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FROM THE
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

PAKISTAN,
SRI LANKA

SEPTEMBER 2019

INDONESIAN ENGAGEMENT:
AN ANSWER TO PRAYER
On several occasions over the past decade, the OCA Board
has explored our engagement with Indonesia. In earlier
days we partnered with two theological colleges and
more recently just one, Tyrannus Bible Seminary. Tyrannus
is a leading evangelical college, so while we were very
pleased to partner with this college, the importance of
Indonesia meant we wanted to do more.
I made several visits to colleges in Indonesia seeking
potential new partners, but for various reasons none
seemed appropriate for us.
It was when Dr Samuel Sidjabat (the principal of
Tyrannus) also became the chairman of PASTI that a new
avenue opened up. PASTI is an association of evangelical
theological institutions in Indonesia and, though it had
begun in the 1980's, the original founders were now aged
or 'gone to higher service'. Samuel and others wanted to
revitalise the organisation to make it a major influence in
training leaders for the Indonesian church and wondered
if OCA might be able to help.
The prayer of our Board, and the request of our Indonesian
friends has led to the unfolding strategy that you will read
about in this Prayer Alert.
The articles are about, or written by, five Indonesian
scholars who had three months research leave in Australia
at the end of 2018, sponsored by OCA.

03 Rev Dr Stuart Brooking

14TH TO 28TH SEPTEMBER 2019
COST TBA.
CONTACT OCA FOR MORE INFORMATION.
This Connection Tour is a great opportunity to understand
more about the ministry of OCA by visiting two partner
colleges in South Asia.
Travel with Stuart Brooking to two very different countries
- Pakistan and Sri Lanka – with two very different faiths –
Islam and Buddhism. Yet both countries are home to people
who are faithful to Jesus, many amidst great challenges and
even hostility.
We will visit Zarephath Bible Seminary in Rawalpindi,
Pakistan, as well as the Lanka Bible College and Graduate
Centre in Kandy, central Sri Lanka. There we will meet some
of these faithful believers and have the privilege of hearing
their story.
A Connection Tour is a unique way to discover the life of
God’s people and the training of leaders for the church and
its mission. We travel in a small group and enjoy Christian
fellowship with each other, the college leaders and students
as we visit.
OCA's Victorian Director, Jenny Sonneman, and her family
will be on the Connection Tour. Jenny and Steve worked in
Pakistan at ZBS and so will give a unique extra perspective
on the ministry.
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1st to 8th DECEMBER 2018

WHATEVER WE DO,
WE GIVE THANKS
Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him. COL 3:17

The Apostle Paul frames our discipleship in a holistic
way - word and deed. The focus on Christ and the
Father is clear. Thanksgiving is a key posture for us as
individuals and for our churches and ministries.
At OCA we give thanks for our supporters - partners
in Australia who make it possible to work with our
ministry partners overseas.
As usual our first quarter donations (July-Sept) were
low, with an overall income of $116,000.

SPONSORSHIPS – we received $52,000 towards
the ongoing support of 200 students studying at 20 of
our partner colleges. In a recent trip to Colombia our
Executive Director, Stuart Brooking met two students
who are being supported. One was at the end of
study and so grateful for all he had learnt. He was
formulating plans for ministry back in his province.
The other was at the start of her studies and she was
pleased to have the opportunity to be stretched in her
faith through what she was learning
FACULTY STUDY GRANTS – we received funds

for 8 individual faculty members to study at masters
or doctoral level. We also received funds for the
Pasifika Strategy MTh program at Christian Leaders'
Training College in PNG. The fifteen students in this
program come from various colleges and ministries in
PNG and the nearby islands.
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PROJECTS - we had $46,000 donated for various
projects. One project we finished was a mini bus for
Zarephath Bible Seminary in Pakistan. The funds were
donated by a group of supporters in Melbourne who
have an interest in that college. We also progressed
the new men's dormitory at Myanmar Evangelical
Graduate School of Theology, Myanmar. We are
working with OC New Zealand to pay off this new
dormitory which was purchased to accommodate the
influx of new students earlier this year.
Thank you to our supporters for the partnership of
thankfulness and generosity.

PLEASE PRAY
We thank you for the apostolic
band who faithfully ministered
in your name. Thank you for their
world-wide vision given to them
by Christ. Thank you that we can
share in the ministry of building
your church around the world.
FUSBC, Colombia students
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9th to 15th DECEMBER 2018

FOCUS ON INDONESIA
MAKING A DIFFERENCE FOR OUR NEAR CHRISTIAN NEIGHBOURS
In 2017 Dr Samuel Sidjabat of Tyrannus Bible
Seminary requested OCA to assist the re-launching
of PASTI, an association of evangelical theological
colleges throughout the country. There are currently
42 active member colleges representing some 5,000
future leaders in their student body, who come from
numerous denominations and interdenominational
groups.
OCA's Executive Director, Dr Stuart Brooking, was
invited to lead a conference of PASTI leaders in
Bandung at the end of 2017. He led several sessions
on what Indonesia needs, the churches response to
those needs, what the PASTI colleges can do to help
equip the church, and what OCA can do to help PASTI.
Dr Lindsay Wilson of Ridley College, Melbourne, also
presented a series of talks and workshops on excellent
evangelical scholarship.
Thoughtful ideas were generated that are shaping
OCA's engagement in the coming years, but the
primary need was for Indonesian scholars to be
able to have time in Australia to write articles for
publication.
This need was driven by recent changes in Indonesian
government policy, which meant all Bible colleges
had to improve their standards, including upgrading
faculty members' qualifications. In particular, the new
government policy requires at least two accredited
Professors in any college with a PhD program.
There were several colleges with existing or proposed
doctoral programs, but there were no Professors!
(The Indonesian authorities had allowed an interim
concession, but that will run out in a few years.) The
need was urgent.
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Through the generosity of several donors and four
cooperating Australian Bible colleges*, five scholars
were able to come for writers' retreats for three

months during September to December 2018. While
OCA does not sponsor long term study options in the
West, especially for younger leaders, these scholars
were in a different category. We know that providing
time away from administration and daily pressures for
senior scholars is essential for most to write articles
for publication. In this case, the need was great.
During their visit to Australia we held a miniconference for the five scholars to discuss their work,
meet various leaders and strategise around the next
steps. All five scholars already had doctoral degrees
and were at various stages of fulfilling the requirement
for moving through the four 'Senior Lecturer' and
two 'Professor' stages. It became evident during the
conference that while most of the five could tick all
the boxes in three of the categories of requirements,
the most elusive box was publishing articles. It was
a moment of collective excitement when we realised
that by the end of the three months, three of the five
Indonesia scholars would be able to directly apply to
become Professors!
During the conference, ongoing support for PASTI
colleges was determined. The seven key colleges
in PASTI were identified which each need two
professors. OCA will sponsor a program to deliver a
total of 14 writing retreats by the end 2020 allowing
ample programs for the country.
OCA will help upgrade Old and New Testament
teachers to be supervisors, which will strengthen a
weaker part of the Indonesian college curriculum.
OCA will help introduce programs to strengthen
competence in research methodology, which is also
needed amongst the evangelical colleges.
OCA will assist by running introductory seminars on
fundraising and self-sustainability for some of the
PASTI colleges.

