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executive director’s update
GREAT LEADERS
I have the unusual privilege of visiting our various
partner colleges and getting to know the life stories of
the principals and other faculty. They are outstanding
leaders whom God has raised up and equipped for
their particular contexts.
In this edition of Prayer Alert you get to meet a dozen
of the college principals. I trust it will give you a deeper
appreciation of how good God is as you read their
stories and grow in your ability to pray for the church
in the developing world.

WELCOME TO JENNY SONNEMAN –
VICTORIAN COORDINATOR
Jenny recently completed 14 year service with the
Church Missionary Society in Pakistan. She and Steve
lived in the Sindh and then in the capital Islamabad
where Steve lectured at the OCA partner Bible college,
Zarephath Bible Seminary. Jenny also assisted in the
development department at ZBS. She knows firsthand
the value of OCA’s contribution to colleges in the
developing world.
Jenny can be contacted on:
P 0481 588 003 E jenny@overseascouncil.com.au

ANNUAL DINNERS
This year we are holding our Annual Dinners a little
earlier than usual.
Ashkenaz Asif from Zarephath Bible Seminary,
Pakistan will be the speaker.

Also coming up
VIETNAM FEB 2016
MAURITIUS SEPT OR NOV 2016
INDIA
FEB 2017
REGISTER YOUR INTEREST NOW.
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FRIDAY 11TH SEPT - MELBOURNE
SATURDAY 12TH SEPT - SYDNEY
Other cities and places to be confirmed.
More details soon.

FRONT COVER Ashenaz Asif, Principal of Zarephath Bible College, Pakistan.
BACK COVER Dr Ian Payne, Principal of South Asia Institue for Advanced Christian Studies, India. Pictured with Students.
RIGHT Jenny Sonneman and her children Tim and Lizzy.
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1st to 7th JUNE 2015

8th to 14th JUNE 2015

thanksgiving for generosity

vale gordon moyes

I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church at Cenchreae
for she has been a patron of many and of myself as well.

PLEASE PRAY

PAUL, IN ROMANS 16:1-2.

Thanks to our many patrons who gave generously in
the last quarter to the church in India, Kenya, PNG,
China and the Philippines.

STUDENT SPONSORSHIPS
Over $80,000 was given to support 227 future church

COLLEGE INFRASTRUCTURE
This quarter we made further progress in several
large projects receiving over $80,000 towards projects
including those at Peking University, DaLi Bible college,
the Carlile College MA program, SAIACS and the
Shenzhou Commentary Series.

leaders during their theological studies.

FACULTY STUDY GRANTS
Over $100,000 was given towards 24 faculty members
studying at masters and doctoral level.

Dr John Mathew, the recent OCA visitor from Allahabad Bible
Seminary, India, pictured at Perth Zoo.

PLEASE PRAY
Our Father who sets the pattern of all generosity, we
rejoice that in those first days the church flourished
with the blessings of patrons such as Phoebe. So we
thank you today for those who give to your work.
We praise you for the funds given to extend your
kingdom though OCA’s partner Bible colleges and
pray for wonderful outcomes of these acts of faith.

The Alpha and the Omega, we thank you that you hold time in your hands and you allot to each of us our days
on earth. Thank you for your servant Gordon, who through his teaching and activity influenced the church and
society over five decades. Comfort Beverly and the family in their time of grief.

Rev Dr Gordon Moyes AC died earlier this year after
decades of prominent ministry in many fields and even
a lengthy stint in the NSW Upper House. He was the
second chairman of OCA in the late 1980’s. His successor
as Chairman, Rob Kerr provides some personal reflections
on this significant Christian leader.
I first met Gordon in November 1988 when he was
Chairman of OCA. In succeeding years Gordon remained
a passionate advocate of the OC ministry believing as
he did in the desirability of training emerging Christian
leaders in the developing countries of the world in their
own culture.

One afternoon while sitting at home in my study I
received an entirely unexpected phone call from him.
Gordon said he had been thinking of me and so decided
to phone to have a chat and offer encouragement.
Both OCA and I are greatly indebted to him and he will
long be remembered with gratitude and affection.
Gordon and Beverly have been regular attendees at the
OCA dinners on the NSW Central Coast in recent years. He
once described himself as like one of the buttresses in a
cathedral holding up the ministry.

