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Welcome to our Winter Prayer Alert for 2016 and thank you for your continued support and prayers as we reach
further in our endeavours to build God’s kingdom. In this issue you will hear from faculty members who are
recipients of OCA faculty grants. You will hear their experiences in pursuing God’s calling to ministry and the
training that is enabling them. For some this would remain an unattainable goal without the support offered
through an OCA faculty scholarship.
We also highlight an interview with the Reverend Stuart Brooking and an article that retraces the provenance
of a Chinese Guangxu Table that was gifted to St Augustine’s Church. Senior Minister, the Rev Craig Roberts, says
of the gift, “There was a certain symmetry in using the proceeds from the sale of our antique Chinese table to
fund theological libraries in China. Not only is it a new way to turn wood into paper, it is the great privilege of
St Augustine’s to express our gospel partnership with our Chinese brothers and sisters in Christ. We are grateful
that OCA makes it so easy and efficient for us to provide targeted financial support for churches in the developing
world.”

thank you

We are grateful to our supporters who contributed generously last quarter over $210,000. This included funds for
218 student sponsorships, 18 faculty study grants, and 11 different Bible college projects. We praise God that we
could support our sisters and brothers training for ministry in 25 countries.

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!
@overseascouncilaustralia
COVER Rev Capt Barack Olouch, Carlile College, Kenya
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I have found
that the more
I know about
leadership, the
more passionate
I am about
encouraging good
leadership.

Stuart and Marion Brooking

introducing rev dr stuart brooking
1. STUART CAN YOU TELL US WHAT AWARD YOU
HAVE RECENTLY GRADUATED WITH?
Sure, I completed a PhD at Sydney Uni in the Education
Department. My thesis topic was “Western Influences
on Theological Education in the Developing World
with Case Studies in Papua New Guinea and Sri
Lanka.”
2. WHY WAS STUDYING THIS PHD IMPORTANT
TO YOU?
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I realised recently that since I was 5 years old the
longest time I’ve been out of formal education is
two years. I do like to be studying because it forces
me to read widely and to formulate concepts in a
disciplined way. This is my fifth field of study and
the thesis integrated a lot of earlier learning such as
education, theology, history and mission studies. The
actual topic was important for me too because it is
‘all about my work’. I explored some of the key ideas
that need to drive OCA’s vision and agenda. So that
has been valuable.

3. WHEN DID THIS IDEA FIRST TAKE ROOT?
After being at OCA for a couple of years I thought it
would be important to give serious thought to the
world of theological education and mission, so this
research grew out of my desire to know more about
the scene and how OCA needs to function.
4. WHAT HAS THE RESEARCH PROCESS LOOKED
LIKE?
If you look at the contents page it looks pretty ordered,
but the reality of part-time study over a decade is
that, for me, it was a bit erratic in the way I went
about it. I wanted to know what types of influences
there are on our partner Bible colleges and others in
the developing world - what’s good and what’s bad.
I did an international survey and ran a focus group
of theological leaders to look at the various Western
influences. Next I interviewed leaders in most of the
colleges in PNG and Sri Lanka including Evangelicals,
Pentecostals, Lutherans, Catholics and SDAs.

5. HOW HAVE THESE STUDIES HELPED YOUR
SPIRITUAL FORMATION PERSONALLY?
I have had the privilege of meeting and learning from
many great contributors to the kingdom, through
their writings and the interviews I conducted. I
have found that the more I know about leadership,
the more passionate I am about encouraging good
leadership. Thinking through these principles pulls
me into line in my own discipleship. I want to speak
and act in a way which demonstrates a deep respect
for my sisters and brothers overseas and in Australia.
6. WHAT NEW INSIGHTS INTO HOW OCA
CONTRIBUTES TO THE KINGDOM HAVE YOU
GAINED THROUGH THESE STUDIES?
One key finding from the research was that the
deepest appreciation for Western agencies (like
missions, accrediting and funding agencies) is when
they help start new ministries but quickly move to
have nationals in charge of the organisation. The key

issue is ownership and control. When the foreigners
help start and then release nationals into leadership
and trust them, there is deep appreciation by locals
for that sort of contribution.
7. ARE THERE NEW THINGS THAT YOU’VE
LEARNT THAT EXCITE YOU ABOUT THE OCA
MODEL?
I think one of the things that came out very clearly
in the research was that the OCA model of coming
alongside a Bible college to encourage and support
is something that is very much appreciated. It allows
for and encourages local ownership and control, but
it also has the blessings of international fellowship in
finances, prayer and assistance. Those things are very
much appreciated, and it is at the heart of how OCA
operates.
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This delightful Indian Ocean island is the location
of one of OCA’s partner Bible Colleges, Mauritian
Bible Training Institute. We have devised a family
friendly Connection Tour that has all the elements
of a relaxing holiday (one location, time at the
beach, active or passive recreation options)
and also times to interact with the leaders and
students at MBTI to learn about their mission.
Mauritius is a cosmopolitan centre with a mix
of Indian, African and French influences. It is
a commercial and tourist hub for the area and
presents many challenges for ministry, requiring
sensitive outreach to the various sub-groups.

