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ADAPTING TO THE GOVERNMENT OF INDONESIA'S NEW
VALUES AND ACCREDITATION FRAMEWORK
Introducing Dr Samuel B. Sidjabat, International Guest Speaker
Recent changes in the Indonesian Higher Education
scene have created wholesale changes in the way
Bible colleges are required to operate. The initial
fear was that the government would seek to control
the content, but as it turns out they have been most
concerned about improving the colleges’ operations.
That’s both a relief, but also a great challenge. Our
guest speaker, Dr Samuel Sidjabat has a key role
across the country assisting dozens of colleges to keep
open and growing.
Binsen Samuel Sidjabat is the father of three adult
children and the grandfather of three grandchildren.
He and his wife, Tiarma, live at Tyrannus Bible
Seminary (TBS) campus, in Bandung, West Java
Indonesia. More than 900 alumni have graduated
from the Seminary with certificates or diplomas in
bachelor, masters and doctoral programmes.
Samuel left his job as a high school chemistry teacher
and studied Bible and theology at TBS in the Masters
of Divinity programme. Moved by a strong calling
from the Lord, since 1981 he has been teaching at the
institution in the disciplines of Bible, theology and
discipleship.

Eight books have been published by Samuel in the
areas of theology of education, teaching, character
formation, family education, education in public
schools, and educational ministry in the church.
Since 2016, Samuel has chaired the Executive Board
of an Evangelical Theological Education Fellowship
in Indonesia, referred to as PASTI. The organisation
partners with 54 evangelical theological colleges out
of 397 theological education institutions across the
country.
With his Executive Board members, Samuel organises
theological symposia, workshops and seminars
for theological educators in order to enhance
their professionalism. To meet the national higher
education standards, OCA has helped to facilitate
scholars of PASTI to undertake research and write
for academic publications both nationally and
internationally.
We look forward to hosting Samuel at our dinner
series and delving into the strategies used by the local
church to train and empower Christians leaders in a
Muslim majority nation.

Join us

at one of our dinner events
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
I have often been asked why it is so important to support PhD study. Apparently in 19th Century England someone
with a PhD and DD - Doctor of Divinity - would typically be the most boring preacher and thus be known as a
PhuDy DuDy!
In some circles the question is asked about why any training is necessary for pastors at all! For some the activity
of the Spirit is the only criteria and studying may actually decrease access to that Spirit.
OCA supports training at every level from doctoral to certificate level. We think it all matters. In this edition of
Prayer Alert we hope you get a glimpse of why that is.

Jenny with her family when they worked at Zarephath Bible Seminary

THANKS TO JENNY SONNEMAN.
Jenny has done a great job for OCA over the past four years as our Victorian Director.
We first met in Pakistan where she and her husband Steve were missionaries with Church Missionary Society
(CMS). I encouraged them to transfer to work at our partner college, Zarephath Bible Seminary (ZBS), and Steve
worked well on the faculty there. Towards the end of their time Jenny headed up a new department encouraging
local fundraising and I coached her to coach the team. When they moved back to Australia it seemed a natural fit
for her to work for OCA, which is what she did.
Jenny has clearly loved having continuing links with international ministry and promoting ZBS in particular. She
has brought many new people into the OCA orbit and introduced several new churches to our work.
In July Jenny took up a role as a school Chaplain at Ivanhoe Girls School, Melbourne. It is a big task involving
teaching and leading the spiritual development of the school. We are thankful for her contribution to OCA and
ongoing interest in the ministry, and pray for her in this new ministry.
In Christ’s service,

Rev Dr Stuart Brooking
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Students studying in the library at South Asia Institute for
Advanced Christian Studies.

Thank you!
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VISIT ISRAEL
AND JORDAN
SEPTEMBER 2019

TOUR TO THE
HOLY LAND
IN 2020
Our Executive Director, Stuart Brooking is planning
a 16 day tour in September next year to Jordan and
Israel.
We will focus on some of the key Biblical sites such
as Mt Nebo and the Jordan river as well as the
ancient city of Petra.
In Israel we will visit some key Galilean sites
(Capernaum, Lake Galilee), and in and around
Jerusalem (Mount of Olives, the temple site, and
Bethlehem).
Of course our interest will also be with the current
social environment and the church today, so we’ll
visit the Bible colleges where Christian leaders are
being trained for ministry. We’ll mix with faculty,
students and graduates of Jordan Evangelical
College, Nazareth Bible College, and Bethlehem
Bible College, to see how they train for the unique
challenges of their region.
Dates and costs are pending.

PLEASE REGISTER YOUR INTEREST
BY CONTACTING STUART BROOKING
stuart@overseascouncil.com.au
05
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1st to 8th SEPTEMBER 2019

WE GIVE THANKS FOR OUR
SUPPORTERS AND FOR OUR
PARTNERS!
Greet Apelles, whose fidelity to Christ has stood the test
ROM 16:10a

We know nothing of Apelles, except this inspiring tribute by the Apostle Paul in the midst of his many greetings
at the end of his letter to the Roman church.
I recently attended a meeting to discuss OCA’s ministry in a place of increasing opposition, discrimination and
sometimes persecution. We thought about the ministry we could do, but perhaps most significantly, we prayed
for and gave thanks for our brothers and sisters that they would withstand whatever tests they face.

Rev Dr Stuart Brooking

IN THE LAST QUARTER
Student support – We received over $220,000 for
about 200 students in 20 of our partner colleges.
The largest amount was for Myanmar Evangelical
Graduate School of Theology where they have had a
sharp upturn in student enrolments. We hope to help
them during this expansion of the ministry.

FACULTY STUDY GRANTS
We received $56,000 in the quarter towards 15
individual faculty members. Funds where also given
towards the MTh group at Christian Leaders’ Training
College in Papua New Guinea.

PROJECTS
We received just under $500,000 towards 31 different
projects. These included funds to assist Lanka
Graduate Centre in Sri Lanka to finish refurbishments
after a fifth-floor extension, as well as helping set up
07 a new Masters programme beginning this year at the

Uganda Christian University. We received $60,000
to finish off the purchase of a new dormitory at
Myanmar Evangelical Graduate School of Theology
needed for the new students!