In my own active time with OCA I greatly appreciated
his wise counsel and encouragement and the following
examples come readily to mind.
Prior to the opening of our Sydney office and when
regularly visiting Sydney, Gordon always encouraged
me to make contact and invariably he would invite
me to lunch with him at the Wesley Centre [where he
was the Director]. Gordon was generous with personal
introductions, the most notable of which was to John
Dingle, who succeeded me as Chairman of OCA.
Through a contact of Gordon’s we were introduced to
the Tyrannus Bible Seminary in Bandung, Indonesia.
The strategic alliance between OCA and TBS has
continued for the past 24 years.
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15th to 21st JUNE 2015

puje jamsran, principal
UNION BIBLE TRAINING COLLEGE, MONGOLIA

Kingdom in our country. It is my joy that I am right in
the centre of making history in Mongolian Christianity
as we are equipping the pastors and educators for
the church. I am so thankful to God that I, as a weak
person, am given the task that I have now, though it
feels hard at times. I am so thankful that I am not alone
and that there are a dozen of us who are striving to
fulfil His mission in Mongolia.
As the principal, I struggle to make ends meet for the
college. As a local person, it is hard to engage and work
in a way that is required by western organisations
for the purpose of fundraising and reporting. Asking
for money for the ministry is something that I never
envisioned. Feelings of tiredness and worry come

Puje Jamsran at UBTC,

many times in a year, especially when I think of how
to make next payroll.
I often pray for the strength to press on. Right now we
are going through a curriculum development process
so I am praying for wisdom. Also I pray for my doctoral
dissertation that I have hardly started writing. I know
He is there with me all the time even as I am striving
to do many different things each day and often end up
doing little. But He knows my struggle and weakness. I
pray for my four children and my daughter in law, who
is now expecting a baby in couple of months’ time.
God is so good and He makes life interesting and full of
unpredictability for us, so whatever it is, whether good
or bad, we know we can trust him.

PLEASE PRAY
Our God, who is called ‘good’ in all lands, we thank you for the growth of the church in Mongolia over 24 years.
Strengthen Puje and the college faculty in their ministries both within the college and beyond. Please help them
to juggle their many responsibilities and provide for their needs.

It is my joy to know that those who study in UBTC will serve the
Lord with the education and inspiration they get from the college
and be part of the expansion of the Kingdom in our country.
The most important thing was the hope that was given
to me. Mongolia had collapsed both in its societal
structure and in its economy in the early 90’s, following
the withdrawal of the USSR. We were crushed by the
fact that the communism we were seeking was no
longer reachable. After I heard the Gospel, it came
to me slowly that Christ was the only hope for life on
earth. I decided to give up the career I was pursuing
in music and started serving in the newly established
church, realising that it was the best thing that I would
ever do.
I went to Singapore Bible College to study (M.Div.),
knowing that I should be able to preach and teach to
serve in the church since I was convinced that I was
called to a pastoral role.
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Now, in addition to my college responsibilities I am

the senior pastor of a local church, which has 6 small
congregations in Mongolia. I also sit on the boards of a
few different national ministry organisations.
Christianity in Mongolia has existed for just 24 years.
The Bible College was started 20 years ago. At its start
all the teaching staff were missionaries coming from
different parts of the world. But for the last 7 years, the
leadership and most of the faculty are Mongolian. We
are thankful to God and the foresighted missionaries.
We are growing together as we are learning and
exploring the exciting journey that He has given to
us. UBTC trains more than 90% of the pastors in the
country for church and other ministries.
It is my joy to know that those who study in UBTC will
serve the Lord with the education and inspiration they
get from the college and be part of the expansion of the

UBTC Students in worship
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22nd to 28th JUNE 2015

rev dr timoteo gener, president
ASIAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, PHILIPPINES
I received Christ into my heart when I was 12 years
old and got involved right away in helping play the
guitar and organ for worship in the church as well
as in Sunday school. My older brother led me to the
Lord. Formative to my spiritual life early on was the
role of my family since all five of us, especially my
parents were already believers when I was born and
heavily involved in church ministries. During my high
school years, it was the ministry of youth camps that
accelerated my growth toward leadership among
children and youth in my church.
My formal studies in theology and ministry equipped
me to become a full time pastor in the church. They
helped confirm my calling in the ministry. Later I
saw the need for advanced studies to think through
issues of holistic mission and contextual theology in
the Philippines. The realities of poverty, dialogue with
the religions, and societal and cultural engagement
cannot be met by a shallow faith. They require a
deeper training in Bible interpretation and theology
for a more holistic discipleship that does not separate
evangelism from social responsibility.
Outside the college ministry, for some years I led a
small group to disciple professionals and the members
are now in key leadership positions in different
churches. I hope to start a new group again. I am a
member of the World Evangelical Alliance Task Force
on Ecumenical Affairs in dialogue with Roman Catholic
leaders from the Vatican. This is a critical issue in the
Philippines. The goal is to identify commonalities in
faith as well as deepen our understanding of each
other’s differences and contributions toward mutual
understanding and Christ-like discipleship.
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It is important for outsiders to know that Christianity
is now a worldwide movement with many centres. No
one centre or region (like North America) is favoured.
Asian Christianity is fast growing with its many centres
of training. It is reflecting the breadth and width and
depth and length of the faith seeking to embody Christ
amidst the challenges of Asian realities.
It gives me great joy seeing our graduates serving God
in major leadership positions in churches and societies
within and beyond Asia. We now have more than 1800
alumni and recently graduated 65 more workers for
God’s kingdom – one of our biggest batches so far. I
am deeply grateful to God for the experience of His
greatness while serving Him. God guides and provides
in miraculous ways.