M
a
u
r
Family Fritius
iendly

Connectio
n Tour

Emily Cooper (former OCA staff member) with
James and their family are volunteer workers
at the local school and at MBTI. They will be our
hosts. Robyn and Marty Coopes (OCA WA State
Coordinator and OCA Ambassador) and their
primary aged children will be travelling with
Stuart Brooking on this tour.
Due to the holiday nature of the island and the
relaxed ‘family friendly’ nature of this Connection
Tour it will be conducted a bit differently from
our usual coordinated schedule. There are a few
different travel options possible.

Depart from Perth on 21st September or
25th September, return 1st October.

22nd to 29
1stthtoFEBRUARY
12th JUNE 2016

tyrannus bible college
indonesia

Herry Susanto

My name is Herry Susanto from Tyrannus Bible College,
Indonesia. After I graduated from Sekolah Tinggi Alkitab
Tiranus, (TBC) in 2006, I worked at an NGO called World
Relief. I became involved in disaster response and
community development projects to assist the victims
of the earthquake that hit Yogyakarta, Central Java, in
2006.
Working with World Relief as a humanitarian worker
provided me with many opportunities to interact
with people. My position in the organization was as
a Community Facilitator. I undertook assessment to
discover the needs in the community. I had a great
many opportunities to talk with the villagers and share
the good news about Jesus Christ.
In 2009, I joined TBC as a teacher and saw my role as a
wonderful ministry opportunity. In 2012 I went to the
Philippines to undertake advanced studies at the Asia
Graduate School of Theology (AGST) and commenced
a Th.M. course focusing on biblical studies (the New
Testament).

Studying at AGST Philippines is a great opportunity to
undertake an in-depth understanding of the issues that
I am confronted with in my own context. Thus, what
AGST develops is not just a theological education that
deals with abstract ideas but biblical studies based on
various cultural and contextual experiences. Students
do not just sharpen their skill to analyse the biblical text,
but also they learn how to integrate the hermeneutical
work with issues such as poverty, conflict, and ecological
problems.
I have almost completed my thesis on ‘Christian Social
Responsibility Based on the Characteristics of Jesus’
Ministry in the Third Gospel’. My thesis tries to excavate
some of the traits of Jesus’ mission that strengthen the
ideas of Christian social responsibility. After completing
my study, I will return to TBC to continue my teaching
ministry.
I would like to thank OCA for supporting me. Through
the scholarship, I have new opportunities to enhance
my skill, so that I am better equipped for ministry. I pray
that God will continue to bless the ministry of OCA.

Airfares approx $1,500 pp.
Accommodation pp approx $500. Meals,
activities etc are extra.
What will be the same as all our Connection Tours
is a great opportunity to meet local church and
college leaders, understand the unique mission
environment of the college, and spend quality
time with students and faculty.
To find out more please contact
Robyn Coopes, WA Regional Coordinator
0401 622 694.
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coming up
INDIA Three colleges, Taj Mahal, major tourist sites
FEB 2017
REGISTER YOUR INTEREST NOW.

PLEASE PRAY
Heavenly Father, we thank you for AGST and
the great work it is doing throughout South
East Asia. We thank you that strong Christian
leaders are being equipped to minister with
a love for the gospel in their context. We pray
that students at AGST will continue to grow in
their knowledge of you and your love for the
people of South East Asia.
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13th to 19th JUNE 2016

