunday School. I
have the opportunity to preach two to three times
a month. Also I have the responsibility to manage
activities related to the teaching programs, and I
make the materials for the Sunday School. Recently
I organised for the children to attend some events to
help them be motivated to attend Sunday School class
and see learning as an exciting activity. Last month
I contacted a publisher that distributes Bibles for
children. I requested for them to provide Bibles for the
children in the church. Praise God, we were given some
to use in the Sunday School class.
As my studies finish I am writing my thesis, titled
“Kurikulum Pembinaan Iman Bagi Anak Remaja di
Lembaga Rumah Anak Indonesia Yogyakarta” (The
Curriculum of Equipment for Teenagers in the Homes
for Indonesian Children Organization in Yogyakarta).
Through the thesis, I want to make a contribution
towards the development of teaching materials for
equipping the teenagers that are fostered by Lembaga
Rumah Anak Indonesia. Particularly, this writing
focuses on the issue of identity. The thesis is inspired
by the situation that I saw as I did practical ministry
in the organisation for six months. In addition, the
thesis is the expression of my desire to get involved
in social ministry in the future after graduating from
Tyrannus. Through writing the thesis, I received some
special insight. Through studying the Bible deeply,
I have found that the greatness and the wisdom of
the Word of God gives light and provides solutions for
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many problems. This has challenged me to study the
Word of God more and more to discover God’s truths
in order to strengthen my faith. Thus, through my life,
other people will see the application of the Word of
God that can be the answer for the challenges that
they struggle with.
Generally, studying at Tyrannus Bible Seminary
(Tyrannus) has changed my life, spirituality, and my
character. Before, I was spiteful. But now, I have been
changed to be a person who is able to forgive other
people. In the beginning, it was difficult to forgive,
but because of the guidance of the faculty, I can
overcome the desire of my flesh. In the past, I also
was bad tempered. But now, praise the Lord, through
the interaction inside and outside of the class, I have
been changed. At Tyrannus, I found a new life through
meeting Jesus Christ sincerely. Through my time on
campus, I can follow Jesus deeper than before.
My plan after graduating is to return to Nias Island, in
North Sumatra. It is my hometown. I have a desire to
serve in that place. I want to be a teacher that can help
children to know Jesus from an early age, instead of
knowing the gods worshiped by their ancestors that
are taught in their homes through many superstitious
stories. I also want to design some creative activities
for young people. In my hometown, there are a lot of
young people who are jobless and becoming alcoholic;
they spend a lot of their time in kedai tuak (traditional
pub). I plan to teach them to be active to make jobs
through farming and aqua-farming, which has much
potential. Among the young people, I will create a
faith building community that is aimed to bring them
back to the church and become a generation that will
bring a renewal to church and society.

Serius and the children in his Sunday School class.

PLEASE PRAY
Lord Jesus, we thank you for Serius and his hard work in studying and doing ministry in Bandung. Please
use him to teach and care for the children in their church plant. We ask that you prepare him for returning
to his hometown and that you use him to disciple young people and bring renewal to church and society.
Amen
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18th to 24th SEPTEMBER 2017

I have been able to apply
what I learnt

PLEASE PRAY
Compassionate Lord, thank you
for your servant Andres and for
raising him up as a church leader.
Thank you for his Bible training
in Colombia and thank you for
the faithful bible teachers and
for the students who do ministry
alongside him. Please help Andres
to continue to grow in spiritual
maturity and use him to disciple
and encourage his church family.
We ask that you use your church
in that difficult neighbourhood to
hold out words of truth and care for
hurting people. Amen