OCA will help develop intercultural studies
perhaps formally, or informally amongst the
PASTI leadership.
These cooperative ventures will unfold in the
coming few years and hopefully form a basis
for strengthening the competence of the PASTI
colleges and thus the growing evangelical
church in Indonesia.
* We are grateful to the Australian College of Theology
and four of its colleges - Melbourne School of Theology,
Ridley College (Melbourne), Sydney Missionary &
Bible College, and Brisbane School of Theology. They
provided an essential welcome and support to the
Indonesian scholars in this program.

PLEASE PRAY
Almighty and Sovereign God, what a
great joy it is to see the way you provide
people for one another, so as to progress
your good Kingdom purposes! We
praise you for the partnership between
OCA and PASTI, and for the generosity
of Australian donors and theological
colleges. Through these partnerships,
please enable the continuation and
strengthening of theological education
in Indonesia. Guide and give wisdom,
love, humility, good communication and
patient understanding to OCA, PASTI and
the Australian Theological colleges in the
many aspect of these programs.
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16th to 22nd DECEMBER 2018

PLEASE PRAY

BECOMING A TRUE
CHRISTIAN AND CHOOSING
A LIFE OF SERVICE
Dr Morris Phillips Takaliuang is Chairman of the Abdi Tuhan Injili Theological Seminary in Anjungan, Pontianak,
West Kalimantan. This is his testimony.
I come from a Christian family who are members of
the Sangir Talaud Evangelical Church (GEMIST), on
the Sangir Talaud archipelago, in the North Sulawesi
province of Indonesia. My father and mother are
both descended from Christian families. I am one of
nine children who are automatically called Christian
like my parents before me. I am the sixth child. When
I was a child, between the ages of 4-10, I went to
Sunday school services. As an adolescent, I followed
the catechism as a regulation to take part in holy
communion. My father was also a board member of
the church organisation.
Yet our family Christianity is not traditional Christianity.
My father is deep and complex, and would take part in
the activities of 'darkness'. At the same time my father
and mother were active members of our church. My
father even became a church councillor, for all his
life. But our Christian traditions were mixed with the
powers of darkness. My father even practiced the
sciences of darkness in dealing with life problems.
If problems in our lives became severe, my father
would invite shamans (witchdoctors) to come to our
home and help us with special rituals. So, my family's
Christianity is a mixture of worshiping God and
seeking help from Satan's powers.
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When I was 20 years old, I was personally saved by a
servant of God. There was an eradication of my sin and
at the same time I prayed, for the first time, to receive

the Lord Jesus Christ as my personal Saviour. Since
then, I have experienced a drastic change in my life.
I began to diligently pray, read the Bible and worship
God personally, in a spirit and in an atmosphere that
had never existed before. This really is a miracle. And
that continues to this day. Thanks be to God!

Powerful Lord, You know each one of us personally and miraculously bring us to true life when You cause
us to believe in and follow Jesus. Thank you for the miraculous work you have done in Morris’ life - for
eradicating his sins, enabling him to receive Jesus as Saviour and for a drastic change in his life as he
prayed, read the Bible and worshipped you. Thank you for preparing good works for him to do, and
preparing him for these good works, especially his service at The Evangelical Lord Theological Seminary.
Give Morris great faithfulness, wisdom, humility and joy as he serves you. You know the deepest
longings and desires of our hearts. Together with Morris, we plead that you will graciously cause one
million human souls in Indonesia to be reconciled to you, by the preaching the gospel of Christ. Amen.

is my hope and prayer always - 'help me and my
team, students and anyone who is called to the great
commission.' The Word of God says: "You did not
choose me, but I chose you. And I have appointed you

that you go and bear fruit - fruit that will last - so that
what you ask of the Father in my name will be given
to you." (John 15:16)

After that, I received a 'special call' to become a
servant of God, which I have been to this day. I studied
at theology and graduate school, and then became a
teacher at my own alma mater for many days.
At a later time, I was anointed as a messenger pastor
and entrusted to lead a theological school in West
Kalimantan, Indonesia - a school with more than 150
students. The school is called 'SekolahTinggi Theologia
"Abdi Tuhan Injili"'(STT ATI) [which in English translates
approximately to 'The Evangelical Lord Theological
Seminary']. I teach several subjects at the theological
school, such as New Testament Greek, Contemporary
Theology, Eschatology, Christian Leadership, Church
History and others. There is one special subject that
God entrusted me to teach to students and Christians
in general, namely "Demonology and Occult" subjects
(Spiritual Warfare).
My greatest longing and desire is that by the grace
of the Lord Jesus Christ, there will be more than one
million human souls under and united with God by
preaching the gospel of Christ in my region. That
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23rd to 29th DECEMBER 2018

THE RELATIONSHIP
OF FAITH AND REASON

A BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF INDONESIAN CHRISTIAN
SCHOLARLY THOUGHT

By Dr Morris Phillips Takaliuang, Chairman of the Abdi Tuhan Injili Theological Seminary in Anjungan,
Pontianak, West Kalimantan

INTRODUCTION

had gone astray and even become a source of heresy.

When someone believes in the Lord Jesus Christ,
because of God's designation, that person receives
"faith" from Christ and in Christ. But at the same
time, human reason - that 'reason' God has given as a
'common gift' to everyone, including those who have
received a special 'faith' - must still be illuminated,
renewed and adapted to God's truth as written in the
teachings of the Bible.
Given the essence of human beings, a 'new' problem
arose from the interaction and encounter between
faith and reason - that being the issue of the
'correlation of faith and reason'.
Based on personal experience, a historical perspective
and my own biblical studies, I offer some reflections
to help us to understand and find a Biblical solution
to the 'paradox' of the relationship between faith and
reason.