carlile college kenya
Rev Capt Barack Olouch

Greetings OCA friends and supporters. My name is
Rev. Capt. Barrack Oluoch. My active ministry began
in 2005 as a lay reader in St. Jerome local church in
the slums of Kibera, Nairobi, Kenya. When it became
clear that God was calling me to a more committed
ministry engagement I pursued a Diploma in Theology
with a focus on Urban Ministry. I undertook my studies
at Carlile College, Nairobi, Kenya. The training gave
me a very good basic foundation on how to respond
to ministry needs in a destitute community such
as the slum area of Kibera. At the college I was first
introduced to the concept of ‘integral mission’. This
was a mind blowing paradigm shift with respect to
how I perceived mission within the context of an
impoverished community.
I successfully completed my BTh in 2009. This academic
achievement gave me an opportunity to commence
working as a tutor at the Carlile College School of
Mission. I tutored courses within the Diploma of Urban
Mission. Alongside the teaching assignment, I started
a Youth Development Program (YDP) at the Centre
for Urban Mission which is a department of Carlile
College. The primary objective of the YDP was to reach
out and minister to the vulnerable youth in the city
slums of Nairobi.
At the parish level I was also working as a non-stipend
priest with St. Jerome. My role was to provide pastoral
support to the parish priest in the slums of Kibera.
These three roles provided me with the opportunity
to reflect on ministry from differing perspectives and
experiences; academics, social and pastoral care. There
was evidence of growth and progress in all these areas
of my ministry and they highlighted to me a need to
advance my understanding so as to be more effective
in the ministry.
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In April 2011, through the staff development program
of Carlile College, I was sponsored by OCA to study a
MTh at the International Christian College in Glasgow,
Scotland, UK. This was an in-service program revolving
around 4 residencies; 3 in UK and 1 in Nairobi. One
of the outstanding features of this study was the
cultural mix of the students in the program. The
members of the students’ cohort were drawn from
Asia, Africa, Australia, Europe, and North and South
America. This provided us with an opportunity to
have powerful cross-cultural learning as we discussed
the diversely rich ministry experiences we all shared.
The residencies, through site visits, also exposed us to
unique and creative ministries in different contexts.
During my studies I was able to engage in deeper
theological reflections within my context of ministry
at the class room level. My ministry experiences
were able to inform my academic engagement and
vice versa. I was able to develop my critical thinking
abilities and interpersonal relationships with both
the students and staff. During this time, I registered a
steady growth and effectiveness in the YDP, reaching
out to over one thousand young people in the slums.
We set up new libraries inside local churches in the
slums for the school going youth. This initiative
significantly improved their academic standards.
My proposal for my final year project was met with
outstanding comments from the panel. However
due to a family crisis I was not able to complete the
course. My brother was diagnosed with gastric cancer
and I became his caretaker till his death in January
2015. Consequently I graduated with a Post Graduate
Diploma in Theology, Ministry in Urban World. I
continue to offer my services as a tutor at Carlile
College and also as the Dean of Studies of Church Army
Business School (a department of Carlile College).
Thank you OCA.

PLEASE PRAY
Our all-knowing and understanding God, we praise you for raising up men and women who have
a strong servant heart for your people throughout the world. We give thanks for Rev. Capt. Barack
Olouch and his faithfulness to the people of Kenya. Lord may your word bring light and hope to
the people of Kenya.
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20th to 26th JUNE 2016

myanmar evangelical graduate
school of theology myanmar
David Van Lian
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My name is David Van Lian. I have been appointed to
the full time faculty at Myanmar Evangelical Graduate
School of Theology (MEGST) and will commence my
teaching career in June 2016. I studied a Master of
Divinity at MEGST and during my studies I served God
as an Assistant Youth Pastor at Insein Asho Chin Baptist
Church for three years.
During that period of study at MEGST, I was unsure in
what particular ministry I had been called to by God. I
thought that I would become a pastor and undertake
evangelism in some villages. However, my vision and
mission was transformed after arriving at SAIACS.
First of all, I would like to express my enormous
gratitude to the Oversea Council of Australia (OCA)

and their supporters for the wonderful opportunity to
study at SAIACS. Without OCA’s prayers and financial
support, it would have proved impossible for me to
undertake studies at SAIACS.
The first challenge for me at SAIACS was one of
adjustment. As all the students are coming from
different cultures, life experiences and backgrounds, I
found it difficult to build relationships with them. The
way we live, eat, speak and think are totally different.
Therefore, it took a lot of time for me to adjust in
making relationship with others and to become
settled in my new environment.
My first experience of learning cross-cultural
communication came from dormitory life and

...it is my strong desire to see the standard
of our theological education improve...
undertaking group study assignments. The group
assignments provided an opportunity to be heard, to
share experiences and skills, to participate in unique
ways and to learn from each other. It developed in
me an open-mindedness that allowed me to learn
from and work with those who had differing ideas
and opinions. I discovered the ability to appreciate the
unique viewpoints presented by others.
This has been a radically different learning experience
for me. In Myanmar where I grew up students are never
encouraged to think critically and to work with others.
The kind of communal living and study I experienced
during my Masters studies have helped me to step
outside of my comfort zone and to become an active
and engaged learner by developing collaborative and
co-operative skills. I believe that this experience will
prove tremendously beneficial when I go into the
mission field.
At SAIACS one of the most interesting lessons I have
learned is how to build a bridge between exegesis
and preaching. I learnt how to critically interpret the
biblical text in my M.Div, and yet I struggled with
how to apply my exegesis in my preaching ministry.
In other words, I knew the theory but I did not know
how to apply it.