Fundacion Universitaria Seminario, Biblico de Colombia, Colombia By Andres Restrepo
As part of my studies at the Biblical Seminary of
Colombia, I have participated in founding a new
church in a new area of the city. This is an area where
lower income people are able to buy a basic apartment
for their family. They are basic red cement blocks, very
small and often sparely furnished, but they are more
solidly built than where most residents have lived
previously. Also the roof does not leak, and there is
public bus transportation, street lights and a garbage
pickup twice a week. But another reality is the street
violence in the neighbourhood. Gangs fight for
territory to control for extortion and drug sales, and
not obeying the gang leaders can cause physical harm
and even death. Police patrols are not frequent, even
at night.
Although these illegal groups have continued to fight
in the area for control of the territory, I have been
able to meet with the group trying to form a church.
I have given Bible study training to six adults, twelve
adolescents and eighteen children during the past
month when we have been on summer break between
semesters.
My classroom work from last semester has been very
helpful in this new church plant. I have been able to
apply what I have learned as I prepare each class. I am
using my knowledge from Hermeneutics, Synoptic
Gospels and Pauline Literature. The Hermeneutics and
Pauline Literature classes have been vital for a correct
interpretation of the Biblical passages I am using, and
to be able to apply the Scripture to the context and
needs of the people who attend each class. The study
of the Synoptic Gospels has helped me comprehend
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that much of what we read in the Gospels are direct
and indirect quotations of the Old Testament, and it is
necessary to understand them both in their original
context and the application in the New Testament.
As I minister in this new church, I see progress in
my ability to transmit the Gospel, as I have learned
that it is more than just transmitting knowledge,
but applying the Word to the needs of the people,
becoming interested in their problems. Before, I did
not see this as necessary.
I have also learned that in the pastorate one must
conserve and improve their relationship with the
Lord each day. Poor is one who is just learning from
books and not taking it into practice. One of the best
ways to preach the gospel of Christ is giving a correct
testimony in one’s life to the believing community and
to those who are hearing the gospel news. Therefore, I
have learned that I need the combination of study and
practical ministry of service when working with these
Bible study groups. I can see how God is working in
their lives and how they are being transformed. This
motivates me to study and prepare more, knowing
that the study is not in vain.

Andres Restrepo

In my devotional life, what I have seen emphasised is
how I now understand and have received the grace of
God in my life. Now I see and have certainty that the
grace of God is total grace and a free gift that I receive
without merit. My life must be transformed daily in
His image and show fruit. I want to live submitted to
the will of God and to serving others.

Andres teaching
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25th SEPTEMBER to 1st OCTOBER 2017

2nd to 8th OCTOBER 2017

Enabled to share the gospel
boldly

Lanka Graduate Centre, Sri Lanka By Prasadi Shashikala Nanayakkara
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I, Prasadi Shashikala Nanayakkara, was born and
brought up in a Buddhist family. I have a younger
sister, Hashini and a brother, Tamal. We grew up
with so many family problems, we were always in
a financial crisis. As my father was an alcoholic, we
went through hard times in our family including
poverty, lack of food, and we didn’t feel any love and
protection. As we did not have a permanent house
to live in we had to move from place to place many
times.
When I was 16 years old, my father left us at home
alone and my mother became the breadwinner
and the family burden was laid upon her shoulders.
She looked after us with her limited capacity. I felt
emptiness in my life and I tried suicide three times.
However God did not allow me to do that, he spared
my life for his purpose. After I finished my higher
studies I began to teach children privately.
One day we had the opportunity to hear the gospel
and I accepted Jesus as my personal saviour! When we
committed our lives to him I felt unspeakable joy and
peace in my new life.
The Lord has paved a way for me to undertake
theological studies at the Lanka Graduate Centre in
Kandy, Sri Lanka. This educational experience gives
me much understanding in my ministry as well as
in my personal life. I am completing a Diploma in
Theology as well as a Holistic Child Development
Diploma. This enables me to share the gospel boldly
to those who have a Buddhist background.
Apart from my studies, I work as a teacher in the
Morning Star School which engages in community
concern education. This career gives me the
opportunity to teach students from non Christian
backgrounds. These children are from different

localities. Some are street children and many of them
are from the fishing communities that live in coastal
areas. I hope that I am a part of building a beautiful
future for these children. Also I am able to work
among young girls who are in great need. Through
many small prayer groups I lead them to Christ. Back
in my church I am involved in ministries such as team
ministry, worship, media ministry and prayer ministry.
I sincerely thank OCA for the financial support which
you send me. It is a great investment in my life. I
thank you all for this support. May the Lord bless you
all. I promise you I will work hard for the Lord and His
Kingdom as long as I live.