The second were those who simply 'accepted' Greek
philosophy as a good and useful thing, such as Justin
Martyr. This group argued that philosophy is useful in
explaining and understanding Christian faith in depth
and scientifically.

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE
The 'paradox of the relationship between faith and
reason' has been discussed since the days of early
church history. The following outlines some of the
main and important figures of church history who
have explored the nature of the relationship.
In the era of the Early Church Fathers, the 'paradox
of faith and reason' arose because of the 'encounter'
between the Christian faith and Greek philosophical
thought. In dealing with and responding to the
encounter, church leaders split into two groups of
thought. The first were anti-philosophical figures,
11 such as Tertullian, who argued that Greek philosophy

In the Scholastic era, the focus of thought was on
attempts to combine and reconcile faith and reason,
as seen in the work of Anselm and Thomas Aquinas.
However, it was unfortunate that these efforts
resulted in a philosophy of Christianity which was
strongly dominated by philosophical values, such as
seen in the doctrine of the Roman Catholic church.
The outcome of this era was that theology, which had
been the 'host' of its own house (the Church / world
of Christianity) was usurped by philosophy. Theology's
position and status changed from 'host' of the house
to mere 'border' of the house. That is, philosophy
replaced theology as the basis for trying to reconcile
faith and reason.
In the Reformation era, reformers such as Luther and
Calvin generally held that philosophy had limited
benefits in explaining the Christian faith, because
of its 'human' nature. Regarding the correlation of
faith and reason, they argued that faith exceeds
reason in its content and in its reach. Reason needs
to be renewed and guided by faith so as not to be
'lost' in the wilderness of human philosophy, that is
constantly changing and increasingly secular.
In the age of Rationalism and Empiricism,
philosophical thought was at odds with both Christian

faith and theology. Christian faith and its teachings
were opposed and therefore considered no longer
necessary. Secularisation of Christian faith and
theology began in this age. Because both Rationalism
(which reinforces reason as the source of knowledge)
and Empiricism (which insists on experience as the
source of knowledge) viewed human reason as
sufficient, Christian faith and theology were no longer
examined.
In the Age of Enlightenment to Modern times,
philosophy has been generally dominated by the
ideas of Immanuel Kant, with his method and mindset
of "criticism" leading to the philosophy of "relativism".
Kant's criticism of both faith and reason led him to the
view that the Christian faith was just an infinite zone
of human reason and therefore not needed to regulate
human life.

BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE
In considering the 'paradox of the relationship of faith
and reason' according to the biblical perspective, my
research proposes:
1. the nature of faith needs to be understood well;
2. the nature of human reason also needs to be
understood more deeply; and
3. the relationship of faith and reason must be placed
in the context of the 'truth of God and His Word'.
Based on biblical studies on 'the nature of faith', my
research proposes:
1. God is both the subject and object of faith all at
once. God is the source, origin and provider of faith
in human beings through His word in the work of
the Holy Spirit;
2. God's Word is an instrument and causality of
faith in the human heart, through the process of
hearing the word of man in the work and power
of the Holy Spirit;
3. Faith that comes from God and is directed to God
and His truth, is a strong foundation for human
reason to understand and trust God; and
4. Faith is both a controller and a guide to the human
reasoning of the truth of God, which makes the
human reason not lose the content, direction or
position that is right before God and His truth.

Based on studies of the Bible, I have found that 'the
essence of human reason' is this:
1. Human reason is limited in both nature and scope;
2. Human reason can play a better and maximum
role if it remains related, controlled and guided
by faith. So, human reason must continue to be
connected with faith and also with science as a
place where human reason can continue to move.
In conclusion faith, human reason and science can
be integrated in the context of 'the truth of God'
and thus has great 'potential' in strengthening faith,
deepening human reason and developing knowledge,
with the ultimate goal of serving and glorifying God,
and fulfilling the totality of human needs.
As an outcome from this paper, it is suggested that,
in the future, a Christian organisation will be formed
with a focus on deepening studies and developing
relationships that integrate faith, reason and science,
as a means of service for God and fellow human
beings throughout the world, especially in Indonesia.

PLEASE PRAY
Creator God and Giver of all good things,
we thank you for the gift of our bodies
and especially our minds that can think
and reason. We also marvel at Your gift
of faith that enables us to put our trust
in Jesus and follow Him, even though we
can’t see Him with our eyes. Thank you
for the study Dr Morris has been able to
do on the relationship of faith, human
reason and science and the joy of seeing
your hand so clearly in these three areas
and as they relate to one another. May you
clearly guide Dr Morris in his future steps
and use his work to further your good plans
and purposes in Indonesia and the world.
Amen.
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30th DECEMBER 2018 to 5th JANUARY 2019

CAN CHRISTIANS IN
BATU CITY DIVORCE?
By Dr Erni Mari Clartje Efruan, lecturer at the Indonesian Bible Institute, Batu, East Java
My research topic on "divorce" is relevant because
this issue reflects the context of Indonesian society
in general, and the people of Batu City - The City of
Stone - in particular. At the present time, marriages are
fragile, easily broken or broken. This has an impact on
the divorce rate in Indonesia which is very concerning.
Newspaper headlines are reading "Indonesia
Emergency Divorce!" Not many people realise that the
level of divorce in Indonesia is one of the highest in the
world. The National Population and Family Planning
Agency (BKKBN) warned three years ago that divorce
rates in Indonesia are the highest in the Asia Pacific.
East Java, where our college is located, is the Province
with the highest divorce rate in Indonesia. The Minister
of Social Affairs, Khofifah Indar Parawansa, confirmed
that East Java Province was the largest contributor to
the divorce rate in Indonesia, with almost half (47%)
of the divorce cases coming from this region. 500,000
couples were married each year but based on data
from the Religious Courts there are around 90,000
couples divorced each year.
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Even in the area of Malang Raya, which has a high
Christian population, about 10,000 divorce cases are
submitted to the courts each year, with about one
fifth being lodged by wives. The overall outcome
is that around 95% of the cases are granted. Given
our societal structure, this is like creating many new
widows every day who cannot adequately provide for
themselves. Furthermore, many cases end in suicide
due to the desperation the women feel.
In this context we need to assert that marriage is
God's mandate; therefore, it is permanent. God was
the initiator of the marriage institution from the
beginning, before man fell into sin, and it does not
cancel or negate the husband and wife commitment
in the household. Christian marriage is monogamous:
one man and one woman, a sacred relationship
between husband and wife, witnessed by God and
the state. Divorce is a divine concession not a divine
constitution. The Lord Jesus Christ never wanted the
divorce of a Christian husband and wife as he declares
in Mark 10:1-12. A Christian husband and wife must
understand Jesus Christ's response to divorce as the
foundation for them to respond to the threat of divorce.