However, SAIACS opened my eyes and helped me
to integrate these two elements: exegesis (theory)
and preaching (practical). After studying my M.Div
at MEGST, I came to know that I was called by God in
the area of preaching and teaching at Bible School.
My theological studies and experiences at SAIACS has
stimulated my passion for preaching Gods word and
has reinforced my vision and mission. I firmly believe
that my learning experiences at SAIACS will inform my
training of other students at MEGST.
To conclude, SAIACS imbued in me a willingness
to engage critically with others’ interpretations, a
readiness to understand and appreciate opposing
points of view and a desire to improve my intellectual
curiosity for the Bible. When I observe and consider
theological education in Myanmar, I understand it to
be still in its infancy with room to grow and develop.
Therefore, it is my strong desire to see the standard of
our theological education improve and I want to be a
part of the leadership that can contribute in that area.

PLEASE PRAY
Lord, we are reminded that your word is to be applied to every aspect of our life. We give thanks for
David and his faithfulness to you in continuing to develop his faith through his studies at SAIACS.
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27th JUNE to 3rd JULY 2016
PLEASE PRAY
Father we thank you for soft hearts like Mark’s that are open to your continual work in shaping their lives.
We pray that you would bring peace to Myanmar, an end to the suffering caused by child labour, human
trafficking, drug use, racial conflict and division in the church. May you bless the work of your servant Mark
in Myanmar.

myanmar evangelical graduate
school of theology myanmar

Mark Naw Yaw Yet, Lecturer

My name is Naw Yaw Yet Mark. I am a teaching faculty
member of Myanmar Evangelical Graduate School of
Theology (MEGST). I have been teaching at MEGST
since 2006 and initially found it difficult to teach
students from different backgrounds. Their questions
and discussions raised difficult and important
theological issues about the church, challenging my
own ideas and experiences.
I take great joy in my teaching ministry, these
challenges help evolve and shape my own critical
thinking. I am always learning some new thing about
Gods word every day. Many graduates are working in
different capacities in Myanmar for the building and
growing of God’s kingdom. In addition to my teaching
ministry, I am engaged in preaching, leading seminars,
and a number of translation projects.
Since Myanmar is a multi-religious and multi-racial
nation, it is a challenge to serve the Lord. There is
divisive conflict among different religious and people
groups which create tension and challenges within
the churches. There are theological, ethical and moral
issues which require strong leadership, innovative
thinking and most importantly prayer. I see the
following areas in need of urgent attention; child
labour, human trafficking, drug use, divisions in the
church and conflicts among different racial groups.
These issues challenge me to seek a deeper
understanding of God’s word and his purpose. Through
critical discussion with faculty and students we are
able to interpret the Bible in a very powerful and
relevant way. As we deepen our understanding of the
Bible we will stand as the living witnesses of God’s
word in our complicated society.
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Mark preaching at BSOP, Philippines; Mark and his family.

Recently, Myanmar has embarked on a course to
transition from a military government to a democratic
nation. This means that Myanmar is on the path to
becoming a free nation. In the past, our theological
studies were limited because we were isolated from
the world. We are coming out of the isolation of the
past and being exposed to the wider world. Likewise,
our theological education is also having an evolution
of its own.
Currently I am nearing the completion of my studies
at Asia Graduate School of Theology in the Philippines.
My fellow classmates come from many different
countries and places in Asia and Africa. I have enjoyed
the lectures, discussions, and presentations and find
the content relevant and applicable to the Myanmar
context. We talk about the issues that many people are
facing today in Asia and other parts of the world. I have
learned a great deal from my teachers and classmates
during this period of study.
The most difficult part of my study here is my
dissertation. I am writing about how to present the
message of the Cross to the Theravada Buddhist
people. This is particularly challenging as the Cross is
considered to be scandalous to Buddhists in Myanmar.
However, I am encouraged by the Apostle Paul who
presented the message of the cross to the GrecoRoman world and many people became Christians.
I am sure that many Buddhists will come to Christ
through the cross.
I am excited to be returning to Myanmar in June this
year and to continue my teaching ministry at MEGST.
Thank you OCA for supporting my studies and praying
for our country.
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4th to 17th JULY 2016