PLEASE PRAY
God of all nations, we thank you for the ministry of ATS in
the Philippines and for Timeteo’s ministry. Bless their alumni
serving throughout the country and around Asia. Guide those
millions of Filipino workers spread around the world to know
your word and live faithfully for you.

We are not driven to do God’s work, rather we are being led.

I am praying that ATS will fulfill the role of training
more servant-leaders for the Philippine and Asian
churches and even beyond Asian shores. My heart
aches for overseas Filipino workers many of whom
are believers in Christ. They need accessible ministry
training in discipleship and leadership in God’s work.
In this vein, I look to God for partnerships in the area of
digital distance learning, piloting a training program
for these overseas workers.
One of God’s promises in Scripture that’s an
encouragement to me is John 11:27, “My sheep listen
to my voice; I know them and they follow me.” We are
not driven to do God’s work, rather we are being led.
As we draw near to the heart of the Good Shepherd,
we discern and know Christ’s leading and direction for
His work and God’s harvest.
Timeteo (L) with ATS students during ministry to sick people.
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29th JUNE to 5th JULY 2015

ashkenaz asif, principal
ZAREPHATH BIBLE SEMINARY, PAKISTAN
PLEASE PRAY
Head of the church, we thank you for the leaders you have raised up to serve us and for their soul enriching
impact on us over the years. Bless the churches of Pakistan with good and faithful leaders we pray, so disciples
are made, churches are built and the nation worships you.
Leadership books have flooded the shelves in the book
stores. Much has been written because of great crises
we have seen after 9/11. It seems clear that leaders do
influence people to do something which, in normal
circumstances an ordinary person would not do. It
could be a noble cause or an outright wrong venture
to hurt people.
The Bible is full of such examples also and there are
several passages which talk about leadership. Jesus
told us that mere title is not enough. The question is: Is
there a talent present in a person to lead? In an eastern
society like Pakistan, leadership is exercised in a social
structure on a tribal or feudal pattern. This gives an
enormous opportunity to a person to lead by virtue of
his status. There may or may not be the presence of any
leadership gift.
God has given this special gift or talent to some so that
they can lead men and women to live peacefully and
make progress in life. Leaders are a special gift from
God for the society. A society must be thankful for such
people. In Pakistan our society still operates on tribal
(or clan) and feudal patterns. This has both, negative
and positive implications.
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In one respect this system provides easy and quick
decision making. The decision will be good if the
leader is benevolent. On the other hand people learn
little about decision making and depend on the leader
for many decisions. The Pakistani church has seen
these patterns for the last 140 years. Our leaders were,

of course the product of such leadership patterns from
an early age. Thus a pastor may act as if he was a small
scale feudal lord! This seems strange and may not be
obvious at the surface level.
1. The position is held by the feudal and subsequently
by his son. He owns large tracts of land which he has
inherited from his forefathers. It is not always clear
how they got hold of these large tracts any way. It
is still possible to enjoy such a position in a modern
democratic system. The tribal or feudal leaders will
simply tell their people to vote for their preferred
candidate, perhaps themselves. It will be seen as a
free election. But there was only one choice before the
people to vote!

in Pakistan. How great is the opportunity to make a
difference in the lives of people if one followed the
pattern of Jesus’ leadership? It is a great joy to see
people making progress in the walk with the Lord,
people accepting Jesus as their Saviour and Lord. It is
great to see young people excelling in life. We can see
parents training their children in the ways of God so
society is changed and ultimately the nation is built.
This will only happen if we the leaders are sure that
we know God in a personal way; if we are sure of God’s
saving act in our life; if Jesus is our model and his gift of
leadership is given to us through the Holy Spirit.

opportunity to bless others.
Leadership is not a title but a talent, to be
demonstrated thankfully and humbly. A leader can
make a big difference in the lives of people. God bless
you if you are a leader. Pray for one of your leaders if
you are not a leader yourself.