PLEASE PRAY
Righteous Father, we mourn the rejection of you and your wisdom all over the world, and grieve
the sad consequences of broken relationships and divorce, such as poverty and suicide. Please
help the leaders of your church in Indonesia teach faithfully from the Scriptures on the subject of
marriage and divorce, and prompt your people to respond in faith and repentance. Grant your church
compassion and comfort to those impacted by divorce in their communities, and provide many with
the gift of true life in Jesus. Amen.
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6th to 12th JANUARY 2019

THANK YOU FOR ENABLING
THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION IN
INDONESIA TO CONTINUE

PLEASE PRAY
Faithful Lord, thank you for the many leadership and teaching gifts you have bestowed on
Erni and for opening significant and strategic roles for her to be involved with in Indonesian
theological education. Please equip her with humility, wisdom and an increasing knowledge
and love of You, and use her in the progression of your good gospel plans and purposes in
Indonesia

By Dr Erni Mari Clartje Efruan, lecturer at the Indonesian Bible Institute, Batu, East Java
Let me start by offering my appreciation to Stuart
Brooking for giving me the opportunity to share my
service experience. My name is Erni M.C. Efruan and I
serve as a lecturer and Dean of Publication Legislation
at the Indonesia Bible Institute in Batu-East Java.
Since 1990 I have served as a permanent lecturer in
the doctoral program and teach as a non-permanent
lecturer at several PTTs in Indonesia and Malaysia,
together with the role of Chairman of the 40-member
East Java Theology College (PTT). Since 2017 I have
also been a Mentor of Theology Schools in East Java.
Over the last 5 years I have been one of 30 Assessors
of the National Accreditation Agency - The Indonesian
Ministry of Research and Technology - whose task is to
assess 360 legal theological colleges in Indonesia.
Out of all of my roles, the service I enjoy most is
teaching, as one of the commands of the Lord Jesus
in His Great Commission says "Go ye, make all nations
disciples and teach them ..." (Matt 28:19). I am amid
300 undergraduate (strata-1) students and 200
postgraduate students (strata 2 and 3) - a total of 500
students that I teach each semester.
So why am I committed to serving in the world
of Theology - Christian Religion (PTT-AK) Higher
Education in Indonesia? The reasons are as follows:
1. After going through many tests, I finally arrived at
the conclusion that my gifts and talents were in
teaching.
2. Teaching is part of the Great Commission of the
Lord Jesus Christ.
3. Teachers are agents of change. They are effective

15

and efficient, and have a broad impact on students
who are taught.
4. Teachers are at the forefront in facing government
regulations or regulations that are increasingly
discriminatory, making it difficult for the
development and existence of PTT-AK in Indonesia.
With the stated goal of improving the quality of
institutions and graduates in Indonesia, many
regulations have been made that make it difficult
for universities and colleges to grow. Smaller
universities and institutions (with a standard
number of students under 100) are eventually
closed or merged with other universities. In my
opinion, this government regulation is good,
but on the other hand it does not provide an
opportunity for the birth of new and unique
theological schools.
5. One of my roles is as a National Assessor at PTTAK,
which assesses theological colleges of Nias Island
in the west of Indonesia to Papua in the Eastern
part of Indonesia, and from Manado in the north of
Indonesia to Flores-NTT in the south of Indonesia.
Sometimes I have deep inner conflicts and even
shed tears in this role. For instance, we found
that many theological schools were struggling
to maintain their existence in terms of student
numbers and meeting government requirements.
I then had to report on the assessment results
transparently to the government. Sometimes I
think regulation does not favour minorities.
Another struggle we face is being experienced by
PTT-AKs who have doctoral programs. Since 2017,

the government has issued a regulation that each
institution must have 2 professors. If there is only 1
professor, then they cannot hold lectures and doctoral
graduations. This regulation affects many PTT-AKs
including my school, the Indonesia Bible Institute,
which needs to extend the period of accreditation to
2019-2024 but does not yet have 2 professors.
Therefore, it is no exaggeration to thank the Australian
Overseas Council, and particularly Executive Director
Stuart Brooking, who have understood our situation.
They have been directly involved in our struggle
and acted to assist us attain the required Professor
qualification by giving the opportunity to write
international journal articles in Brisbane. My thanks
also to Andrew Prince as a mentor at the Brisbane
School of Theology who was very supportive of us, so
that I could complete 4 journal articles, and partially
complete the fifth.

The 5 journal articles I am currently writing are:
1. Can Christians in The Batu City, Indonesia Divorce?
2. Phenomenological Hermeneutics of Paul Ricoeur
(French philosopher) and Its Implications for
Biblical Texts;
3. Relationship of Church and State According to
Luther and Calvin and Its Implications for The
Church and Pancasila State [Editor note – Pancasila
is the official philosophical foundation of the
Indonesian State);
4. Critical Analysis About The Socio-Critical
Hermeneutics of Jürgen Habermas (Editor’s note
– Jürgen Habermas is a German philosopher and
sociologist in the tradition of critical theory and
pragmatism. He is perhaps best known for his
theories on communicative rationality and the
public sphere);
5. Christian Attitudes Toward Money Politics in East
Java.
I can only say: Thank you.