Prasadi teaching at the morning Star School

PLEASE PRAY
Gracious God, thank you for saving Prasadi and
giving her gifts in ministry. Thank you for Lanka
Graduate Centre and the training they provide for
so many men and women. Please equip Prasadi for
teaching children and for sharing the gospel boldly
with the people in her community. Amen

Taught to be humble and faithful
Myanmar Evangelical Graduate School of Theology, Myanmar
By Zee Thang Yin, Graduate (2007)
I am Zee Thang Yin (Ah Yin) and I graduated from
Myanmar Evangelical Graduate School of Theology
(MEGST) in 2007. I am really grateful to MEGST for
such a wonderful privilege of doing ministry training
there. In MEGST the faculty members are simple
people but such deep theological thinkers. MEGST
taught me to be humble and to be faithful in the
calling, yet to be a quality servant leader. MEGST
trained me to be able to handle the truth rightly and
to apply those principles in our lives. MEGST faculty
members always encouraged me to be a man of
integrity.
I live in Myitkyina, Kachin State with my family. I have
two daughters and two sons. As a family, we serve
God in many different ways. My children lead singing
and play musical instruments in the church. Thank
you for your prayers.
Right after my graduation from MEGST in 2007, I
went to my home state of Kachin. Kachin State is
the northern state of Myanmar. I was appointed
as the Principal of Myitkyina Bible College (MBC), a
leadership role I held until 2016. In most years we
had about 20-30 graduates. All of our graduates are
serving God all over Myanmar. Our graduates strive
to be men and women who are quality servant
leaders, showing integrity, humility and love in
their ministries. In 2016 I resigned from my position
because I wanted to face some other challenges too.
From July 2016, God gave me a chance to extend the
ministry into the China border area. In Shinkhaung,
which is just a border town, we started a training
school. That school is called Shinkhaung Christian
School. It’s goal is to train local people to be quality
leaders in their own home town. The school is in a

remote area that serves people who cannot travel
too far for their studies. We train the church leaders
from Myanmar and China. Although we do not have
regular sponsors, we work together with the local
churches there and it is a great blessing to them too.
I am very proud to be a MEGST graduate. Although I
cannot go for further studies, God granted me special
opportunities to be a man of God, and to train people
to be men and women of integrity. Thank you for
praying for us and supporting MEGST continuously.

Ah Yin leading his class at Shinkhuang Christian School

PLEASE PRAY
Heavenly Father, we give you praise for the Myanmar
Evangelical Graduate School of Theology School and
the humble and faithful teachers there. We thank
you for Ah Yin and his family, we pray that you keep
using them in their church ministries. Thank you for
his leadership at the MBC, please bless and make
fruitful the ministries of their graduates. Please
equip and use Ah Yin as he trains church leaders from
Myanmar and China. Amen
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9th to 15th OCTOBER 2017

Spurred on to go and witness

Mauritian Bible Training Institute, Mauritius By Jean-Lou Desir

Greetings! My name is Jean-Lou Désiré, I am a student
at the Mauritian Bible Training Institute (MBTI).
I received Christ five years ago when an acquaintance
from a nearby church suggested that I talk with a
counsellor. Back then Claudia and I were not married,
she already had two daughters from a previous failed
marriage, and she was pregnant. At that time our
relationship was going through a rough patch. I had
the feeling I was drowning beneath a huge mass of
challenges and indignation that left me bitter and
bewildered. The counsellor came to our home, and
after some sound advice, she shared the Gospel. When
I heard about Christ’s love, sacrifice, and grace, it left
me in a sad but joyful emotional state and I could not
stop crying. Since then, curiosity and hunger to know
more have guided me to study His word.
One year after my conversion I found myself searching

would also teach some of the different ways the gospel
can be most effectively communicated to members of
the Islamic faith. Islam constitutes approximately 17%
of the Mauritius population. This was a catalyst. The
course spurred me on to go and witness on the street
and gave the me the confidence needed to engage
with members of another faith.
The other courses that follow would have as much
impact on my ministry. The ‘Biblical Preaching’ course,
for example, would provide specific instruction in
sermon preparation and delivery. In addition to the
knowledge acquired, attending this class brought
me assurance, confidence and improved my public
speaking skills. Courses such as ‘Bible Interpretation' &
‘Biblical Theology’ would lead me to an understanding
of the importance and value of responsible and careful
interpretation of a text, and the principles I have learnt