2018/19 YEAR RESULTS
We are still preparing our financial reports. We
received around $1.6 million in donations and again
over $100,000 in-kind donations – which represents
the work of many volunteers. We now ‘count’ the
contribution of our volunteer staff and consultants.
While it is a required accounting standard, it is also
a great way to remember the specific contribution of
time given by some of our supporters. To those we
don’t count in dollars, be assured you still count very
much for your contribution to the ministry of OCA in
promoting our work and praying for our partners.
Students from Myanmar Evangelical Graduate
School of Theology in the library
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9th to 15th SEPTEMBER 2019

16th to 22nd SEPTEMBER 2019

WHY GRASSROOTS TRAINING,
WHY PHDS AND WHY
EVERYTHING IN-BETWEEN?
By: Rev Dr Stuart Brooking, OCA Executive Director
In the West we are so used to the educational process
we barely notice it – except around our own, or our
kids’ exam time! We have normalised getting degrees,
and intuitively know that they both matter for some
things, and don’t matter for other things. That’s true
for ourselves and for other people.
We all want the best qualified medic to operate on us
but may not choose them to attend our next party.
Similarly, if we want to understand more about our
faith we want a well-trained preacher (and not a dull
one!) If we want to read up on some topic or other,
then we expect to be able to find books written by
competent people who understand the faith and the
aspect of life we’re interested in.
I have just described our expectation that requires a
massive theological educational system to be fulfilled.
Without all the theologians (doctorate holders)
writing all the books and teaching all the masters and
bachelor students, we wouldn’t have any of what we
want. The thing is, we already have it, and we barely
notice the infrastructure that made it possible.
It is not there in the developing world.
Or at least, it is there much less. Thankfully things are
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improving significantly year by year. The church is
starting to get the resources it needs.
In this Prayer Alert you’ll see various aspects of
how our partner colleges contribute to the whole
educational infrastructure to develop the millions of
trained pastors needed each year for the church. Some
focus on grassroots training, some on much higher
levels. Some do a mix. It is all needed.
Another key componant is that, every place needs
its own theological infrastructure. Some things can
be borrowed, or translated, but since each place has
unique issues, each place needs unique answers.
That’s why OCA is so keen to work country by country,
and region by region, to encourage the development
of the theological enterprise – God’s people need it to
live and to grow, both personally and as a church.
If you find you like one level or other of theological
education, that’s fine, but notice that none of it can
happen unless you have all of it happening. It is a
whole system of learning, writing, teaching, leading
and application to each context. Praise the Lord for
our partner Bible colleges who do all this great work.
We’re grateful to work with them helping them
provide what the church needs.

A BRIEF GUIDE TO THEOLOGICAL DEGREES.
Theological education is a broad term encompassing any study above and beyond what generally
happens in a church context. It is often to help church leaders perform their tasks more capably but is
also undertaken by church members to expand their understanding of God’s word and to help them think
about life and live it as God wants.
There are many levels and categories of degrees but here is a basic list that will come up in this Prayer
Alert, plus a few others. (Of course it is an approximate description.)
Certificate of Theology (ThC) or Ministry (Cert Min) – this refers to courses that go for a few weeks
of intensive study, or are prolonged over a year or two being held an evening a week. Often there will be
the Bible and a booklet to guide learning.
Diploma of Theology (DipTh) or Ministry (Dip Min) – This is a 2 or 3 year full-time course that
focusses on learning the Bible, theology (a systematic learning of Christian ideas) and pastoral ministry.
They sometimes have a focus on mission or youth ministry.
Bachelor of Theology (BTh) or Ministry (BMin) – This is a 3 or 4 year full-time course that introduces
students to more critical intellectual dealings with what they learn, beyond the diploma level.
Master of Divinity (MDiv) – This is a three year course for people with a degree in another discipline.
It is oriented towards people who will move into ministry.
Master of Theology (MTh) – This is a second degree in theology for 2 or 3 years. It is more academic
in focus and involves writing a small thesis of about 40-60 pages on a specialist topic such as theology,
biblical studies, or pastoral ministry.
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) or Theology (DTh) – This is a second or usually, third degree in theology
for 3 to 5 years and sometimes involves coursework (such as in the MTh). It always involves a lengthy
thesis of 100 – 200 pages on a specific topic in the specialist area. It is expected that it will involve
original research and contribute to new knowledge in the field of study.
Doctor of Ministry (DMin) – This is like a PhD but with more orientation to practical ministry issues. It
often involves a portfolio of work, rather than a single thesis.

PLEASE PRAY

PLEASE PRAY

We thank you Father for the ministry of preachers, pastors and writers who guide us in our faith. We pray you
help provide for your people in every country that they may be blessed with what they need to grow personally
and as a church. Amen.

Thank you for the tens of thousands of students studying in OCA’s partner Bible colleges. Help them to know the
value of their degrees, and to understand what their degrees do not give them. Keep them spiritually fresh, and
dedicated to our Lord Jesus, through what they learn, and sometimes beyond what they learn in their studies.
May they bless your people with your word - preached, taught, pastored and lived out. Amen.
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23rd to 29th SEPTEMBER 2019