I can only say: Thank you
Dr Erni Mari Clartje Efruan
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13th to 19th JANUARY 2019

KNOWN BY GOD AND
MAKING HIM KNOWN

Dr Frederich Oscar L. Iontoh is the Principal of the Indonesian Evangelical Theology College (or in Indonesian
- ‘Sekolah Tinggi Teologi Injili Indonesia’ (STTII)), located in Surabaya, East Java. This is his testimony.
I was born on the 21st November 1971 into a Christian
family. All my predecessors, from both my mother’s
and father’s sides of the family, are Christian and
actively involved in the church as elders and deacons.
We are a part of the protestant churches in Indonesia.
My wife is Indonesian Chinese. My wife’s father was
born into a second-generation Buddhist family. Before
he married my mother in law, he was converted to
Christianity along with all his family. Now we all are
actively Christian and involved in church ministry.
I have been part of the church from a young age. At
the end of junior high school, my parents involved
me in the revival events of the evangelical church.
Starting from there, I become closer to God. I began
to know more about God and become a regular bible
reader every morning. When I went to university, I was
appointed as a leader of the Christian students in the
dormitory. There were 105 Christian students among
800 total students in the dormitory. I committed to
continue my call to serve Jesus when I began secular
work. For me it’s an honour to be part of Jesus’s work
in this world.
In my current role as Principal of the Indonesian
Evangelical Theological College, I really enjoy teaching
and leading, together with managing the College.
Over the years, one of the main challenges to my
faith is how to bring people to Jesus. As a matter
of fact, in my country of Indonesia, most protestant
churches do not do evangelisation and do not support
their congregations in doing evangelisation and
discipling unbelievers. Rather, their focus is on the
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internal growth of their own local churches. With
their own local ideas and localised mission they end
up decomposing. Many of these kinds of churches
are cracked and broken, and they split up. Another
type of Christian group are the charismatic churches
who tend to socialise just within their local churches.
This, together with their focus on prosperity theology,
results in them becoming an exclusive Christian
group. Then, in contrast, is the “non-churched” group.
These are people who have a Christian identity but
are not involved in church except at Christmas and
Easter. Although they have been born and raised in a
Christian family, they ignore and have abandoned the
church, preferring instead to follow modernisation
and secularisation. This type of ‘Christian’ group is
growing as well.
Only some evangelical churches in Indonesia are
actively working and supporting the mission of
evangelisation. Many of them are small churches with
very limited congregation members and funding/
resources. This is one of the main challenges for me
in Indonesia.
Amidst these challenges, I marvel and rejoice that God
truly and deeply knows me. God is love and He loves
me even though I’m not worthy. As a Christian, I have
much experience trusting and following Him, which
makes me know Him more deeply and my faith grows.
He has proved to me that, whatever the situation, he
will never leave us. My life so far is strong evidence
of this.”

PLEASE PRAY
Gracious God, we praise you for Oscar’s Christian heritage, and for your act of grace in Oscar’s
wife’s family in bringing them to faith in Jesus. Thank you for the love of Oscar’s parents and their
faithfulness in introducing him to Jesus. Especially thank you for your life changing work in Oscar’s
heart and mind at the revival event and for sustaining Oscar during many years as a Christian. Please
continue to grow his faith, knowledge and love of you, and bless and equip him as he leads the
Indonesian Evangelical Theology College in Surabaya. May you use this college to train leaders who
are faithful in teaching your truths to your church in Indonesia, and turn their hearts outward toward
their neighbours, and loving them with the life-giving news of Jesus. Amen.
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20th to 26th JANUARY 2019

SURVIVE IN THE WAVE
OF SECULARISATION

THE TEXT NEED
REDUCING IN
THIS ARTICLE TO
FIT.

By Dr Oscar L. lontoh, Principal of the Indonesian Evangelical Theology College, Surabaya, East Java.
In many developed regions of the world such as Europe,
Britain, Australia and North America, people tend to
no longer be concerned about religion. People are no
longer religious. If they have a question regarding God,
life after death, angels, Satan, miracles and other things
that are supernatural, they tend to answer that it is
nothing to do with their lives right now. So, it seems
that they are not concerned with supernatural things
like religion. These circumstances are a latent danger
to Christianity, because inevitably modernism will
enter all aspects of human life in this era, including the
religious aspects.
Developing countries are also not immune to the threat
of latent secularism. The survey conducted by the Pew
Research Center's forum on religion and public life in
June 2012 found that, of a total of approximately 2,200
gospel leaders in 166 countries, 71% see the influence
of secularism as a major threat to the evangelical
Christian. Other major threats included consumerism
(67%), sex and violence in pop culture (59%) as well as
the interpretation of the Bible, morality, and drinking
alcohol. More than half the number of respondents
(52%) said drinking alcohol had nothing to do with
a good evangelist, while the rest (48%) say it has a
linkage. Forty-nine percent (49%) of those surveyed
approved of the view that a person does not need to
believe in God in order to be a moral person.
According to the above data we see that secularisation
is a latent danger. While not visible, its presence is
felt by everyone. Even an evangelical Christian can be
affected. For example, most Christians believe and can
explain about God, angels, miracles and many other
supernatural things. However, while they might believe
and understand these well, they can't explain how they
19 fit into the natural, scientifically viewed world. They

are concerned that the concept of the supernatural
is not considered to be in line with the concept of
science, because in science everything must be based
on something systematic and mechanical. That is,
the supernatural is not in line with the laws of nature.
Without a natural cause, the supernatural is therefore
not possible from a scientific perspective.
By looking at the data above and seeing an example
from everyday life, what should be done by the Church
and Christian education institutions in Indonesia in
anticipation of a wave of secularism like this? How
should the Church and Christian education Institutions
in Indonesia approach such a wave of secularism? Many
Christians of modern times have been influenced by
secularisation, with secularisation being mixed with
the Christian faith. Instead of being as "migrants
or nomads" in this world (1 Pet 2:11) because our
‘citizenship is in Paradise’, (Phil 3:20), we satisfy
ourselves with materialism and worldly things, like the
Laodicean Church of Revelation. It is no wonder this is
the case when the Church has the view that the rich
are those blessed by the Lord, while the poor are not
blessed by the Lord.
Secularisation also makes Christians blind to things
like narcissism, hedonism and materialism. Many
Christians and the Church seem so comfortable with
their existing state - without sharp sight they don’t see
the danger of being hit. In secularism there is no hope
for life beyond the world's current reality. According to
the secular humanist the highest achievement in life is
happiness, freedom, and material things in the human
life today only. The Church needs to be examining why
secularisation is growing so fast as well as searching for
ways to make the world’s secular fields pastoral and
ready for the preaching of the Words of God.