myanmar center for theological
studies myanmar
Peter Cung, Principal

Hello OCA friends and supporters. My name is Peter
Cung. My wife is Iang Nei Hoi and our two children
are Sharon and Joseph. I hold a M.Th (Old Testament)
and am a full time teacher at the Myanmar Center for
Theological Studies (MCTS) and pastor at Whole Grace
Church, Hmawbi, Yangon.
I completed a B.Th at MCTS in 1998 and began a parttime teaching role at the same college whilst serving
as a warden for two and half years. After that I went
to Manila, Philippines to undertake a M.Div. (Biblical
Studies). I completed my studies and returned to MCTS
in 2004.
Since then, I have taught full time and worked as
Dean of students at MCTS. On Sundays I visit some
churches and preach the word of God. I see many MCTS
graduates in many different ministries and I thank God
for calling me to his work in training those ministers.
In 2011, God appointed me as a pastor of the Whole
Grace Church in Hmawbi. The church members are
impoverished and have very little or no education.
This pastoral experience was incredibly humbling for
me as I learnt to relate to, minister and support them
through their hardships and successes.
Having served there for two years, in 2013 God opened
the door for me to pursue further study at the South
Asia Institute of Advance Christian Studies (SAIACS) in
Bangalore, India. By the grace of God, Overseas Council
Australia supported me financially for all my study
fees and also for my family’s needs and my children’s
education. May our good Lord increase the blessings
he showers upon the ministries of OCA.
Studying at SAIACS was a great experience for
me. Academically, there were many times I really
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PLEASE PRAY
Lord we give thanks for your faithful servant Peter and his work in both India and Myanmar. Thank you for
the blessing SAIACS has been to Peter in his journey of academic and spiritual growth. May you be present
with the Peter and his family over this period of transition back to Myanmar, providing a community of
believers from which they can draw comfort and support.

struggled. My educational pride (former attainments)
was challenged. At times I felt overwhelmed and did
not think I could succeed. In those times, I always
remember the song “It is well with my soul” and
I reflected on why it was composed. As I kept on
working hard, the Lord didn’t let me down. There were
also many instances where God kindly showed his
favor beyond my expectation.
The greatest lesson I learned is the importance of
relationship in training people for the ministry. I
believe that these foundational learning experiences
will be of immense value as I continue in my role of
teacher, preparing people for the extension of the
kingdom of God. I have now graduated and will be
returning to MCTS where I will continue in a full time
teaching capacity and also serve in the college’s office.
MCTS is full of ministerial opportunities, it is a
wonderful place for me to invest my time and effort
as it has been the center of equipping the equippers.
I strongly believe that MCTS has been faithfully
generating useful people for the churches of Myanmar
and beyond. As I return, I will focus on how MCTS
can better prepare and equip people for the ministry
by emphasizing and providing contextually relevant
courses.
Please pray for me and my family during this time of
transition. Life in Bangalore and Myanmar are vastly
different and our children will be adjusting to a
different education system and language to the one
they have been accustomed to in Bangalore. Though
life is challenging we want to live faithfully for the
Lord. Thank you!

Peter and his family at his graduation

This pastoral experience was incredibly humbling for me as
I learnt to relate to, minister and support my church members
through their hardships and successes.
14

18th to 31st JULY 2016

Rev. Canon Dr Alfren Sebahene, Alfred receiving his PhD, Alfren and his wife at graduation.

PLEASE PRAY

st john’s university tanzania

Gracious God, we give thanks for our brother Alfred and his faithful service to your people in Africa. Thank you
for the many teachers that have supported Alfred in his journey of growing his knowledge and understanding
of you. We pray that you would use Alfred and those around him at St John’s University to be agents of change in
Tanzania, that through them you would bring new life in the darkness.

Rev. Canon Dr Alfred Sebahene
My name is Rev. Canon Dr Alfred Sebahene, a Tanzanian,
born in Ngara, Kagera region, northwestern Tanzania. I
am a Senior Clergy and Canon in the Anglican Church
of Tanzania, with 25 years of experience in pastoral,
church administration and theological training work.
I hold an MA Theology (1999) and BA Honors (1997)
degrees from Oak Hill College, Middlesex University,
United Kingdom.
In December 2015, I was awarded a PhD in Systematic
Theology from Stellenbosch University, South Africa.
Thank you OCA. Thank you OCA supporters! For four
years you faithfully accompanied me in my PhD
journey. Your support was and indeed continues to be
invaluable!
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But what was the PhD study area you were supporting
me to do? My PhD study fell primarily within the field
of Christian ethics, but on an intra-disciplinary level
it found itself within the relatively new field called

“public theology”. I researched on the dynamic link
between corruption and injustice. It was a reflection on
the role of Christian churches and Christian faith as a
new and potential avenue of inquiry in addressing the
harsh realities of corruption and injustice in the public
domain in Tanzania.
Given a global increased consciousness and attention
to the challenges of corruption and injustice and the
threats they pose to humanity, the study has received
remarkable attention in Africa and beyond, for it
highlights the need for the church to understand how
the discourse of faith can best apply to issues of public
morality and ethics today. It has also added to the
knowledge of key Christian perspectives on theologicalethical issues in public life. You may wish to read it on:
http://scholar.sun.ac.za/handle/10019.1/97791
My experience of learning in South Africa was very
good. I was doing my studies within an African context

so it was helpful for me to be able to contextualise what
I was studying when it came to practical application
of the knowledge I gained. My ministry goes back to
1990 when I was ordained. Since my ordination I have
served in the church in different capacities from Parish
Priest, to a Diocesan Secretary, Bible School Teacher,
Theological College Principal, and Diocesan Director of
Education and Training.
Before embarking on my doctoral studies, I served as
a lecturer in Theology and Christian Ethics for three
years at St. John’s University of Tanzania. With it came
the opportunity to teach a course called Professional
and Business Ethics to business studies students. I was
tasked, amongst other things, to foster in students an
awareness of ethical concerns across a wide range of
professions. I was then appointed to do a PhD with a
view of future lectureship at the same time providing
leadership within the academic wing of the University.