WHY 57 INDONESIAN BIBLE
COLLEGES NEED DOCTORAL
STUDY OPTIONS
By Dr Samuel Sidjabat, Chairman of PASTI Executive and Principal of Tyrannus Bible College, Indonesia
The accreditation of all theological colleges in
Indonesia must now come from the government
through the National Accreditation Agency for Higher
Education. It is no longer possible to function as a
theological institution without this accreditation.
Hence, theological colleges have to develop their
quality to meet standards of secular universities in
Indonesia.
Out of 397 theological institutions in Indonesia, there
are 57 active theological colleges and seminaries
which are members of the organisation, which
translated, is called the Evangelical Theological
Schools in Indonesia (locally known as PASTI). Eight
theological institutions run doctoral programs.
Others facilitate bachelor and master studies in
Bible, theology, religious education, evangelism and
discipleship, and pastoral ministries.
Faculty development is seen as a very important
element in enhancing the ministry of theological
institutions. On top of a need to have faculty with
doctoral degrees, there is a government requirement
to increase their competence of research and writing.
Senior faculty need to show evidence of their

expertise through further research and publication
after earning their doctoral degrees.
A theological educator who could be considered by
the government as a lecturer has to have a doctorate
and is granted the functional position of LECTOR.
Legally, he or she is qualified to teach students in
bachelor and masters level study. To teach in doctoral
programmes a lecturer needs to have the functional
rank of SENIOR LECTOR or PROFESSOR. These ranks
can be obtained by demonstrating publications in
accredited national and international journals.

on the theme “Sharing Jesus Christ in Indonesia”
with several subthemes. Workshops will develop the
teaching skills of the faculty, and quality management
of the theological institutions in accordance with the
national accreditation standards.
Finally, OCA will also fund a conference for thirty
scholars of PASTI on the area of ‘Supervision of
Doctoral Research and Studies’. Facilitators will come
from the Australian College of Theology (ACT) as
enabled by OCA. The conference is to take place from
25th – 29th November 2019 in Semarang, Central
Java.
The eight doctoral programs will be enhanced to
teach the hundreds of faculty members needed for
the 57 member institutions of PASTI and indeed many
other theological institutions in Indonesia. By helping
scholars of PASTI, OCA will indirectly bring impact to
the quality development of Indonesian evangelical
scholarships in equipping students for various church
ministries around the archipelago.

To help the theological institutions of PASTI, its
Executive Board has been supported by Overseas
Council Australia (OCA). Firstly, we sent scholars
for two or three months to do research and writing
in Australia. Last year, there were five scholars who
benefited by the program. This year there will be
another seven scholars funded to study in Australia
to use the libraries and join in the life of various
theological colleges in Australia.

30th SEPTEMBER

to 6th OCTOBER 2019

YOU CAN HEAR DR SAMUEL SIDJABAT
AT THE OCA ANNUAL DINNERS
See page 1-2 for details.

PLEASE PRAY
Almighty God, we praise you for the
partnership between OCA and PASTI,
and for the generosity of Australian
donors and theological colleges. Through
these partnerships, please enable the
continuation and strengthening of
theological education in Indonesia. Amen.

Secondly, OCA has funded several conferences and
workshops held in Indonesia. The Executive Board has
been organising our biennial theological symposium

PLEASE PRAY
Powerful Lord, thank you for all the students and faculty studying at the 57 theological institutions that are
members of PASTI. We pray you give each student great faithfulness, wisdom, humility and joy as they serve
you and study your word. We ask that, as each student is equipped, you deepen their reliance on you and
11 prepare them to share your gospel throughout Indonesia. Amen.

PASTI Executive Board Meeting in January 2019
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7th to 13th OCTOBER 2019

HOW I CHANGED MY MIND
ABOUT MASTERS AND
DOCTORATES
By Philip Hayes

PLEASE PRAY
God of all knowledge and wisdom, we thank you for
the graduates of MEGST and the ministries they have
in teaching your word. Bless them in their writing
and through leadership for their nation. Help them
to influence your church to be more truly Biblical
in all that it undertakes in the changing society of
Myanmar.

Phil is a long-term OCA supporter who travelled with others on an OCA Connection Tour to South East Asia in February this year.

When thinking about developing theological
education in the majority world, I always thought in
terms of training church pastors to teach the Bible.
Overseas Council Australia successfully supports
this sort of training around the world. However, to
be honest, I was more cynical about postgraduate
education to Masters or PhD level in the same context.
It seemed very costly to the indigenous church and
overseas donors to invest in that level of academia. Is
it really advancing the Gospel cause? Could it possibly
sidetrack institutions into theological careerism? How
many theology lecturers are really needed in South
East Asia? What value do the extra qualifications
bring to churches struggling under financial pressures
and persecution?
Visiting the Myanmar Evangelical Graduate School
of Theology (MEGST) in Yangon, Myanmar in its
graduation season changed my perspective and
quashed my cynicism. Firstly, I realised that I take for
granted the wealth of teaching resources and books
available to any a church in Australia. But who is able
to write theology and other books in the majority
world? Who understands the language and culture? It
is certainly hard to see Australian or American books
being useful.

Secondly, I realised the Graduates from MEGST were
equipped to ask and answer the questions raised by
the Gospel imperatives for Myanmar. For instance,
one Master of Theology paper drew on the works of
Dietrich Bonhoeffer to explore the role of the church
in a totalitarian-type state. It seemed very relevant
in a country where the church has been actively
apolitical for 30 years under the military junta.
Another Master’s student researched how to mission
from minority persecuted tribes to majority Buddhist
communities.

The MEGST Graduation in February 2019. Phil is with his wife Lynne in the front row with the blue tie.

Post graduate theological students in the majority
world ask the questions that are important to the
church in their cultural context. Finding the right
answers matters if the church’s mission is to be
effective and culturally relevant. From their research
will come the books and articles that speak in the
language and context that pastors need in the field.
I have been converted from cynicism to seeing
dedicated young brothers and sisters laying deep
foundations in biblical thinking that will set the path
for the churches in Myanmar for the next generation
and beyond. May God use his Word in the hands
of these future leaders to bring much fruit for the
kingdom and blessing to Myanmar.

PLEASE PRAY
Glorious God, we pray that your word would spread powerfully through Myanmar. Thank you for the faculty and
students at MEGST. Please continue to raise up pastors and leaders who can be effective as they minister to the
13 Burmese people and bless their efforts to publish works that are culturally relevant for your work in Myanmar. Amen.