In the history of the Church, secularisation at first is not
an effort against God; it is an effort against religious
institutions. It is an effort to separate the relationship
between spiritual powers and the world. What is new
now, is that secularisation has turned into a campaign
against God and religious things. This is because
religious things are now considered to be intolerant,
authoritarian, undemocratic, unable to guarantee the
peace and the cause of violence.
While Indonesia is not a religious state [Editor’s note –
under its constitution Indonesia is a secular democratic
state with freedom of religion], it is a country whose
population is certainly religious. Therefore, Christians
in Indonesia should also be aware of the wave of
secularisation. The wave of secularisation is considered a
threat because, while its shape doesn't look dangerous,
it can get into the mind. Moreover, the modern lifestyle
now looks almost the same in all the major cities in
the world. This makes secularism a latent danger for
Christianity in Indonesia.
In Indonesia, theologians and servants of God of all
denominations, should together prepare to deal with
this threat of secularisation. Some of the things that
can be used to deal with secularisation are:

1. EXPOSITORY PREACHING:

Haddon Robinson said that the sermon is "the
communication of a biblical concept derived from
and transmitted through a historical-grammatical
and literary study of a passage in its context, which
the Holy Spirit first applies to the personality and
experience of the preacher then through him to
hearers." Among any other kind of preaching, the
expository preaching is the most powerful one to
make people close to God.

2. EVANGELISM:

Why is evangelism something that can block
secularisation process to someone? Because the
basis of evangelism preaches the news about
something natural and supernatural. That is, the
good news states that there is life after death and
that there is a judgment that will take place at the
end of our lives which (without having the Son
of God) will bring us to death. To not experience

death, we need the help of the Son of God himself
who has come to this world and sacrificed himself
to redeem the sins of humans. So, if someone is
involved in evangelism, it shows they believe in
the supernatural that has been happening since
the first century, and that they believe that God
will reveal a new natural reality at the end of time,
as the gospel promises. Faith when tested over
time in a person's life will always be stronger.
As Hebrews 11:1 (KJV) says - 'Now faith is the
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen.'

3. SPIRITUAL ACTIVITIES (RETREAT, BIBLE
STUDY, SEMINARS, ETC.):

Activities such as the retreat are good for restoring
one's religious sentiment and sensation. Our
emotional and rational parts will also be impacted
by the bible in the pastoral devotion. Bible study
and seminars assist in the process of looking for
answers from experts about the latest trends /
theological issues.
In the end, this battle is "a battle of the mind". That is
why we must develop our thoughts with the mind of
Christ. May God bless us.

PLEASE PRAY
God of all Comfort, we mourn as we see our world
increasingly deceived by the lures and mindset of
secularisation, and growing hostility to You, Your
son Jesus, and your people. Lord, have mercy
on Your broken and rebellious world. Please
make the world's secular fields ready for harvest,
with ears to hear the preaching of Your Word.
Build your Church, particularly in Indonesia,
with leaders who understand the challenges of
secularisation and faithfully proclaim your Word.
Equip your people to lovingly and boldly share
Jesus with their neighbours and friends. Amen.

20

27th JANUARY to 2nd FEBRUARY 2019

TRANSFORMED BY OUR LOVING
AND FAITHFUL FATHER GOD
By Dr Sari Saptorini is a lecturer at the Baptist Theological Seminary (STT Baptist) in Semarang, Central Java.
This is her testimony of her life and faith.
My life was changed in 2003 when I accepted
Jesus Christ as my Lord and Saviour. I am from a
poor and broken family. I had bitterness with my
parents because I didn't experience the comfort and
happiness that a family should have provided. Yet,
I received His grace and forgiveness of my sins and
was saved. My life is no longer the same. I can forgive
my parents, and respect and love them. I learnt that
in Christ I am a child of God. Although it was hard for
me to see God as my Father, because my earthly father
has disappointed me, God has proved to be a loving,
faithful Father who always takes care of me and holds
me even in the hardest and darkest times in my life.
After I graduated from university in 2005, I felt that
God called me for ministry. I didn't want to serve
the Lord in a full-time ministry. However, when I
was working in a secular job, I did not feel peace in
my heart. Then in 2006 I entered Bible College. God
provided all that I needed during my study. After I
graduated, I became a lecturer there. By the grace of
God, I have been teaching at Bible College for eight
years.

Besides teaching, I sometimes preach in churches.
God has also entrusted me to lead a team, which go
on mission trips at least twice a year to the villages
in certain areas of Indonesia. We are in partnership
with the local churches and saw the need there,
especially in equipping and mobilizing local churches
in evangelism and discipleship. It is essential to teach
and train the local church members in reaching their
neighbourhood for Christ. They should not always rely
on the missionaries who come, as they themselves can
be involved in missions. Usually, the local churches in
the villages or inland areas of Indonesia do not have
access to the materials and training that are easy to
access in the cities. Hopefully, with training, they can
do it in a way that is relevant to their own context. It
is a privilege and great joy for me to do this service. I
cannot do it by my own resource, strength, and ability.
I am so thankful to Jesus Christ for His grace and love
in my life and the Holy Spirit who empowers me to
serve Him in a specific way. To God be the glory for
now and forever.

PLEASE PRAY
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God of all Comfort, we mourn as we see our world increasingly deceived by the lures and mindset of
secularisation, greater hostility to You and Your Son Jesus and the attitude that this world is all there is
to life. Lord, have mercy on Your broken and rebellious world. Please make the world’s secular fields
ready for harvest, with ears to hear the preaching of Your Word. Build your Church, particularly in
Indonesia, with strong, faithful leaders who understand the challenges of secularisation. Equip them
to faithfully proclaim your Word through expository teaching and to train Your people in service. Grant
your people a heart for their neighbours and friends who don’t know Jesus and the hope he offers.
Sustain and encourage them to persist, and grow them in their knowledge and love of you. Amen
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3rd to 9th FEBRUARY 2019

PLEASE PRAY

THE NEED FOR A
STRONG FOUNDATION
THE IMPORTANCE OF SELECTION AND TRAINING FOR MISSIONARIES
OF THE UNION INDONESIAN BAPTIST COMMUNITY
By Dr Sari Saptorini, lecturer at the Baptist Theological Seminary (STT Baptist) in Semarang, Central Java.
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Indonesia is an archipelago consisting of 17,506 islands
with a population that has reached 250 million in
2018. The Ministry of Religious Affairs' website in 2016
recorded a Christian population of only 16,528,513
(6.96%). Indonesia has 786 people groups, of which
235 (29.9%) are unreached with a population of
165,522,000 people. These hundreds of people groups
are spread along the equator and along the north
longitude to the south. The diversity of people groups
has an impact on the cultural diversity of each society,
including the traditions, customs, kinship institutions,
material culture, and various cultural aspects of each
ethnic group. Some people groups in Indonesia still
believe and practice animism and tribal religion.
Although they claim to embrace certain religions, it
is not uncommon for traditional belief practices to
continue. The need for Christian workers to go to the
unreached people groups sharing the Gospel message
provides opportunities for those who are called by God
to be missionaries.
Union Indonesian Baptist Community (UIBC) is a church
denomination in Indonesia, with more than 600 local
churches. UIBC has the vision to carry out the Great
Commission (Matthew 28:19-20). Since 2010, UIBC has
sent 18 home missionaries and 3 overseas missionaries.
They served as church planters and helpers in the
development or maturation of young churches. UIBC
partners the with Indonesian Baptist churches who
give financial support, supervision and mentoring in
the mission field. However, most of those local churches
do not provide substantial financial support. Some
churches are financially committed for just a few years.