for a new church home. Under God’s providence, I met
Stephen Andrews, a member of the English speaking,
Baptist Church of the North and principal at that
time of the MBTI. I can say that my experience with
church had been disappointing so far – days after my
conversion I had naively joined the church next door,
whose hospitality was commendable but the doctrines
and teachings were deplorable. When I left this church
after spending one year there, nothing would give
more relief than to meet a faithful and knowledgeable
servant of the Lord in the person of Stephen. With his
encouragement, I was led to start biblical studies.
Inside of me was an urge to bring Biblical truth to the
very diverse people of Mauritius.
The first lecture I attended at the MBTI was about
‘Witnessing in a Muslim Context’, that deals with the
structure, beliefs, and practices of Islam. This course

have been proven so helpful in sermon preparation
and small group Bible studies and personal growth.
I am grateful to the Lord that He led me on this Biblical
education path. We planted two churches a couple
of years ago in the suburbs of the capital city. Now
we are getting the hang of different methodological
strategies, models, and principles through the ‘Church
Planting and Growth’ class. This has greatly contributed
to make me more contextually sensitive.
There is a positive resurgence for evangelism in my
church network. As it pursues width, I hope we will
grasp the value of theological studies to grow in depth.
May grace and peace be multiplied to the Mauritian
Church in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord,
for our joy and His name’s sake!

MBTI families enjoying fellowship and a day out

PLEASE PRAY
Almighty God, we give
you thanks and praise
for your saving work in
Jean-Lou’s life. We ask
that you enable him and
his fellow students to
be effective witnesses
amongst the Mauritian
people. Please use your
church to spread the
knowledge of God and
to share their joy in
knowing Jesus. Amen
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16th to 22nd OCTOBER 2017

Learning so much from my field
ministry

I learned the more I trust the Lord, the more it is reflected in my ministry.

Jordan Evangelical Theological Seminary, Jordan

By Rizk Abdelmalak

Serving individuals who need the Word of God,
especially the ones who are not churchgoers, is one
of the things that I learned from my Field Ministry
at Jordan Evangelical Theological Seminary (JETS).
In times of hard circumstances, many problems and
much evil, the people need someone to reassure them
and give them the spirit of peace and comfort. They
need someone to encourage them from the Word of
God. There are many Egyptian labourers in Jordan,
they are Christian by name but they do not attend
churches. I met many of them since arriving in Jordan.
I thought that if these people do not go to church, why
not to bring the church to them, to encourage them to
change their life by following Christ? I prayed and the
Lord burdened me to serve these labourers, the Lord
blessed my decision, showed me the way, and helped
me to start.
I started my doing my Field Ministry by running weekly
home groups, at times it was twice a week. I served in
the Fuheis area where I live and we met at the homes
of those who do not go to church. There were several
groups, mostly made of Egyptian male labourers,
where several of them live in one home. I met with
each group separately at their home, so each group
felt more comfortable to talk and share their fears,
challenges, problems, to pray and worship. Some of
these are well educated and others are illiterate. I had
to know how to reach each group separately.
For this Field Ministry, I used what I learned at JETS.
However, I learned much more from my field ministry.
I learned to preach the Biblical truth without any
bargaining with the Word of God, I learnt not to extend
17 the Word to people who are not valuing it and not to