A life spent walking with the Lord and influencing
people for growth is a life well lived. It will only
happen if we change the three Ps with the idea that
leadership is not about position but a gift of God, not
about power but service and not about privilege but

2. Power is something people enjoy. Their commands
are followed; they make decisions at will; they grant
or withhold help, and, make any appointments they
desire. This has been seen in secular leadership and
there are regular complaints about leaders that they
are misusing their power. The use (or misuse) of power
is like a drug. It slowly makes one addicted.
3. Privilege is a right for the feudal leader. He has ‘more
and best’ of everything for himself. Soon this ‘more’
seems less and ‘best’ seems outdated. Then a vicious
cycle starts for more ‘more and best’ which never stops.
The people around him are left to be helped, or cursed
by fate.
All these patterns unfortunately are exhibited in
one way or the other in church and Christian work

ZBS students in village ministry; Ashkenaz
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6th to 12th JULY 2015

PLEASE PRAY

elie haddad
ARAB BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, LEBANON
I was born and raised in Lebanon where I lived
throughout the Lebanese civil war between 1975
and 1990. Towards the end of the war, I emigrated to
Canada seeking a new and more stable life. I was in the
business world at the time, working as an Information
Systems and Management consultant. I met my wife
in Toronto. She had a similar story, of being born and
raised in Lebanon and coming to Canada to escape the
war.
Although I was brought up in a Bible-believing home
and came to faith at a young age, I had drifted away
from God during my twenties. It was only when I
immigrated to Canada at the age of thirty that I got
serious about my faith and ministry. I was part of a
new Arabic-speaking church plant in the Toronto area.
I served there for my entire stay in Canada as one of
the lay leaders of the church. During my time there,
and as I was working, I felt God calling me to get better
equipped. Therefore, I pursued a theological degree
at Tyndale Seminary. It was after graduation that we
received the invitation to move back to Lebanon and
for me to lead the Arab Baptist Theological Seminary.
This was a very difficult invitation for us, to go back
to the place that we ran away from after having lived
a very stable, enjoyable, and fruitful life in Canada.
As we investigated the move, and whether the call
was genuinely from God, we visited the seminary
in Lebanon. It became obvious to us how critical
and strategic the role of the seminary was, not just
for Lebanon, but for the entire Arab world. With its
openness to the West, and being an integral part of
the Arab world, Lebanon acted as a strategic gateway,
especially for ministry. ABTS had the freedom to enrol
students who come from various religious backgrounds

11

from the entire Arab world. This is very strategic as
large numbers of people are coming to faith in the
region and the need for leadership formation and
theological education was rapidly increasing.

God of Abraham, who led his people
throughout the region we call the
Middle East, we pray that this region
would be known for peace and praise
of you. We thank you that you call your
servants to serve you in these times
when the church is growing. Thank you
for the faithfulness of Elie to hear your
call to service in Lebanon.

With the fast advance of radicalism in the region and
with the resulting danger on Christian communities,
it is easy for Christians to just pick up and leave.
However, the role of the Church in the region is even
more strategic these days. Despite the persecution and
pressure, new opportunities to proclaim the Gospel
are emerging every day, and Muslims and others are
coming to faith in unprecedented numbers. Now is not
the time to leave. Now is the time for the Church to
have a prophetic voice, to proclaim the Gospel boldly,
and to act as an agent of peace and reconciliation for
a needy region. The Church in our region needs leaders
who can “read the signs of the times” and can help
the Church respond in Christ-like ways. Now is the
time to make sure that the Church maintains a vibrant
witness to the love and deliverance that Jesus brings.
Christians in our region, at these difficult times, are
not victims. We are privileged to be where we are to
represent Christ and to bring the presence of God to
the deprived.
This is not easy. The Church needs prayer, for strength,
for boldness, and for wisdom to engage at the right
level. Our students and graduates serve God in tough
environments. They need the prayer support of the
global body of Christ for God’s grace to uphold them,
empower them, and protect them.
I praise God for what He is doing in our region, and I am
grateful that He uses feeble ministries and frail people
like us to accomplish His mission.
Elie Haddad in the ABTS cafeteria
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13th to 19th JULY 2015

dr elizabeth sendek
Elizabeth with her daughter (R) and a student (L)

Growing up in the Presbyterian Church in Colombia—a
country were the dominant church is the Roman
Catholic—very early I became aware of differences
between the two traditions. In my first school
experience I was sat in the back corner of the classroom
to separate “the protestant” from other girls. Attending
a Presbyterian Church, Sunday school, memorising
Scripture, and even participating in evangelistic
activities were part of my upbringing. But the