Phil (right) meeting a MEGST faculty member, Stephen Vum Cung Nung.
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21st to 27th OCTOBER 2019

14th to 20th OCTOBER 2019

THE IMPORTANCE OF
MASTER OF THEOLOGY
LEVEL TRAINING FOR THE
CHURCH IN PAKISTAN
By Ashkenaz Asif Khan, Principal Emeritus, Zarephath Bible Seminary, Pakistan
The first Punjabi church started in a village in
1873 in present day Pakistan. The churches did not
germinate in a Judeo-Christian heritage and now
exist in a majority non-Christian environment which
has a strong opposing worldview. A casual talk with
believers in these countries will tell the visitor that
many are in survival mode. But the power of the Gospel
demands that this body of Christ take another step and
become leaven for the society around them, and the
leaven has to start its action. An inward, intimidated,
marginalised and beleaguered church can only look
out for its internal interests. How can such a church
impact outside itself, and become outward looking?
The believers will have to be taught the Bible, Christian
life and the great plan of God for the nation. They will
have to be encouraged to get involved in social life,
the business world and nation building ideas. Eastern
societies are still social strata sensitive and traditional.
Thus, there is a need for study materials which are
based on firsthand research in the context and written
out of experience within the society. Unfortunately,
most books are still translated from Western writers.
The libraries of the seminaries are stacked with

western resources. This is true more broadly in society.
There is only one protestant research centre in the
country which deals mainly with ecumenical and
interfaith dialogue issues. There is only one Christian
newspaper columnist who is a retired military officer
and writes for an English newspaper on geo-political
topics. There is no Christian columnist or editor for
Urdu or English print media. There are no Christian TV
anchor people in the fifty plus news channels.
There could be many reasons for this gap between the
church and society. One could say that Christianity is
nascent. But one major reason is that in the past, no
seminary offered training for research, writing, and
deep theological reflection. Only three seminaries
offered a coursework Master of Divinity level training.
A handful of people were able to get research Master
of Theology training abroad (not more than 10 in the
whole country) in the last 140 years of church history
in Pakistan. As a result, there are less than 5 people
with an earned PhD in biblical studies or theology. It
is not hard to imagine the dearth of Christian thinkers,
researchers and writers in Pakistan. The modern social
media has opened new windows for interaction.

PLEASE PRAY
Loving God, we pray for the nation of Pakistan. Please raise up many workers to work in your harvest field there.
Thank you for establishing Zarephath Bible Seminary and for guiding their faculty and students. We ask that you
15 supply all their needs as they serve you and bless their nation. Amen.

PLEASE PRAY
Heavenly Father, your kingdom often grows from small beginnings. Thank you for the work of Zarephath Bible
Seminary. We ask that you would bless the students currently studying in the inaugural Masters of Theology
program and pray that you would equip them to be powerful witnesses for Jesus Christ. Multiply and grow your
church to impact every area of society in Pakistan. Amen.

What we need is Christian men and women available
in each walk of life with the message of the love
of God and a hope for our society. Such people will
need sound biblical guidance for issues faced by our
present-day society. It is for this reason that Zarephath
Bible Seminary (ZBS), with assistance from OCA has
begun the first MTh program in Pakistan.

The BTh and MDiv provide the church with pastors,
youth workers, Sunday school teachers, and
evangelists. The MTh and PhD provide the church with
people who will train the first two levels but at the
same time add to the intellectual asset of the church
and society, to permeate Bible knowledge and values
through all levels of society.

With the new MTh program it is hoped that the MTh
graduates will be able to take this challenge and fill
the gap. By looking deeply into the Word of God and
understanding how it may speak to us for our times,
they will be able to write about impacting our society.
This will prepare the church to produce future leaders
at a higher level. Preparing such leaders in their own
context and with much lower costs, makes a lot of
sense for us as stewards of God’s resources.

A natural outcome of the MTh course at ZBS will be the
availability of teachers for MDiv classes for seminaries
besides ZBS.
We began 18 months ago with 16 MTh students (13
male and 3 female). It is a small beginning with a big
hope to impact the society as never before (197 million
of which 97% are Muslims).
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28th OCTOBER to 3rd NOVEMBER 2019

WHY THE KALAYMYO
CONSORTIUM BACHELOR’S
DEGREE MATTERS
By Dr Rod Edwards, Overseas Council New Zealand lead consultant at the Kalaymyo Consortium
of Bible Colleges, Myanmar.
Kalaymyo (pop. around 400,000) is immediately
adjacent to the Chin Hills in Myanmar. Those hills are
the home of a couple of million Chin people. To that
tribe (with its multiple sub-tribes) there came, in
1899, missionary pioneers Arthur and Laura Carson.
Despite a headhunting, animist culture they found
a people “strangely prepared and responsive” to the
gospel. Christian affiliation today is high, believed to
be over 90% of the tribe.
Economic pressures drove many Chin to Kalaymyo,
a frontier city just 100 miles from the Indian border.
Along its streets, Chin homes are often billboards
to their faith. Texts and affiliation on houses and
shops proclaim their allegiance to Jesus. But faith
is now fifth generation, which presents challenges:
nominalism and a century old Christian culture.
Interfuse this with a church leadership style which
has been influenced by almost 60 years of dictatorial,
military government. To Western eyes, church life is a
curious admixture. Yet it is tribal Christians who are at
the forefront of evangelism in Myanmar.
Despised by the Bamar, (Myanmar’s dominant tribe
of aristocracy and rulers, and where the term ‘Burma’
comes from) a minority like the Chin represent
inferiority and subservience. Yet God delights to
confound social order! God chose the lowly things of
this world and the despised things – and the things
that are not – to nullify the things that are ... (1
Corinthians 1:28 NIV.UK)
Grassroots training in Kalaymyo? Among a