Therefore, starting in 2016, the Missionary Department
(MD) of UIBC initiated a strategy that one missionary
should be supported by more than two churches. In
2018, there are 15 local UIBC partner churches. This
means only 2.5% of local churches work together
with UIBC in sending missionaries. One impact of this
has been the attrition of missionaries due to the lack
of financial support. This issue should be concern all
Indonesian Baptist churches. The imbalance between
the need for missionaries and the willing personnel,
as well as a lack of support from local UIBC churches,
makes the MD of UIBC not strict in its selection process.
Missionary training is short between 1 to 3 months
and often inadequate in terms of preparing people for
service.
Mission work requires costs and involves risk, suffering,
and sacrifice. Missionary attrition is not new to mission
work in countries around the world, including the UIBC
missionaries. UIBC missionaries who serve unreached
people groups are not only required to be able to adapt
and establish relationships with one community in
one region, one culture, and one new language, but
also must be able to deal with the traditional practices
there. They face cross-cultural stress, crisis experiences,
and life transitions. Therefore, to minimize the attrition,
UIBC needs to improve the quality of the selection and
training process, and UIBC churches need to provide
greater ongoing financial support, even though only a
few people apply.
Moreover, we must continue to encourage and equip
all local churches to become sending churches. The

role of the sending church is enhanced by preaching
mission, holding mission training, exhibitions, and
prayer services, providing information about certain
missionaries and their mission fields, observing
their members who are called to be missionaries,
convincing members to respond to God's call, sending
and facilitating them, supporting mission agencies in
prayer and funds, and adopting the unreached people
groups mission. By the power of Holy Spirit, healthy
partnerships between the UIBC and local churches in
the selection process and training will produce well
equipped missionaries and effective mission work.

Mighty and compassionate Lord, we pray that
your people in Indonesia would be gripped by
the goodness and majesty of Your gospel and,
in response, desire to seek to fulfil your great
commission to ‘go and make disciples of all nations
…’ (Matthew 28:18-20). Lord, place the urgency of
evangelism on the hearts and minds of the leaders
of UIBC, and raise up competent, godly leaders who
can spearhead an effective mission program within
the church. Help them to improve the quality of
the selection and training process and continue
to encourage and equip all of the 600 churches to
be sending churches. May you also prepare many
Christians as willing workers for Your harvest. Lord,
in your time, cause the life-saving news of Jesus
to be heard and believed by a great number of the
235 unreached people groups representing 165.522
million people.

Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching
in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of
the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness.
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on
them, because they were harassed and helpless,
like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his
disciples, The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are
few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out
workers into his harvest field.
Matthew 9:35-38
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10th to 16th FEBRUARY 2019

STEP BY STEP IN THE
ARMS OF GOD
By Dr Samuel B. Sidjabat is the Principal of Tyrannus Bible College in Bandung, Indonesia.
This is his brief testimony of his life and ministry.
I was born and raised in a Christian family in North
Sumatra. I am the second of nine children to my
parents. My father was both a church elder and a
Christian religion teacher. He taught the Christian
faith in school besides nurturing the faith of Christian
workers in a rubber plantation owned by an American
company. My mother took care of our small rice farm.
After graduating from high school, I went to Bandung,
West Java, for college studies. I was accepted by a
government Teachers College in the faculty of Science
education with a major in Chemistry. However, in
the middle of the second semester of my first year at
College (1976), I received a letter from my father that
he could no longer finance my studies.
As I searched to find an answer for my fear of failure in
that second semester, I personally opened my heart
to Jesus Christ as my Savior and Lord through the
guidance of a pastor who had been my professor of
Christian Religion at the Teachers College. After this
I was interested to read the Bible and attend prayer
meetings and fellowship in church.
In the second year (1977), by God’s grace, I was
awarded a scholarship from the Department of the
Ministry of Education that would help me fund my
first and second university degrees. While studying
at the secular college, I was interested to attend
Bible camps facilitated by the Indonesian Student
Fellowship. Through these my basic theological
knowledge and the skills of studying and conducting
Bible study groups developed.
While studying at College, I taught in Sunday schools
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and attended prayer and fellowship meetings for the
evangelism of the Sundanese people (Muslims) in
West Java. In the last year of my Chemistry education,
besides teaching Science I also taught Christianity in
high school. To build up my competence in ministry,
I then entered Tyrannus Bible Seminary (Tyrannus) in
Bandung, based on my Junior Bachelor of Education.
My initial plan was to continue teaching Science
in school besides teaching the Christian faith and
developing student ministries.

main challenges to my faith and spiritual growth
have been the influence of the cultural values and
ancestor traditions of my ethnic group (I am from
the Batak ethnic group from the Lake Toba region in
North Sumatra) together with secularism, and the
resurgence of Islam in West Java.
Yet, God is gracious and merciful which makes me
so thankful. God’s love makes me significant and
honoured, and his compassion helps me to embrace
the differences in others. I am so happy to understand
that God’s promises in the Bible are true. Personally,
the most engaging thing in being Christian has been
learning to know God’s truth, grace and mercy, love,
and compassion.

PLEASE PRAY
Sovereign Lord, we give You great thanks
for your kindness, mercy and constant
guidance you have shown to Samuel - from
his birth into a faithful Christian family to his
current role as Principal of Tyrannus. Keep
him faithful and always looking to you as
he leads the theological education of future
leaders at Tyrannus. Grant him great wisdom,
understanding of the scriptures, godliness in
his character and life, and clarity and boldness
amidst the challenges to Christians in Indonesia
– all to Your praise and glory.