PRESIDENT, FUSBC, COLOMBIA

transforming reality of what faith in Christ means only
came years later while in college.
The greatest influence in shaping my faith and ministry
came through involvement with the Colombian student
movement affiliated with the International Fellowship
of Evangelical Students (IFES) as a student and later
on staff. Rootedness in the Scriptures, service nurtured
by prayer and community, and passion to see others
become faithful disciples became central in my life.
Doing ministry among inquisitive university students
motivated me to seek formal theological education,
earning a M.A. in Biblical Studies, with emphasis in New
Testament.
God has woven in my service in theological education
the diverse threads of my background: undergraduate
studies in business and educational administration,
14 years in student ministry and theological studies. I

20th to 26th JULY 2015

san cung nung, principal
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I was born and grew up in a Christian family in Chin
State, Myanmar. My father was an ordained pastor in my
native village. I accepted Jesus Christ as my personal Lord
and Saviour in 1977. After being born again, my spiritual
life changed. I dedicated my life to the Lord. Since then,
I shared the gospel to the people in my neighbouring
villages, who did not know Jesus. I experienced the
anointing of the Holy Spirit that made my whole life
transformed. I enjoy my life because of the love of God,
His Word, and the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
In 1988, I resigned my job as a high school teacher
because God called me to be a full time minister. I was
appointed as an assistant pastor of Assemblies of God in
Hakha, Chin State. Without having any prior theological

MEGST, MYANMAR

education, I served in the ministry for ten years. I used
to study the Word of God by myself with prayer and
with the help of the Holy Spirit. But I was not satisfied
so I studied at Myanmar Evangelical Graduate School
of Theology (MEGST) in 1999, majoring in Pastoral
Studies. The main purpose of choosing pastoral studies
was to have more spiritual transformation by studying
the Word of God for myself and to be more effective in
pastoral ministry in the church.
I served as the Academic Dean and as Chaplain at MEGST.
Then, the board appointed me to be the Principal of
MEGST in June 2013. Beside my role as a principal, I get
involved as the part time assistant pastor at Christian City
Church in Yangon. Moreover, I conduct different seminars

joined the Biblical Seminary of Columbia in 1993 where
I have taught New Testament Greek, Greek Exegesis and
Latin American Culture. At different times I also served
as Treasurer, Academic Vice-President/Dean and from
2011, President.
My passion is to interact with students in the classroom
and now I do not get many opportunities to do it. As
President the greatest service I can render is shepherding
staff, faculty and students to carry out the mission of the
school. Accomplishing academic and administrative
goals brings satisfaction, but there is no deeper joy
than seeing students, staff and faculty transformed by
their seminary experience, and seeing graduates who
faithfully serve the Lord. I am also thankful for the
opportunity to help nourish a new generation of faculty
and administrators for our school.
As someone dedicated to the formation of individuals
to serve God in the church and in society, my prayers
frequently turn to our need to be people of integrity
in a context riddled with corruption. It is exciting to
praise God for His faithfulness in sustaining this college
for seven decades. At the same time, it is a challenge to

remain focused on His sovereignty, walking faithfully in
humble dependence on His care. This is the first lesson I
had to learn daily as I became President of the college
during a time of financial and administrative crisis that
became an opportunity to evaluate and make changes,
while affirming our identity and commitment to God’s
calling to serve His mission through holistic and high
quality theological education.
The responsibility of passing on to others what has
been received, has moved me to devote time to writing
projects and to share the lessons learned as a theological
educator by participating as facilitator in the Institutes of
Excellence sponsored by Overseas Council in the region,
and as a fellow of Global Associates for Transformational
Education (GATE).

such as leadership, pastoral counselling in Yangon and
beyond. I have learnt throughout my ministry that the
Church and the society are very important resources for
the college. Another reason is that when I get involved
in such ministries the churches know about MESGT and
the value of theological education. As a result, they are
willing to send potential leaders to study at MEGST.
According to the Myanmar context, ministry is about
serving the Lord and serving people. To win Buddhists
in Myanmar, firstly it is important to make friends with
them and then share the gospel. In Myanmar, personal
concern is significant and highly appreciated.
To me being a leader or minister is not a position but it is
a responsibility. The deepest joy in my current ministry is
teaching and preaching God’s Word to the students and
leaders of churches in Myanmar. Especially, I would like
to express my thanks to the faculty and staff because

they have fully supported me by working with a team
spirit. Moreover, I am so thrilled whenever I see the
growth of students in terms of academic, spiritual, and
ministry growth. Some of the most difficult things that
I have been facing are lack of financial sustainability for
the college and student recruitment for every year. I pray
for the school to have its own campus, to have income
generating activites, and to have more local support. I do
not have any promise from anybody and from partners
from overseas but I strongly believe that God will work
miraculously in the college.

PLEASE PRAY
Our God who desires of us a humble and contrite
heart, we thank you for Elizabeth who has learnt to
be a leader dependent on you. Give to the graduates
of FUSBC the unusual blessing of integrity as they
minister in Latin America and thus shine out who
you are and the nature of true discipleship.