impose it on others. I am still learning to keep quiet if
there is something I am not sure of, and to do some
research before answering or discussing any subject or
question I think I am sure of how to deal with.
The Bible passage that helped me most to grow
spiritually is Hebrews chapter 11. Faith helped me to
trust God, and to believe He is the God of impossible.
I started growing spiritually and to live by faith. Since
starting my Field Ministry, I started trusting God more
for my financial, physical and material needs. I trust
God will not forsake me, even though there might be
pain, or discouragement. I have taken a step of faith
and started learning music, thanks to the Lord, for I am
growing in Him. I learnt how to trust the Lord in my
ministry, I have started the first step to reach others
and know God will continue with me to finish what I
started. I learned the more I trust the Lord, the more
it is reflected in my ministry. I learned that God has a
plan for my life, I did not come to JETS by chance, there
is no chance in life, but there is God’s plan for me to
learn, to be remolded and reshaped spiritually so I can
serve Him in a better way.
The lessons I learned from my Field Ministry were not
expected, it is not an easy thing to do, it is not easy
to serve God. If it is not a calling from God, if the Lord
is not giving me grace, if I do not get God’s approval
of what I am doing, then it is done in vain and it is
fruitless. I learned that ministry without the blessing
of God is no ministry. At the beginning of my ministry, I
faced many difficulties, I went to people to teach them
the Bible but they rejected me, I felt sad and blamed
God. Our loving God dealt with me in His own way and
told me “They did not reject you, they rejected me”.

The Lord opened another door with a different group
who were in need to hear the Word of God. I learned
patience and to accept them as they were. At first,
some men used to leave the house, others were busy
with television or the mobile. God gave me wisdom,
tolerance and patience, after a while they started to
attend the whole time, came to the Lord and grew
spiritually. Thanks to the Lord because now the
meeting time is their blessed time!
I learned that ministry is a responsibility that needs
faithfulness and honesty with God and the people
whom I serve. If I am not honest with them, even if I
serve them with commitment and seriously, I lose my
integrity before God. I learned that ministry is giving
not taking, to give my time and finances. I leaned
ministry is God’s clear calling, a calling from a loving
heart towards other.
God is behind my ministry, if it were not for Him, it
would never touch the hearts of others. The Lord gave
me these souls to serve and I would love to continue
serving them after graduating from JETS, and I pray
I can have a paid job to support my family. Please
remember my ministry in prayer, also pray that I can
continue serving the Lord and to care for my family.

The beginning of a new Home Group ministry

PLEASE PRAY
Loving Lord, we thank you for JETS and the many students who train there and go out as leaders into Jordan and
the nearby nations. We praise you that there is much ministry amongst Egyptian labourers and we ask for your
empowering and gifting for Rizk and his fellow students as they do Field Ministry amongst them. Please help Rizk
find good work and ministry opportunities when he graduates. Amen
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23rd to 29th OCTOBER 2017

Equipped for life and ministry
Asian Theological Seminary, Philippines Raniel M Galliardo, Master of Divinity in Christian Education
Greetings!
I am glad to impart to you a glimpse of what God
has been doing in my life, particularly in my ministry
involvements and studies. Currently, I am serving
full-time as the Christian Education Director in our
local church. My ministries include developing
curriculum for our church’s Bible study outreaches
and discipleship groups, helping in conceptualisation
and execution of our young professionals and youth
programs and activities, overseeing our children’s
ministry, and teaching in adults Sunday school. Since
I work in our church, I usually go there every day,
except Monday – my rest day.
My learning experiences in at the Asian Theological
Seminary (ATS) have helped me considerably in my
life as a Christian and in my ministry as a Christian
educator. Developing curriculum, designing
programs, and facilitating learning sessions are
the most helpful for me in terms of my ministries.
Meanwhile, a sound and careful interpretation of the
Bible based on the historical-grammatical approach is
invaluable as I prepare the content of each lesson and
preaching material. If there is anything that I think I
need to develop, it is my ability to work in a team and
the ability to lead effectively. I have said that because
after almost a decade of being involved in different
Christian ministries, I noticed that I often prefer to do
things on my own.
Since I started studying in ATS, there have been many
times when God impressed on me significant and lifechanging realisations. Let me share two. The Lord led
me to realise, accept, and live by the reality that being
19 His disciple is not about acquiring, but about giving