My ministry now is in teaching theology and ethics
to both undergraduates and Masters degree students
and in my capacity as Associate Dean of Theology
and Religious studies, I provide academic and
administrative leadership at the University. I am also
working on the establishment of the Centre for AntiCorruption Studies at St. John’s University of Tanzania.
It is believed that this centre, once established, will be
the first of its kind in Tanzania in terms of its nature as
a Christian response to the problem of corruption in
Tanzania and Africa.
As far as my future ministry focus, I am confident that
God continues to call me to help churches by providing
biblical and theological keys to help Christians in their
faithful engagement in the public sphere and public
life. As for prayer, please keep asking God that I may
remain faithful in Him.
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1st to 7th AUGUST 2016

8th to 14th AUGUST 2016

myanmar evangelical graduate
school of theology myanmar
Stephen Nung

my fellow Myanmar students to take advantage of
our time together in the Philippines, to build collegial
relationships and to encourage each other in our work in
the ministry of God’s word. I expect to finish my current
studies before the end of this year - 2016.
I am currently writing a comprehensive exam including
three publishable articles and I am looking forward to
presenting my dissertation entitled “A Study of Yangon
City’s Bamar Buddhists’ Perception on Chin Christians
and their Understanding on Christianity”. At the
completion of my studies I will go back to Myanmar and
MEGST to continue my teaching ministry. Undertaking
my PhD has awakened in me a desire for research and
I now understand that this is the direction that God is
leading me in.
Indeed, the research findings of my dissertation will
have a great impact on Myanmar churches particularly
to Chin Churches in Yangon City with a ministry focus on
the Bamar Buddhists who are more accepting and open
to Christianity. Moreover, I have a burning desire to hold
seminars in Chin Churches in Myanmar especially to
convey the perception of Bamar Buddhists (according to
their social classes) on Chin Christians so that they may
prepare themselves to evangelize the Bamar Buddhists
more effectively. I pray that God will bless me to become
a resourceful person for the Myanmar Church and that I
will continue with my research and writing articles after
finishing my studies at AGST.
My wife and I never stop thanking and praising God
for this golden opportunity to receive financial support
from OCA. To God be the Glory!

PLEASE PRAY Heavenly father we thank you for Stephen and his passion to serve you. We pray that as Stephen
successfully complete his PhD and return to MEGST. We pray you would continue to bless his work and use him to
17 bring many Burmese people to yourself.

The auctioneers hammer fell for the 3rd and final time
on Monday the 16th November 2015 at the Spring
Auction Series in Melbourne hosted by ‘mossgreen’
auctions. In this case the item was described as a long
Chinese hardwood hall table its provenance steeped
in a fascinating nexus of Australia’s colonial history,
Imperialism and the Boxer Rebellion.
In the year 1900, New South Wales was still a fledgling
colony on the edge of the pacific with vast aspirations
to become a country in its own right. Nine thousand
kilometers to the north, China was undergoing its
own transformation as it wrestled with its cultural
traditions and western imperialism during a period of
internal conflict fueled by natural disasters and western
missionary activity.
The Boxers or the ‘Righteous and Harmonious Fists’
were a secret society that opposed the imperialistic
expansion of the western powers into China and in June
of 1900 they converged on the capital Peking (Beijing)
and the Boxer Rebellion was born. An international
coalition was established to respond to this threat
to western imperialism and Australia rallied to lend
material support to England.
On the 8th of August 1900 a contingent of Australian
Naval Brigade volunteers departed Sydney aboard the
SS Salamis bound for Peking. They arrived at Tientsin on
the 19th of September 1900 and some 300 members
from the NSW and Victorian Naval Brigade were landed
to attack and capture a Chinese fortification at Peitang.
On their arrival they discovered the fort had been razed
by the Boxers and the Russians had taken command of
the position.
During this period there was much destruction of
property as the Boxers razed the city. Consequently
a great number of artifacts and curios were liberated
from the ruins of palaces and buildings by the members
of the Eight Nation Alliance. The NSW contingent was
stationed near Peking and undertook policing and
firefighting duties, prisoner escorts and mounted
expeditions and raids against Boxer villages. Staunton