17 despised minority? Among students whose parents

experienced crops ravaged and women raped by a
disorganised military? Students with limited financial
resources, deprived of educational opportunities.
Students whose schooling consisted of underqualified
teachers, rote learning, overcrowded classrooms.
Students constrained by barriers – language, subtribes, denomination.
Yes! Yes indeed! Compassion itself is a valid motive.
But beyond this, undergraduate training here has
been a launch-pad for ministry. One school in the
consortium of colleges that constitute KCBC (the
Kalaymyo Consortium of Bible Colleges) has a map
identifying locations of over 50 of their students
now involved in missionary work in Myanmar. Other
schools have similar stories.
OCNZ and OCA are supporting the Kalaymyo
Consortium of Bible Colleges by assisting 9 diploma
level Bible colleges to join together in developing
a Bachelor of Theology program. It is progressing
gradually with some years to go before accreditation
will be possible.
The Bachelor of Theology through KCBC is
foundational for Christian ministry and leadership
in the North of Myanmar. All this takes hard work
and time! It requires upskilling of local faculty in
their teaching practice. Students need to think,
to understand and lecturers need to change! The
old methods where students blindly reproduced
content from old, stale lecture notes is no longer
valid. Discernment and informed judgments are
vital competencies if there is to be a knowledgeable

Clockwise from top left: KCBC three-wheel student transport, KCBC Classroom with some faculty and solar storage batteries in the
background, KCBC year 1 BTh English class, Dr John Buchanan teaching a combined KCBC year 4 BTh class.

response to God’s word in Myanmar. The current
‘invasion’ of soul-seeking cults and sects needs
intelligent responses from pastors. English acquisition
for reading competency is essential if students are
to engage with the resources that will give depth.
Change is not easy. But it is vital for a generation that
will nurture the church of the future.

Undergraduate training provides the platform for
advancement. It leads to higher level studies and
significant leadership roles for some. It has had
far-reaching implications even for the Myanmar
Graduate School of Theology (MEGST). Significantly,
the first, second, and present principal of MEGST are
all Chin. They come from this context and started with
local, grassroots training.

PLEASE PRAY
Dear God, thank you for the Chin people and the work of salvation that you have been doing in their hearts for 120
years. We praise you for raising up the lowly things of this world and making them a beacon of hope, salvation and
love in Christ. We ask that you equip the students at KCBC with determination to develop discernment and informed
judgements based on your word. Please bless KCBCs programs and raise up many workers to bring the Gospel of Jesus
18
Christ to Myanmar. Amen.

4th to 10th NOVEMBER 2019

THE EFFECT OF GRASSROOTS
TRAINING IN THE URBAN
COMMUNITIES OF NAIROBI,
KENYA
By Rev. Meshack Okumu, Manager of the Samaritan Strategy for the Church Army Africa - Centre for Urban
Mission, Nairobi, Kenya.
The Centre for Urban Mission (C.U.M.) is empowering
the church to become salt and light in the context
of urban poverty in the informal settlements in and
around Nairobi, Kenya.
C.U.M. has extensive grassroots training programs
operating among about 300 churches situated in
30 informal settlements of Nairobi. The Samaritan
Strategy Program is one of the non-formal training
programs currently offered by C.U.M.
The programme addresses worldviews that are not
biblical and explores practical training for pastors
and church leaders who serve in the inner cities.
This is crucial since urban worldviews are mainly
postmodern, and post Christian - hence the need
to rediscover the biblical worldview as the bedrock
of doing urban mission. This programme further
challenges the church in the slums to implement a
ministry using local resources, one that meets the
needs of the community and that communicates the
love of Jesus Christ to its neighbours.
In the first quarter of 2019 the programme was able
to train 57 pastors and church leaders in Dandora, and
another 16 pastors and church leaders in Mombasa.
In the second quarter, training was again offered in
Dandora, with a total of 52 pastors and church leaders
attending.
Those who attended began applying the teachings
19 immediately. Many attendees shared testimonies of

how their learning has helped them in ministering to
their communities in both simple and complex ways.
Two powerful examples are as follows:
1. Pastor Ernest Mkala is a retired school teacher from
Mombasa. As he sat in class, he recounted that, “the
facilitators motivated me when they talked about
identifying local resources”. He looked at what he
could grow in his piece of land and discovered that the
best option was red pepper, as it does not require a
lot of water and can be harvested for more than one
season.
He began by preparing an acre of a field and divided
it into three, with one quarter for his wife, one
quarter for the church and half for himself. He was
able to harvest over 400 kilograms which he sold in
the market. His wife and the church were also able
to make money out of this enterprise. He shared this
idea with his neighbours, church members and even
local Muslims, and a few of them began planting red
pepper.
He became the contact person for the growers and
the buyers would come and purchase from him.
Furthermore, the growers decided to add value to
what they were producing; they now make chili sauce
out of the peppers. The pastor was excited to report
that out of his effort to help his community emerge
from poverty, a couple in his community gave their life
to the Lord because they saw a genuine love from the

pastor.
2. Pastor Martha has been ministering for several years
in a slum called Saika, near Dandora. She was fearful
of reaching out to the drug addicts who were abusing
alcohol and marijuana in the community. The thought
of going to these people caused a lot of fear in her, even
though she was convinced that this was what God was
asking her to do.
She shared with the local government administrator
about her wish to go to the community and visit with
these people, but she was advised not to go as it is
considered dangerous. Yet, she still felt convicted, so she
went and visited these people and was received kindly.
Through these visits, the people were overwhelmed by
the love of the church and seven of those people came
to the saving knowledge of Christ. One in particular had
his marriage restored after 28 years, and two of the men
who had not spoken to their parents for 8 years, due to
strained relationships, were restored. They are now back
at home with their parents and are living happily.
Martha has a heart condition and asks for prayer. Now
that she has discovered this new ministry, she is desperate
to have more time to reach out to these people who need
Jesus. She broke down in the midst of her testimony and
said, “I have asked God to give me 15 more years that I may
apply what I am learning in this class”.
From top: Mombasa Trainees, Pastor Martha being prayed for,
Dandora Training group discussion.