PLEASE PRAY
Father you are faithful to us year by year. Thank you
for your faithfulness to Cung and to MEGST over many
years. Please provide all that is needed and build
your church in Myanmar through godly leaders being
deployed for ministry.
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27th JULY to 2nd AUGUST 2015

dr imad shehadeh, president
JORDAN EVANGELICAL THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, JORDAN
Imad grew up in the country of Jordan, belonging to the
Greek Orthodox Church. After high-school, he earned
his bachelor’s degree from the University of California
at San Diego, where he was a pre-med student. It was
during this time that a fellow student, Lee, who was
active with Campus Crusade, led Imad to Christ. It was a
powerful conversion. Imad experienced a quick change
which was greatly enhanced by Lee’s continued work
in discipling Imad, teaching him the Scriptures, and
training him to share his faith and eventually to lead his
own discipleship group. By the time Imad graduated
from UCSD, he had three generations of Bible study
groups behind him, and also a calling from God. Imad
not only grew in his faith and ministry skills, but also in
his vision and burden to reach his own people for the
Saviour.

more training, which lead to his next phase of life.

Though Imad was accepted at Medical School, he chose
rather to join the staff of Campus Crusade where there
was much fruit beginning at the University of Jordan.
This was greatly enriched by Imad’s meeting with his
future wife, Julia, a Jordanian. The ministry expanded
to include also the University of Yarmook in northern
Jordan, as well as the nearest town of Husun, where
Imad and Julia founded their first church.

During the summer of 1986, Imad and Julia travelled
in the Middle East in order to survey the needs of the
region. It was then that they saw the urgent need for
training men and women to aid the existing churches
or to plant new churches. The credulous nature of
the church in the Middle East in the midst of heavy
Islamic influence constantly threatened the soundness
of its doctrine and the effectiveness of its witness.
Imad also saw that having a theological training
institution opened the way for academic and interfaith dialogue with Muslims at all levels. Long term,
the establishment of a seminary in these parts that
offered sound orthodoxy, practical skills, and a clear
vision was of enormous potential, and was strategic in
shaping the course of ministry in the Middle East for
many generations to come! It was then that the vision

Imad then became the director for Campus Crusade’s
Middle East Great Commission Training Centre. Their
ministry grew significantly, especially in sharing the
love of Christ with Muslims. This became noticeable to
the government. After a period of intense interrogation,
Imad was placed under house arrest for three months.
After he was freed, he decided that he needed much
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Imad received his Th.M. in Semitics and Old Testament
studies in 1986, and his Ph.D. in Bible Exposition and
Systematic Theology in 1990 from Dallas Theological
Seminary. He later did post-doctoral studies in Belgium
and Scotland. Imad’s focus of studies at both Dallas
Seminary and Leuvin, Belgium, was the difference
that the Trinitarian Monotheism (Christianity) makes in
contrast to Unitarian Monotheism (Islam). This became
life forming for Imad and the subject of much of his
teaching, conference-speaking, publishing and TV
series in both English and Arabic.

for Jordan Evangelical Theological Seminary was born
with a mission “to equip spiritual leaders for planting
and strengthening churches in the Arab World.”
Classes began in 1991 with 22 students from Iraq,
Jordan, and Lebanon. This start proved very successful
and solidified the conviction for the need to formally
establish this seminary. During that time the statement

of faith was defined, the curriculum was designed to
fit the needs of the Middle East, the faculty chosen
and funds were raised to support the work. The
miracle continued with the coming of students from
many more countries, and thus JETS’ ministry began.
Graduates now serve right throughout the Middle East
and North Africa.

PLEASE PRAY
We thank you dear Father for leading Imad and Julia to this ministry in Jordan. Thank you for preparing them
and putting the needs of the Middle East upon their hearts. Strengthen JETS and keep all who are involved
‘clever as serpents, but as gentle as doves’.

While at Dallas, Imad founded the Arab Church of
Dallas, which also become his source of income while
studying.

Imad and Julia Shehadeh
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3rd

to 9th AUGUST 2015

PLEASE PRAY

dr ian payne, principal

Guide us oh thou great Jehovah, for we are all pilgrims in this world. Thank you for your guidance of Ian and Judith
to this current ministry at SAIACS. Strengthen them for each day’s tasks and let them see the fruit of their ministry in
the work of the graduates as they minister through the vast country of India.