oneself for His sake. It was a profound realisation that
even until now, continues to permeate my heart and
mind, which I consider as an ‘unfinished business’.
I have been sensing that God is leading me to do
something significant about this – something that
would be of great impact to the Christian community.
Second, my ministry experiences and studies led me
to realise the paradox of Christian faith – that is, the
confidence in what we hope for and assurance about
what we do not see. In the words of Karl Barth, it is
the ‘leap of faith’. The challenges and uncertainties I
faced, and am facing, led me to embrace this view of
reality based on the Christian worldview. Life’s journey
could be described as travelling towards the unknown,
but as a Christian it is not a hopeless journey but a
worthwhile one. For we believe that He who was
once Himself an Unknown made Himself known, and
that He is the one who knows the unknown in our
lives – our every tomorrow. I think this is what makes
Christian faith meaningful and exciting.
Thank you for being part of our journey as scholars.
Your willingness and readiness to say ‘Yes’ to God in
supporting us has resulted in rippling effects. The
blessings you have shared with us have allowed us
to witness and experience the immense greatness
and faithfulness of our God, through our learning
experiences in the community of ATS. And these
experiences and learning were the windows through
which our respective congregations and spheres of
influence also see and experience our one and only
treasure to which our learning is all directed – our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Enjoying fellowship at College

PLEASE PRAY
Sovereign Lord, we thank you for your work in Raniel’s life, in saving him and teaching and
challenging him. We praise you that you are a living God who loves to grow us and use us in your
kingdom building works. Thank you for teaching Raniel and for now using him to teach others about
you too. Please keep on working in and through the students and graduates of ATS. Amen
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30th OCTOBER to 12th NOVEMBER 2017

Learning to live in community
Lanka Bible College, Sri Lanka

Lanka Bible College, Sri Lanka

By Dilshani Gunarathne, Graduate
I count it a privilege to be able to study at Lanka
Bible College (LBC). The college provided a learning
environment to develop my abilities, skills and attitudes,
and enhanced my Biblical understanding. Furthermore,
the college experience helped me to develop the habit
of personal devotion and reflection. In some classes, and
at chapel, we had time for meditation and reflection,
and it helped me to overcome my stress and fears. Now I
continue these habits that I have developed at LBC.
I am especially grateful that through my time at LBC. I
learnt to work with different people and personalities.
There were students from all over the Sri Lanka Island;
Sinhalese and Tamils. They were ethnically different,
culturally different, linguistically different, with
different educational backgrounds and denominations.
I learnt how to live peacefully with all of them. In our
hostels, playground, in the classrooms, at the chapel,

Changed worldviews
and attitudes
By Ishara Lakshitha Samarakoon

during the field work and daily duties I was moulded
and shaped to live in humility. As I started to do
ministry in Polonnaruwa I realised the importance
of the formation of a leader. I was moulded not only
by classroom instructions but by relating to others as
well. Now, I understood the gravity of leadership and
the importance of relational skills. Through all these
experiences I was able to develop skills in working,
communicating and relating and solving problems with
different people groups.

My time at Lanka Bible College (LBC) was excellent.
I came from a grass root level community. I was not
matured when I came to LBC, but LBC helped me to
become a good minister and teacher and preacher. My
time at the college developed my thinking capacity
and changed my worldview and attitudes. I was able
to understand the world meaningfully after training
at LBC. Through my learning experiences at LBC, the
subjects and practical ministry, I have developed a deep,
solid, and sound understanding of the Bible.

Today I work within the predominantly Sinhala Buddhist
area. But there are Tamil and Muslim minorities too.
Again, I’m in a multicultural context. The most important
key to do ministry here is relational skills. Learning to
live in a community is a great necessity for ministry in Sri
Lanka. There are mostly extended families, not nuclear
families. Guiding them into Christ is a challenge because
of all their relationships. I am learning to engage with
compassion and understanding. I greatly value my
experience at LBC. I remember how the leadership
helped me to grow into Christlikeness with compassion
and understanding. Through that, I have learnt how to
relate to people with the same compassion and insight.
It has enabled and empowered me to relate to many
different people with right attitudes and understanding.