PLEASE PRAY
Our Loving God, we praise you for the wonderful work you are doing throughout Africa. Thank you for the Centre
for Urban Mission in Nairobi and the grassroots training that is being provided for pastors who work in the informal
settlements. Thank you for inspiring church leaders with creative and effective ministry ideas as they reach out to the
most vulnerable in their communities.
We pray specifically for Pastor Ernest, that his enterprise would continue to lift people out of poverty and lead people
to salvation in Christ. Lord, we thank you for Ps Martha and the way you have empowered her to reach out to drug
addicts and see them saved and restored. Please bless her with health and energy, that she may see many more
people come to salvation. Amen.
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11th to 17th NOVEMBER 2019

MASTER OF THEOLOGY
PROGRAMME FOR THE CHURCH
IN EGYPT AND NORTH AFRICA
By Dr Samy Shehata, Principal, Alexandria School of Theology, Egypt
There is a great need in the Middle East for the
church to grow through training spiritually mature
Christian leaders who are grounded in God’s Word.
We need Christian leaders who are spiritually formed
to deal with the challenges of divisions in society
and divisions in the church, and who understand the
Middle Eastern culture so that they make a difference.
Alexandria School of Theology (AST) is committed
to the mission of our Episcopal/Anglican church, by
serving the Kingdom of God and growing Christ's
church. We do this through theological and spiritual
formation of Christian leaders. The mission of AST
is to teach, train, and form lay leaders, ordinands,
and clergy for our Diocese, members of the world
wide Anglican Communion, and any other student
who wishes to learn of Christ with us, in theological,
missional and leadership skills. Our focus is on mission
in a pluralistic context.
Alexandria School of Theology started in 2005
with two branches, one in Cairo and another in
Alexandria. The biblical and rigorous academic study
in Arabic encouraged many students from different
backgrounds to join AST. The school helped many
students not only to gain academic skills but gave
them the opportunity to serve the community
through interfaith projects, and to unite with other
churches through practical ministry. It was also
beneficial for the Anglican students as they engaged
in fruitful discussions with other churches and beliefs.
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Pray for us,
and this new
degree, to
be used in
building God’s
kingdom in the
Middle East.

After the launch of AST, we extended theological
education to Upper Egypt, and Tunisia. The new
branch in Upper Egypt (Menya) serves a huge area
with no Anglican churches. The reputation of AST
helped in gaining a good number of students. The
graduation of our first cohort will take place this
year (2019) after 4 years of study. The new branch in
Tunisia serves Tunisians and Algerians. The vision is to
train indigenous leaders for the church in North Africa.
AST consists of six centres in Alexandria, two in Cairo,
Southern Egypt, Ethiopia and Tunisia all operating
at different levels from certificate to bachelors. The
school strives for a consistent doctrinal unity across its
institutions, while still encouraging the programme
of each one to be relevant to the cultural, educational
and social realities of its specific context.
We need more trained teachers who are qualified to
help AST to grow, not only to achieve the demands
of accreditation, but also to offer a Masters degree
in Arabic. Accordingly, the AST board of governors
realised the need to have an accredited Master of
Theology program run in Cairo. This will help us
to better train our teachers and later to have an
accredited Masters degree in Arabic.
Pray for us, and this new degree, to be used in building
God’s kingdom in the Middle East.

From top: AST training group, AST students in class, AST graduating students

PLEASE PRAY
Faithful God, please continue to equip your people across Egypt and North Africa to share your word with power and
relevance. Thank you that you are forming spiritually mature Christian leaders in the Middle East. We ask that you bless
the faculty and students at all the AST campuses and that use the new Master of Theology programme to your kingdom
and bring glory to your name. Amen.
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18th to 24th NOVEMBER 2019

25th NOVEMBER to 1st DECEMBER 2019

WHY POST-GRADUATE STUDIES
IN AFRICA?
By Rev. Dr. Mark Norman, Head of Evangelical Research Fellowship (George Whitefield College), South Africa
In its unique Biblical shape, the Gospel does not offer
us a choice between simplicity and profundity. On the
contrary, it is not only simple for all to understand but
also so profound that none can fully plumb its depths.
In postgraduate studies, it is this matchless balance
of simplicity and profundity that has to be preserved
if the Christian faith in all its biblical power is to be
preserved.
But why postgraduate studies? Are not undergraduate
studies sufficient for this task? The answer for many
will be ‘yes.’
So what advantages, then, lie in the pursuit of
postgraduate studies in theology?
Postgraduate studies equip the student to
pursue specialised knowledge in a manner that
undergraduate studies do not. The purpose of the
undergraduate degree at our college is to offer the
student the best possible foundation for pastoral
ministry, but with postgraduate studies, he or she
begins to build a ‘cathedral’ on that sure foundation.

PLEASE PRAY
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Thank you, Lord, for the foundation the
undergraduate degrees have built in the students
at George Whitefield College. We praise you
that the postgraduate degrees are building on
this foundation to encouraging critical thinking,
independence of thought and judgement, skills
in analysis and rigorous apologetics. We pray
that you will raise up leaders to write African
textbooks and commentaries from an African
perspective. Amen.

As such:
• We teach postgraduate students to think
critically and evangelically, outside of only
one ideological or confessional viewpoint,
developing independence of thought and
judgment.
• We teach postgraduate students to develop
breadth of knowledge, grounded in the study
of primary source material and through critical
interaction with contemporary scholarly
thought.
• We teach postgraduate students skills in
analysis and written communication, equipping
them for a lifetime of theological thinking,
biblical preaching, writing and ministry.
• We teach postgraduate students to argue
for a position without merely stating it as an
assumption to be taken for granted. Students
learn to structure sustained and rigorous
arguments, getting to the heart of the issue. To
these ends we offer one-on-one mentorship as
well as first class research facilities. Our library
consists of 60,000 volumes in biblical studies,
theology, African church history and pastoral
studies. It is one of the very finest in Africa.
Our vision at George Whitefield College’s Evangelical
Research Fellowship (ERF) is to see the church in Africa
transformed through equipping new generations of
ministers, church leaders and theologians, securing
the conversion of the nations through preaching and
teaching the Word of God, together with the scholarly
application of a biblical worldview. Moreover, there is
great need for new generations of African textbooks
and commentaries written by African authors from an

African perspective. We are passionate about these
issues.
Our ERF provides resources and classes to people
from around the world to study at masters level and
to attend nearby universities while they study their
doctorates. Situated at the tip of Africa, the college
is ideally suited to this task as the future of Christian
learning and Christianity itself no longer appears to
be in Europe, but the developing world.
Finally, at the Evangelical Research Fellowship we
firmly believe that a postgraduate education is

greatly facilitated in and through communities.
As such, our residential learning environment
stimulates academic interaction and the fostering of
relationships where students from diverse cultural
backgrounds, with various research interests, can
work independently. In this way we simultaneously
sharpen each other through mutual growth and the
sharing of ideas.
Overseas Council Australia is currently supporting
several students at masters and doctoral level at the
ERF.