By John Todd

W. Spain was a Lieutenant in the NSW Naval Brigade
and commanded a detachment of men on these raids.
Staunton secured himself a beautiful piece of Chinese
craftsmanship, a Guangxu Table, which he later donated
to the St Augustine’s Church.
St Augustine’s Anglican Church in Neutral Bay is a
longstanding partner of Overseas Council Australia.
Having undertaken recent renovations to the historic
building, the Church was keen to return funds from the
sale of the table to brothers and sisters in China. The
table sold at auction recently for just under $20,000
and the money is being used to purchase quality
theological resources for many libraries of underground
Bible colleges. The underground Chinese house church
movement emerged during the Cultural Revolution of
1966 – 76 when Christian communities in China were
forced underground. While many churches are quite
open now, most bible colleges still need to be quite
secretive. The gift from St Augustine’s will support
hundreds of underground churches in China to train
Biblical teachers who can exegete the scriptures and
teach the true gospel from the Word of God.

PLEASE PRAY God of truth and justice, we thank
you for this recent opportunity to give back to our
brothers and sisters in China. We ask that this gift
of theological resources would be a great blessing
to the underground church in China, aiding and
equipping them to teach your Church in China.

A mounted patrol led by Lieutenant Spain (left), setting out
for a foray in the countryside in search for bandits.

Greetings OCA! My name is Stephen Nung. I am married
to Khrih Len and we are blessed with one son and one
daughter. It is my privilege to write an article to OCA
for the 2016 Winter Prayer Alert. I started teaching at
Myanmar Evangelical School of Theology (MEGST) at
the beginning the academic year of 2007-2008 after
graduating from South Asia Institute for Advanced
Christian Studies with a MTh in Missiology.
Whilst at MEGST, I was wholeheartedly involved in
teaching mission subjects. My desire was to be an
effective mission instructor imparting a knowledge of
mission and equipping students and the future church
leaders of Myanmar. I was a Chaplain for three years
and served as Dean of Students for one year. From June
2007 to May 2011, I had the privilege to supervise the
operation of more than 10 orphanages through MEGST.
I also served as a deacon and youth advisor at the
Christian City Church, Yangon.
In July 2011, I undertook further study for a PhD in InterCultural Studies at the Asia Graduate School of Theology
(AGST), Manila, Philippines. After arriving Manila, I had
the opportunity to lead the Chin Christian Community,
Philippines (CCCP) and Philippines Myanmar Christian
Fellowship (PMCF). I was the President of CCCP while
I also served as an advisor for two years in CCCP and
another two years in PMCF. As a consequence of my time
spent at AGST; working alongside people who come from
different backgrounds and different denominations, I
have a renewed optimism in the future leadership of the
Church.
Likewise, it has been a great privilege to encourage

righteous and harmonious fists
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Greetings OCA and supporters of OCA, my name is
Shahbaz Masih. I was a university student when God
called me to full-time ministry. Before, that I was an
assistant Pastor of a Brethren church. My dream was to
get a secular university education in order to get a good
job so that I could earn money for my family. I wanted
to continue ministry on a part-time basis, I did not
envision serving the Lord full-time. When God called me
to full-time ministry, I was studying at an agricultural
university.
God spoke to me through his word in Isaiah and put it
into my heart to serve Him full-time, but I refused. My
response to his call was to say no to God for four months.
God kept speaking to me through His word urging me
to follow his call and leave my secular education at the
university. I found His instructions very hard to follow,
but to make a long story short, God enabled me to
surrender to Him. I never thought that God was leading
me into theological education, that one day I would
be able to study theology in several locations in the
world, and that I would teach at a Bible college, yet it
happened.
When I left my secular education in 2000, I was
praying about Gods will and His plans for my life and
ministry. ZBI had moved from Attock City to Rawalpindi,
Islamabad. God connected me with Zarephath Bible
Seminary (ZBS) and I was enrolled in the B.Th. program
in 2001. During the next three years of Bible school
training, God helped me to learn His word deeply.
During my B.Th. studies God increased my thirst and
hunger for more training in order to help my Pakistani
brothers and sisters meet the challenges of ministry in
Pakistan. I was encouraged by a couple of my teachers
that I should continue with further studies and training
but there were no openings for me to do my M.Div. and
Th.M.
After completing my B.Th. I was challenged by my