In the counselling & psychology class, I learned to
analyse people’s issues and apply different approaches
for problems. I was able to develop my critical thinking
skills during my learning experience at LBC. This kind
of knowledge helps me to understand myself and
others. It helped me to prepare sermons with a better
understanding of human needs—social, intellectual
and spiritual.
Before, I came to LBC I thought that there was no
need to know about things happening in the world. I
felt that the things of the world were unspiritual. LBC
encouraged me to seek general knowledge. This helped
me to communicate biblical truth according to my
ministry context. It helps me to understand the reality.

I acquired skills in biblical interpretation, preaching and
teaching. It helped to develop my skills for preaching in
an orderly manner with clear exposition. It has enhanced
my sermons, so now I can speak with relevance to the
context. The training also helped me in developing the
skills of preparation for preaching and Bible studies.
Furthermore, I am able to overcome my public speaking
phobia. I am still learning and reflecting on what I
studied at LBC. During my learning experience at LBC
I developed tools to communicate the Gospel with
relevance.

PLEASE PRAY
Faithful God, thank you for LBCS and the teachers
and students who train there. Thank you for
Dilshani and Ishara and their life-changing
learning experiences. Please help them to apply
and use what they have learnt as they serve their
communities in many ways, for your glory. Please
keep raising up local leaders to shepherd and care
for the people of Sri Lanka. Amen

I have developed a deep, solid and sound understanding of the Bible.
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13th to 19th NOVEMBER 2017

20st to 30th NOVEMBER 2017

Reaching others with the good
news
Jordan Evangelical Theological Seminary, Jordan By Ishak Mikhail
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The Lord has helped me much in my Field Ministry
during each semester for the past four years. In 2015, I
and another student at Jordan Evangelical Theological
Seminary (JETS) had a spiritual day for Egyptian workers.
It was at the Irbid Baptist Church, in coordination with
the church pastor and all the Egyptian fellowship leaders
in the area. We made all the arrangements and were
thankful that it was a successful day. We had time for
praise, worship and prayer, then we had time set aside
for visitations.
Part of my Field Ministry was to preach at the Egyptian
Fellowship at the Rahwa Baptist Church in Fuheis. Other
times I preached at the Iraqi Fellowship in Fuheis. I preach
once a month at the Egyptian Fellowship at the Free
Evangelical Church in Khalda area, as well as preaching
once a month at the Egyptian Fellowship at the Baptist
Church in the Suweileh area. Every time I serve the Lord
through praise and worship, preaching or teaching, the
Lord gives me more confidence and strength to share the
Word among a big number of people.
Through my Field Ministry requirements for JETS, I
gained the skill of reaching others with the good news,
to teach it and to preach it. Each time I sat down to
prepare for a sermon, I took my time to pray for the
Lord’s guidance to choose the right subject, searched
the book and the expositions for the assigned subject,
and sat down to write the sermon with the Holy Spirit’s
leadership.
My Field Ministry varied from teaching, preaching,
leading the praise and worship time, or leading the
choir at the church, and this ministry is still going on. We
mainly sing once a month at the general church meeting
on Sundays. Other times we sing for a whole month in
the meetings, singing as solo or with the choir, especially

during Christmas and Easter. This ministry helped me to
learn that the worship and praise ministry is time to
manifest who God is and what He is doing for us.
By the time I reached my fourth year at JETS, I started
to serve the Lord through shepherding the congregation
at the church, and to assist with serving the Lord’s
Supper. This helped me to study more about the Lord’s
Supper and to teach about it so the congregation can
understand the meaning of it, especially since most
of the congregation are coming from the Orthodox
Church. With most of the congregation coming from a
simple background with little education, I learned how
to simplify my teachings to reach their heart and mind.
Next month, my wife and I are travelling to South Sudan
to explore the ministry possibilities down there.

Students seeking sponsorship
MUNIBA
College: Zarephath Bible Institute, Pakistan
Course: Bachelor of Theology Anticipated Graduation: 2018
"I was raised in a Christian family and my family have been serving in church for 10 years.
I started a fellowship group after facing many struggles in my life and I began to love and
serve others. Through my studies I am learning more about God and His Word and how to
serve in faith and love"

JAKA
College: Tyrannus Bible Institute, Indonesia
Course: Bachelor of Theology Anticipated Graduation: 2020
"I have come to Tyrannus to learn how to be a pastor. After I graduate I will serve as a pastor
in North Sumatra and as a missionary in Kalimantan. I know I am in God’s plan, I give all my
life away to serve Him. My only desire is to study the Bible and to be His servant."