PLEASE PRAY
Please assist Mark and his small team
of teachers and supervisors at GWC’s
Evangelical Research Fellowship. Thank you
for the foundational work that the students
do to bring the gospel to the questions
of Africa. Strengthen their fellowship in
the Spirit and grow their impact on the
continent. Amen.
GWC Library
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2nd to 8th DECEMBER 2019

CERTIFICATE IN HINDU
CULTURE CRITICAL TO PLANT
DEEP-ROOTED CHURCHES
By Rev Sundara Raj, Principal, & Amit Thomas, Director CSICS, Allahabad Bible Seminary, India
There is a great need in India to help local churches
working in their mission fields to bring a better
understanding of the cultural and social context in
which they work.
From the beginning, the Seminaries and Bible
Colleges have been catering for the needs of the
Church in a formal way. Churches in rural areas,
and especially among the first generation of faith
affirming Christians, encounter many difficult
questions and circumstances which tend not to be
dealt with in the formal education system. The Centre
for the Study of Indian Culture and Society (CSICS) at
Allahabad Bible Seminary was begun five years ago
to cater for this need.
What is important at this juncture is to begin
developing methods of outreach and of church life
that reflect our vision for the vast majority of Indians.
These methods need to be deeply rooted in the Indian
soil, where new converts can incorporate all their
new Christian life without any hurdles. It also needs
to be understood that Christian mission is always
contextual. The apostles Peter and Paul, as well as
Luther and Zwingli in Reformation days, responded

to the cultural and contextual questions of their own
time and space. Christians of our time need to address
the particular issues faced today.
In India, Hinduism is not a single cultural unit as
often proposed by some scholars, under the broad
term ‘religion’. Rather, Hinduism is a socio-cultural
phenomenon under whose umbrella come various
practices and values. Because of its complexity we
refer to Hinduism as a ‘museum of beliefs’. It is also
very apparent that the gospel has not fully made
inroads into the heart of Hinduism because we have
failed to understand the socio-religious and cultural
ethos of Hindu religion and its social system.

PLEASE PRAY
9th to 15th DECEMBER 2019
Lord, we ask that the gospel would make inroads into the heart of Hinduism and that you would equip the
students and faculty at CSICS to be actively involved with their communities. We pray that you would lead your
humble servants across India to positions where they can be influencers and change-agents for you. Amen.

have formal seminary education which is costly and
lengthy. We have this program to give them access to
training and to educate these vibrant lay leaders and
missionaries.
There are different kinds of ministries among the
Hindus. Some pastors we train focus on urban Hindus
and others, by and large, are engaged in rural/village
Hinduism. This certificate course makes available
to them the basic methods of Gospel Proclamation
and thus they are well equipped to share the faith

and give Christian teaching suitable to the specific
religious context.
The context of India is fast changing and, in the
days to come, the church will need to take a stand
which is viable in each context in which it exists. It
is wonderful that new Christian communities are
being formed, and new forms of being Christian are
unfolding. The CSICS course seeks to minister in this
multi-faceted environment.

We affirm that understanding and interpreting
people’s faith belongs exclusively to the context of
where we live and practice theology. Furthermore,
there is the possibility for the emergence of new
meanings of the gospel in the process of this learning.
The basic reason we have the Certificate in Hindu
Culture and Mission is to educate those who are
working in rural areas without any proper training
and knowledge. There are many leaders who are very
active, but they rarely get the opportunity to9th to

PLEASE PRAY
King of all kings, we praise you for your ultimate authority over all cultures. We pray for the faculty and students
at CSICS, that they will be equipped to face the difficulties experienced by churches and leaders in rural areas of
India. Please empower each graduate with wisdom to effectively share your gospel as they reach out to Hindus
25 in urban and rural settings. Amen.
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16th to 22nd DECEMBER 2019

FIVE REASONS WHY THE
INDIAN CHURCH NEEDS THE
PhD PROGRAM AT SAIACS
By Dr Prabhu Singh, Principal South Asian Institute for Advanced Christian Studies (SAIACS), India
South Asian Institute of Advanced Christian Studies
(SAIACS) is a premier post graduate theological
institution, located in Bangalore, India. We seek to
develop saintly scholars and servant leaders for the
nation and the church. We offer diverse programs such
as MA, MDiv, MTh, DMin and PhD in several fields of
specialisation.
In this brief article, I would like to focus on why SAIACS
considers the research degree, Doctor of Philosophy
(PhD) as a vital program.
SAIACS offers both residential and off-site flexible
PhD programs, accredited with two different agencies
– the state-sponsored University of Mysore and the
Asian Theological Association. At present, we have
several PhD scholars, studying in diverse disciplines
like Old Testament, New Testament, Missiology
and Pastoral Theology, focused on cutting-edge,
contextually relevant research.
At SAIACS, we believe in intentional integral theological
education – where the head (cognitive), heart
(spiritual) and hand (missional) go together. Living
and studying in the midst of a vibrant, egalitarian
community; participating in chapel services, cell
groups and mentoring sessions; presenting papers
and being involved in robust discussions in classrooms
and our Doktorklub (Doctors’ Club); all contribute to
the overall development of the PhD candidate.