church leadership to go to another province to plant
a church in a difficult location, in Peshawar, Pakistan.
Peshawar is one of the most difficult places of ministry
in Pakistan. I did not want to go to Peshawar, but as I
fasted and prayed, God started to grow my burden for
that place. After a month of prayer, God enabled me to
say yes to His will and go to Peshawar as a missionary
and a pastor. I started my ministry in Peshawar and by
the grace of God a small church was planted. Along with
my pastoral ministry, I started teaching TEE (Theological
Education by Extension) courses. This experience
developed my teaching ability. I was also involved in
evangelism among the majority people and was able to
train a team who spread the good news through books,
tracks and the Jesus film in Peshawar and surrounding
areas. By the grace of God, I had a very successful
ministry in this church which truly prepared me to teach
at a Bible college in the years that followed.
In 2008, the ZBS principal asked me to join them as a
faculty member. I was surprised and at the same time
very happy to join them. After my B.Th. graduation I
had wanted to pursue an M.Div., but God had a different
plan and His timing was unique. After praying and
consulting with my church, I realized that it was the will
of God to join ZBS. Before leaving my pastoral ministry
in Peshawar and joining ZBS, I trained another pastor
for the ministry in Peshawar. He came to Peshawar and
I went to ZBS.
At ZBS, the decision was made to send me and my
family to Lanka Bible College & Seminary (in Sri Lanka)
for M.Div. studies. This was made possible through the
support and financial help of OCA. I was so thankful that
God provided me this wonderful opportunity to do my
M.Div. studies in Sri Lanka. This was the first overseas
training opportunity for me and my family. I learned
many good things from this study opportunity in Sri
Lanka.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 21

Shahbaz and wife Silva with their two children
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We had a blessed time at Lanka Bible College and
Seminary and God enabled me to complete my M.Div.
studies with honors. The time in Sri Lanka built my
sense of confidence and greatly increased my passion to
be involved in a teaching and training ministry. There
is a great need for theological training in Pakistan and
God used the investment of OCA to equip me for such
a ministry.
We came back to Pakistan in 2010. God allowed me
to be involved in several different ministries because
of the excellent training, knowledge and skills that I
had acquired in Sri Lanka. One of my main ministries
was teaching at ZBS. In addition to this ministry, I also
served as an assistance pastor; spoke on the radio and at
different camps, seminars and conferences in different
parts of Pakistan. I worked one year as a part-time
faculty member at ZBS and another year as a full-time
teacher.
ZBS had started an M.Div. program, but there was no
qualified Pakistani teacher who could teach at the
M.Div. level. The principal and board of the college
encouraged me to pursue a Th.M. and God opened the
door for me to get further training in the Philippines.
God blessed us in many ways at Asia Graduate School
of Theology (AGST) in the Philippines during my Th.M.
This experience gave me a wider exposure to what is
happening in the world and these studies really filled
gaps in my knowledge and understanding of the Bible.
God provided us with wonderful teachers, a wonderful
study environment, well-equipped libraries of AGST and
other AGST partner schools, all within the context of an
international standard of theological training.
The most attractive thing I found at AGST was its
emphasis on contextual Asian Theology. This training
has equipped me to think critically and allowed me to
contextualize theology in Pakistan. I am so thankful
that ZBS sent me; that OCA provided the funds and
that AGST trained and equipped me for the challenges

and the exciting ministry in Pakistan at ZBS. We are
extremely thankful to Rev. Stuart Brooking, all the staff
and all the supporters who gave sacrificially so that we
could be well trained for His ministry in Pakistan. We
thank God that all our needs were met through OCA.
After we came back from the Philippines in December
2014, God has provided us with wonderful opportunities
at ZBS and in Pakistan. I am the first Pakistani who has a
Th.M. degree in Systematic Theology. As a result, I have
been invited to teach special courses and programs
at other seminaries. It is an honor to be used for the
development and growth of the Pakistani church. I
am teaching undergraduate and graduate classes at
ZBS. I am delighted to be teaching pastors and leaders
in our evening classes so that those who do not have
theological training are better equipped to minister in
the church.
God is using me to speak at different scholarly forums
and has used me in different ways among the majority
people in Pakistan. I also have some academic
responsibility at ZBS as an assistant Dean. I want to
thank God for these life changing experiences and the
wonderful support of OCA and its friends who have
supported me and enabled me to get the much needed
training to work in Pakistan and to bless Pakistan with
my training, experiences, skills and knowledge.
God willing, I want to undertake my PhD in theology in
the near future. I believe that this training will expand
ZBS’s and my ministry in Pakistan in many ways. We are
also praying about starting a Th.M. program in Pakistan
and ZBS wants to play a vital role in its development. In
this context, I believe my doctoral studies will provide a
significant contribution. I need your continued prayers
and support so that I may complete my doctoral studies
and serve the Lord here in Pakistan. Thank you! God is
good. All glory be to our Lord!

PLEASE PRAY
Gracious God, we know that all things are in your hands and you are all powerful. Thank you for the
faithfulness of Shahbaz. Bless your church in Pakistan.
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