However, after graduating my MDiv program I felt
the calling of God for a fulltime ministry and became
a Bible teacher at Tyrannus. God then opened
opportunities for further training. From 1982 to 1984
I studied at the South Asia Institute for Advanced
Christian Studies in Bangalore, India receiving
a Master of Theology. Then from 1986 to 1989 I
studied at the Asia Graduate School of Theology in
Manila, Philippines receiving a Doctor of Education.
Since then I have continued teaching at Tyrannus,
together with preaching in different churches
and denominations, and facilitating seminars and
workshops for church leaders and Christian teachers.
At Tyrannus, I particularly enjoy teaching Bible
Exposition, Hermeneutics, and Christian education
courses. It has also been a great joy to write and
complete books which are to be used by students at
theological college. Preaching and teaching God’s
word in church is always a great blessing.
There are always challenges to our Christian faith!
Since become a Christian over 40 years ago, the
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17th to 23rd FEBRUARY 2019

PLEASE PRAY

MY WRITING TIME IN SYDNEY
By Dr Samuel B. Sidjabat is the Principal of Tyrannus Bible College in Bandung, Indonesia.
He writes about the research and writing projects he spent time on whilst in Sydney.

I am grateful to the Lord for the opportunity through
Overseas Council Australia (OCA) to do research and
writing at the Sydney Missionary and Bible College
(SMBC) library. My three months of studying,
September to November 2018, has focused on
writing articles for Indonesian and international
theological journals. The articles are required for the
enhancement of my career as a theological educator
in Indonesia, from the perspective of government
regulations and to share my research.
My writings for Indonesian theological journals
address the socio-political responsibility of Christians
in Indonesia, and character formation through
Christian religious education. During these days, the
Church needs to guide congregations to understand
their social care, especially amid many crises in the
country either caused by natural disasters or social
crimes. Christians also need a truthful understanding
of Christian political responsibility in order to avoid
practices of money politics. This is especially relevant
as political party campaigns arise prior to the
Indonesian general election taking place in the first
semester of 2019.
Character formation in family, church and school
contexts is crucial amidst the challenges of moral
and ethical degradation in society. The reality of
the character crisis is demonstrated by the common
practices of corruption amongst leaders in the church,
society, government and political parties.
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The character crisis is also evident in the escalation of
violence, viewed by many as an alternative solution
in facing the challenges of different cultural values
and religious commitments. Since 2010, Indonesian
national education has emphasized character
formation in schools and higher learning. In 2017,
presidential and education ministry decrees were
also shown to reinforce character formation.
My research on the socio-political and character
issues has been able to develop four writings. First,
"Christian political responsibility: an analysis of
the teaching materials of religious education in
higher education in Indonesia." Second, "Equipping
church members in Indonesia for socio-political
responsibility." Third, "Character formation through
teaching Christian faith in higher education settings
in Indonesia." Fourth, "Strengthening character
formation through Christian religious education in
the school context in Indonesia." By God's grace these
articles have been sent to Indonesian journals and are
awaiting publication.
My next project is writing on 'discipleship in Christian
education'. I see the significance of this task among
churches and Christian schools in Indonesia in the
midst of other faiths. My article will focus on the
examination of a model of sharing Jesus Christ
through devotional books in the writings of Andar
Ismail. Andar Ismail is a former professor of Christian
education in the Jakarta Theological Seminary and
retired pastor of a Presbyterian denomination in the
capital city of Indonesia. His 29 devotional books,

We give thanks with Samuel for the time and space he has had in Australia progressing his writing projects.
We praise you for the completion of four projects and pray they would be accepted for publication. As a result
of this research, please encourage and strengthen the Indonesian church and make its gospel witness faithful
and effective. Grant Samuel the time and energy to finalise the other two projects.

called 'Selamat Series,' consider the church has an
important task to guide adult congregations to
know Jesus Christ, understand his teachings in all
areas of life and to become his faithful followers.
Several readers' responses indicate the significance of
Andar's writings for their spirituality. My last project
will deal with the use of social science in Christian
education. Historically, social sciences including
psychology, sociology and anthropology have been
learned by students and Christian educators to enrich
their understanding of curriculum development and
strategies for teaching the Christian faith, and for the
spiritual and character formation of learners in school
or church settings.
My writing emphasizes that the social sciences can
also be developed as teaching material in Christian
religious education. The works of Andar Ismail in his
Selamat Series indicate the possibility. For example,
readers can understand his chapters on the cognitive
psychology of Jean Piaget, the moral development of
Kohlberg, the life span development of Erikson, and
the multiple intelligences of Howard Gardner.
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24th to 28th FEBRUARY 2019

SPONSOR A STUDENT
OCA sponsors fund valuable theological education to around 200 undergraduate students each year.

What’s it like to sponsor a student?

Bagas, a Bachelor of Theology student from Tyrannus Bible Seminary in Indonesia, has been has supported in his
studies by ESCCC. He gives thanks saying:

‘I am very grateful to God that through my study I was given the opportunity to serve in an orphanage in South
Sumatera. I served here as an evangelist and helped with training some of the children. I was very grateful that
some kids were willing to be prayed for to confirm God’s calling in their life. Through my training God enabled
and provided me to do His ministry.’

East Sydney Community Christian Church (ESCCC) has been a long-term partner with OCA in supporting
theological students from various nations achieve their passion in reaching their local communities with the
Gospel.
ESCCC reflects:

‘It has been very rewarding to know that the church can do its part in making disciples of all nations in certain
parts of the world, where language and cultural barriers make it difficult to be involved in mission work directly.
Our partnership with OCA over the last 20 years has been very productive in training pastors, evangelists, and
leaders in Indonesia, PNG, India and the Middle East, so that the Kingdom of God can be equipped for the work
of the Gospel.’

PLEASE PRAY
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God of all knowledge and kindness, thank you for Your words of life transforming children at the orphanage
in South Sumatera, for equipping Bagas with the knowledge and love of the gospel to speak, for the
faithfulness to the truth of those teaching at Tyrannus Bible Seminary and the generosity of those at ESCCC
in supporting Bagas in his studies. We praise you for the joy of being part of your kingdom purposes in the
world and pray for many more stories such as this. Amen.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON

SPONSORING A STUDENT
PLEASE CONTACT LINDA ON
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