SOUTH ASIA INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED CHRISTIAN STUDIES, INDIA
Imagine, at nine years old, being lost in India. I had
been on a school trip and we were returning on our
bicycles. I crashed off mine. By the time I discovered
my wheel was bent, the rest of my group had
disappeared ahead. There I was alone and lost—in
the vastness of India. What could my Kiwi missionary
parents in faraway Kerala do? Where would I turn?
Fortunately, God helped me that day. One last
member of our group caught up and keeping him in
sight was the key to getting home.
Many years later in 1994, landing at Madras airport
with my wife, Judith, and three young daughters,
I looked out over the thousands of tin or tarpaulin
roofs—struck by the strange vastness of India again.
I wondered how on earth I could make any difference.
We were coming so I could study at master’s level at
the South Asia Institute of Advanced Christian Studies
(SAIACS), Bangalore. God helped us that day too. We
enjoyed the experience tremendously. We discovered
India was an adventure-a-day sort of place. The study
at SAIACS changed our perspective on the world and
on mission.
It was in a SAIACS chapel I heard that 100,000 people
per day around the world are becoming Christians
and so we need to be training 1000 leaders per day
to disciple them. Theological education is part of
mission. ‘Wow!’ I thought, ‘I could give my life to that!’
I saw too that teaching at SAIACS was a most strategic
way to make an impact on the vastness of India. Being
invited to return to help training trainers—that was
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a no-brainer! So we served as faculty at SAIACS for
four years.
Before long, the adventure included doing a PhD in
theology through the University of Aberdeen. It was
thrilling to learn about God’s love and apply that to
human knowing and teaching. I discovered that,
if they are to be transformational, learning and
teaching are best done relationally and as part of a
great purpose. That has so reinforced for me that
theological education needs to be based in fellowship
and in mission.
Fast forward to 2007—Judith and I heard the Indian
voice of a SAIACS trustee ask us if I would serve as
Principal of SAIACS. We set aside our responsibilities
with Pathways College for a day of prayer at an
Auckland beach—and pondered again the vastness
of India. Through what we saw of how young gannets
set out on a migratory adventure trusting themselves
to the unknown, God helped us see that day that we
could trust him to make sense of the adventure of
leading SAIACS. We are thrilled to be able to share
with an excellent faculty and staff team. We pray that
as graduates embark on the mission adventure their
destinations will be blessed in God’s hands. Over 40%
of SAIACS students become teachers in other bible
colleges. Others reach out in mission, ministry or
marketplace. What an awesome adventure in mission
they share. For God is not daunted by the vastness of
India.

Dr Ian Payne with Students
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10th

to 23rd AUGUST 2015

j. sundara raj, principal
ALLAHABAD BIBLE SEMINARY, INDIA
PLEASE PRAY
Thank you Father for the faithful witness and nurture Sundar received from his family and mentors throughout his
life. Help him and the faculty of ABS to lead the student body as they develop their biblical leadership and church
planting skills.
I was born and brought up in a Traditional Christian
family in Tamil Nadu. My father was a mechanic with
a meager income. I was the second child in the family.
I was also a pampered child of my parents because I
was born after a nine year gap. The society in which
we lived believed that a blessing in the family means
to have more than 6 children. Since there was a long
gap after the first son’s birth, the society especially
my mother’s mother in law and her daughters began
to taunt her. As a result my mother had to go through
a traumatic experience each day. She began to pray to
the Lord for a child whom she would dedicate to the
ministry of the Lord. The Lord answered her prayers
and I was told right from my childhood I must go to
the service of the Lord.
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Because of my mother’s illness I was forced to get
employment in a workshop. My mother always
reminded me about her prayers to the Lord and
reminded me that I should go for the ministry. My
mind was set on further studies. Seeing the desire
to study, she sought the help of my uncle who
was a missionary in New Delhi working with Child
Evangelism Fellowship. Prayer was an important
aspect of my uncle’s family. On the morning of 30th
August 1974 after the family prayer my uncle and
aunty sat beside me and began to share the Gospel
with me. I began to realise that I am a sinner and
need Salvation. I accepted the Lord as my Saviour

that day. Soon after this things began to change
in my life. I started taking part in all the Christian
activities of my church and was discipled by family
and church leaders who took an active interest in me.
Seeing the transformation in my life my friends in the
college began to ask me what has happened to me.
I began to share my testimony with them and later
joined my Uncle’s mission work. I began to realise the
calling of the Lord for the Ministry. This led me to ABS
to study. I did further ministry and then more studies
in librarianship and theology. Since 2005 I have been
serving the Lord as the Principal of the Allahabad
Bible Seminary.

practical work-based theological education. India
needs students with commitment to serve the Lord in
any circumstances. They also must become shepherds
who would care for the flock that is entrusted to
them. They must be ministry driven people. This
can be possible only when we impart theological
education along with the field education in balance.
We must allow the students to have practical
exposures to see the need themselves while they are

in training. Allahabad Bible Seminary strives toward
these objectives.
In order to fulfil this vision all the faculty and students
are involved in Church planting in the villages. At
present we have about 23 worship groups where we
go and share the word of God. As the Principal of the
Seminary I visit one village each Sunday to assist the
students in ministry.