FRIDA
College: Carlile College, Kenya
Course: Diploma in Cross Cultural Mission Anticipated Graduation: 2018
“I serve in children’s ministry as part of my college obligations and in my home town. My
studies have increased my faith and changed my thinking in many ways. After I graduate I
will serve in youth ministry, and evangelism, back in my home town.”

ALTANGEREL

Ishak Leading Worship

PLEASE PRAY
God of all Nations, we thank you for JETS and for your
servant Ishak. We thank you for the teachers and field
ministry supervisors who guide and train the students.
We ask for your help for Ishak as he and his family seek
ways of ministering in South Sudan. Please use them
to serve your people there and to help the church
grow. Amen

College: Union Bible Theological College, Mongolia
Course: Master of Theology Anticipated Graduation: 2018
My grandmother encouraged me in the Christian faith and through some Christian friends
I gave my life to Jesus. I have served in Campus Crusade for Christ in Mongolia for 3 years. I
felt called to serve God in the church and so I gave up everything and enrolled in a Master of
Mission’s. The life that we live now is to obey the Lord and proclaim His Word.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON SPONSORING A STUDENT,
PLEASE CONTACT LINDA ON 1300 889 593
PLEASE PRAY
Heavenly Father, we pray for these and other students studying at Bible Colleges around the world, grow them
in their love and knowledge of you. Thank you for their principals, teachers and college staff, who work hard to
serve you as they train the next generation of Christian leaders. Thank you for our many generous friends here who
support and pray for students overseas. Bless them and encourage them. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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VISIT THE

MIDDLE EAST
IN APRIL 2018

FRIDAY EVENING 13TH APRIL TO MONDAY 30TH APRIL
$5,500 PER PERSON
(Indicative cost for airfares, accommodation, food, tourist activities, and insurance, ex Sydney).
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Don’t miss this incredible opportunity to Join Rev Dr
Stuart Brooking and other members of the OCA team in
April 2018, for our Middle East Connection Tour.
Travelling through Jordan, Lebanon and Egypt, we will
visit three of our partner colleges to witness firsthand
the great work they are doing. We’ll also get to see some
of the major tourist attractions of the region.
In Lebanon and Jordan, Arab Baptist Theological
Seminary (ABTS) and Jordan Evangelical Theological
Seminary (JETS) have ministries to refugees from Syria
and other neighbouring countries. OCA has been blessed
to support the Syrian Refugee Project at ABTS, as many
of you will know through your own personal partnership
with us. We are looking forward to continuing to see the
impact of this project when we visit.
Visiting ABTS will also provide a great opportunity to
hear updates on the Online Study Program being offered
to pastors and leaders across the Middle East and North
Africa (MENA) region, who are restricted from travelling
to obtain ministry training. It has been exciting to see
this much needed program developed and we praise
God for the many students now studying through the
course.
Alexandria School of Theology in Egypt is a new partner

for OCA, associated with our wider African Mile Deep
Strategy. We will visit their new premises and learn of
the training ministry they support in Egypt, Ethiopia and
Tunisia.
Tourist Highlights - As well as seeing the marvellous
ministries of the colleges with whom we partner, this
Connection Tour will be full of the breathtaking sights of
a region rich in history and culture. In Lebanon we will
visit a crusader castle, and the Beqaa, known as one of
the most fertile and beautiful valleys of the world. In
Egypt we will see the pyramids and Great Sphinx. In
Jordan we will visit the famous rock hewn buildings of
Petra, and the courageous of us will climb to one of the
ancient religious High Places.
All through the tour, Stuart will explain the significance
of the history, politics, religion and ministry in the
particular place, so that experiences will enrich our
understanding and our prayers.
Security - As this Connection Tour is in a sometimes
volatile region, the details may need to change as we
get closer to the date of departure.
Let us know if you’re interested in coming by calling or
emailing the office and we will keep you updated on the
trip details.
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