27

Here are some reasons for offering the PhD
programme and why we consider it a key component
in our training:

1. Developing Leaders
Leadership development is crucial for a healthy
family, church and nation. Developing credible leaders
of high academic ability and great character, for the
church and for academia, requires strenuous training
at the highest level. The impact of our programme
is evidenced by the quality of the PhD scholars who
graduate. Many of them go on to be leaders of not
only theological institutions, but also churches,
mission agencies and non-profit organisations. In the
last two years, two PhD scholars graduated through
the University of Mysore. As it is a university degree,
our candidates will have the opportunity to teach in
seminaries as well as in state run universities, thereby
contributing to the wider Christian impact in the
society.
2. Increasing Demand
There has been an increase in demand among
students for quality PhD programs. This demand is
driven by three key factors – heightened desire to
engage people in the public space and academia; the
exponential church growth and the resultant need
for authentic leaders; and the paucity of excellent
theological educational institutions in our region
with the ability to deliver world-class doctoral
programmes, particularly those with an evangelical
stance.
3. Arresting Brain Drain
Unable to find credible schools, several brilliant

scholars have emigrated from India and enrolled in
PhD programmes overseas. However, very few choose
to return to serve their people. At SAIACS, we believe
in offering PhD programmes that cater to global
standards. This is vital to arrest this brain drain.
4. Contextually Credible
By providing a PhD programme, situated in the local
context, we have the ability to develop culturally
competent scholars seeking to explore contextually
relevant issues related to their field of study in a
much deeper manner as they have access to scholarly
faculty and resources that are locally available. At
SAIACS, several cutting-edge issues are being studied
as part of the PhD programme. For instance, one of
our candidates, Vikas Ram, is exploring the vital issue
of Persecution of the Church in North India. Another
is Manoj Kumar Christie, who is studying Non-Formal
Theological Training, an important topic in light of
the emerging church growth among poor and nonliterate people.

5. Economically Viable
Studying at SAIACS is economically viable compared
with the overseas cost of tuition and living expenses.
Hence, we often offer these programmes with a
scholarship to make it accessible for candidates from
economically marginalised situations.
For instance, the above-mentioned candidates –
Vikas and Manoj – are from North India and SAIACS
offers them full tuition scholarships along with
accommodation and a monthly stipend. This is our
commitment to develop leaders for the growing
church in North India.
SAIACS invites the global church to stand alongside in
prayer and support, as we seek to develop leaders of
the highest calibre for kingdom purposes in the midst
of challenging obstacles and exciting opportunities.

PLEASE PRAY
Heavenly Father, we praise you for the wonderful work of salvation you are doing in India and the resulting
exponential church growth. We pray that you would raise up many workers for your harvest field there.
Thank you for the leaders, faculty and students at the South Asian Institute for Advanced Christian Studies.
We pray particularly that their PhD program would equip, encourage and empower each graduate to serve you
with credibility and great character. Please bless Vikas and Manoj as they study your word and research their
important PhD topics. Thank you for those that support the students studying at SAIACS and we ask that you
continue to bless this institution to have great impact on the nation of India. Amen.
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23rd to 31st DECEMBER 2019

FOR JUST $1 A DAY YOU CAN HELP TRAIN
A GRASSROOTS PASTOR WHO WILL BRING
THE GOSPEL TO THEIR NEIGHBOURS.
Many pastors and church planters in the developing world struggle to access the training they need. They have the
passion, but they need to learn how to minister effectively in Christ’s name.
You can assist by providing $365 which will cover the cost of a pastor or church planter to join a biblical training
course run by local Bible colleges tailor made for the needs of that context. These grassroots courses are currently
available in India, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Kenya, Southern Africa, Egypt, Tunisia, and South Sudan. In this program,
OCA will keep you updated on the particular course group you are supporting but not individual students.

PLEASE CONTACT LINDA ON 1300 889 593
“The church is a community of believers
demonstrating love to one another.”
A translation of the writing on the hand of a student from Arab Baptist Theological Seminary, Lebanon.

STUDENTS SEEKING SPONSORSHIP
FULL TIME STUDENTS $2,200 PA OR $185 PM

JASON AMOS

College: Christian Leaders Training College, Papua New Guinea
Course: Diploma of Ministry Anticipated Graduation: 2020
My studies at CLTC are not just head knowledge but have profoundly brought
transformation down deep within my heart. The glimpse of God’s presence I have seen in
these subjects has tremendously motivated me to stand firm for Jesus and as a young
man tocontinue the work Jesus has begun for his glory and the benefit of others. After I
graduateI am planning to return to my home church to establish ministeries with youth
and children to lead them to Christ.

LEMUVEL

College: Madras Theological College and Seminary, India
Course: Bachelor of Divinity Anticipated Graduation: 2022
When I was a child, my parents dedicated me for the Lord’s ministry. At high school,
when asked about Jesus, I had no answer. I decided to go to Bible College so I could share
Christ with others. I joined MTSC, where my father had been trained. I am now becoming
equipped to serve God.

WASANA HANSHANI

College: Lanka Graduate Centre, Sri Lanka
Course: Diploma in Holistic Child Development Anticipated Graduation: 2021
I was raised by a Buddhist father, but accepted Christ as my Saviour when I was 10. I have
a calling to children’s ministry. The children in my area are daily abused physically and
emotionally. My vision is to build the next generation who are able to resist the abuse.
I have confidence the course I am studying will equip me to fulfill this vision from God.

DEEPIKA SAMUEL

College: South Asia Institute of Advance Christian Studies, India
Course: Masters of Theology Anticipated Graduation: 2021
I became a Christian at a young age and God has blessed me with a deep passion for the
Lord Jesus and for his kingdom. Through my MTh studies, I want to study the Old Testament
in depth to teach it. My call is to be a teacher and pastor in an urban context. I do not know
yet where the Lord wants me to teach these things, but I need to equip myself for this.
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PLEASE PRAY
God of strength, peace and knowledge, may you raise up all students who seek to study your Word, to be bearers of your
light and love. May your living word strengthen and uphold them to boldly declare your salvation to the communities
they live and serve in, Amen.
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