PLEASE PRAY
Dear Lord, we thank you for the ministry of the students whom you guide in the work of church planting.
Equip both faculty and students to understand their culture and to grow churches which are steeped in your
Word. Bless Dr Johnny Mathew as he leads the Centre for the Study of Indian Culture and Society so that many
understand.

The greatest need of the church is shepherds who
would tend the flock with the word of God. I believe
that theological education exists for the church
and not the church for theological education. The
objective of every theological Institution is to produce
men and women who will fill our mother land, India
with the gospel of Jesus Christ. We need pastors, who
will instill the missionary vision within the church so
that the they may become instruments of the gospel.
In order to equip the students, a faculty must be well
equipped academically, and spiritually rooted in the
word of God. The faculty need advanced theological
education to equip them for their task.
My perspective on theological education is holistic.
Along with academic excellence we also need to have

Sundar with ABS students involved in their church planting work in the villages around Allahabad.
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24th

to 31st AUGUST 2015

rev. dr mark dickson, principal
GEORGE WHITEFIELD COLLEGE, CAPE TOWN
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I was a student at university in the 1970’s and it was
there that I was confronted by the truth of Christianity.
At the residence Christians would sometimes set up a
book table in the foyer stocked with intriguing titles. I
was curious and would engage the people selling the
books in conversation. I enjoyed this interaction and
steadily got drawn into thinking more and more about
the claims of Christ. Josh McDowell’s ‘Evidence that
Demanded a Verdict’ was placed in my hands. I was
invited to church and after several meetings decided
I wanted to become a Christian. I remember talking to
my mentor – his name was Billy - and explaining to
him that I wanted to commit my life on the upcoming
Sunday, but that I was worried that the devil might
somehow prevent that, and possibly even take my
life. He smiled and said that he really didn’t think God
would allow that. And so I took the big step a few days
later with Billy sitting next to me on one side and my
girlfriend on the other. That week I lost a few friends
due to my new found faith. My girlfriend broke up
with me, and my friends distanced themselves. But I
had found Life and gained a whole new circle of people
who loved the Lord. The reality that dominated me at
this time was the fact that the Gospel had power. All
my unconverted friends eventually become Christians!
One of them had been founder and chairman of the
Atheist Club at the university!

relationship to theology. The theology studies
prepared me for pastoral ministry which I pursued for
the best part of 20 years. I had the joy of pretty much
planting a church and see it grow to quite a size, and
acquire large property. None of this however would
have been possible without the model of ministry held
out to me in the preaching and leadership of Bishop
Frank Retief.

My studies at the university were in the field of
science. Subsequently I completed a degree in
Theology, and followed that with studies in Hebrew,
and later philosophy of science. The rigour of the
scientific method has always been a help. I have
also been drawn to Hebrew due to my Jewish roots,
and philosophy holds an attraction due to its close

I am thrilled to see George Whitefield College grow in
its ability to train Christian leaders for Africa – for many
years now half our students have come from outside
South Africa. I am thrilled to see our graduates taking
on leadership roles both locally and internationally.
I am overjoyed to hear stories of graduates who are
engaged in ministries of church planting, evangelism,

social outreach and in some cases starting theological
colleges. What I want to see more of however, is new
students being sent to study here, so that we continue
- through God’s grace -to increase Africa’s share in the
Kingdom of God.
So our prayer focus is on student recruitment, and also
on our desire to develop a distance learning program
on the continent.

PLEASE PRAY
God who changes hearts we thank you for the
life experiences of Mark and how you used him
in ministry to the local church. Bless the work
of GWC where he now ministers so it fulfils its
mission to train your servants throughout Africa.

Ministry outside college life was a hybrid of pastoring
a church and fulfilling demands of the college.
Subsequently this has changed and I preach where I
can in the local churches. I also have a music ministry
and serve the local church in that capacity.
Ministry in Cape Town (and in South Africa) has a
dimension that is hard for some outsiders to grasp
depending on their context. To some it appears that
we have much that is 1st world, and indeed we do, but
we also have much that is 3rd world too. If 1st world
spectacles are donned by outsiders it is easy for them
to think that we can live up to 1st world expectations.
In reality there is a great deal of poverty, illiteracy
and these can present barriers to self-improvement.
South African society also remains a complicated mix
of different ethnicities, and is further complicated by
the enormous number of people from Africa that have
come and settled here, many illegally.
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