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students seeking sponsorship
Father God, thank you for Franco, Marwa, Jason and An, that they all know you by
name and can bear witness to your love for them personally. Thank you that they
each desire to study your word and to know you better. Prepare them Lord for the
work you have planned for them and in the meantime please provide for them.
Amen.

Franco Yamugan Asia Theological Seminary, Philippines
Franco has always been an active member of the church community and has served in church
leadership and preaching throughout his teen years. Franco has enrolled in the Master
of Divinity program at Asian Theological Seminary (ATS) as he would like to further his
knowledge and training and become an effective minister of the gospel. Franco graduates
in March 2015.
Marwa Khamis Kuku Jordan Evangelical Graduate School of Theology, Jordan
Marwa attended church with a relative whilst completing her education at an Islamic
school. Marwa became a Christian at a very young age. After completing high school, Marwa
enrolled at Jordan Evangelical Theological Seminary to study a Bachelor of Theology. She
wanted to gain an understanding of the Bible to better serve as a Sunday school teacher in
youth and women’s ministry, which she feels called to. Marwa graduates in August 2016.
Jason Onyango Were Carlile College, Kenya
Jason was raised in a Christian family and accepted Christ at an early age. Jason has been
serving in his local church through preaching and facilitating youth seminars. He enrolled in
the Diploma of Urban Mission program at Carlile College to further his knowledge and skills
so that he can serve as an evangelist and in mission. Jason graduates in June 2015.
An Sinang Phnom Penh Bible School, Cambodia
An came to faith as a result of his sister who whilst staying in a dormitory at the college
experienced the love and unity of the college community. Since then An has served in a
ministry targeted to children in rural areas. His role is to facilitate Bible study groups and
English classes. Presently he is serving as an elder in his local church, he is now enrolled at
Phnom Penh Bible School and studying for a Bachelor of Christian Ministry to gain the skills
and knowledge to become a pastor. An graduates in July 2015
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NEW GRADUATES: THE WORK
GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THEM
In September my nephew and I visited Arab Baptist
Theological Seminary (ABTS) in Beirut. On our trip we met
a number of people – teaching and administration staff, and
students. The Lebanon is arguably one of the best places to
train for ministry in the Middle East – not least because of
its strategic geographical position but also because believers
from other Arab countries can more freely come to Lebanon
for Christian training.
The visit to the college made an impact on both my nephew
and I. Those we met whether face to face or through a Skype
call reflected a very clear sense of the work God had called
them to. Each person was excited, nervous even, but above
all sure that the training they had had or were receiving was
exactly what they needed for the task ahead.
In this edition of Prayer Alert we have asked some of the
colleges we partner with to tell us where their graduates
are now. What are they doing? How did they come to do
the work they are involved with and were they adequately
prepared for it by their training? Some of the colleges have
responded to our request with an individual’s story, some by
telling us about a mission initiative. As the Holy Spirit leads
you, please pray for our college partners. It is vital work they
are doing.
Nicola
nicola@overseascouncil.com.au

ABOVE The Crusaders’ Castle, Byblos
Cover Myanmar Evangelical Graduate School of
Theology Lecturer, Rev. Daniel Ciin Suan Piang
BACK COVER Asir Sam Anand
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8th to 14th december 2013

executive
director’s
message

we give thanks
We thank you Lord that you are able to provide us with every blessing in abundance, so
that by always having enough of everything, we may share abundantly in every good
work. Amen.
2 Corinthians 9 v8

New Global Initiative to Transform
Bible Colleges
Overseas Council Australia (OCA) works at various levels
to prepare and train competent leaders for the church
in the developing world. At the micro-level, we support
individual leaders in their theological study so they can
pastor and plant churches. At the mid-level, we enable
individual Bible colleges improve the quality of their
teaching by raising faculty competence and providing
needed infrastructure. At the macro-level, we work
regionally and even globally on long range projects to
shape a whole generation of leaders.
The biggest project we are currently working on is in
cooperation with Overseas Councils in New Zealand,
the USA, Canada and Europe and with the peak body for
evangelical college accreditation, ICETE (International
Commission for Evangelical Theological Education).
A few years ago I was talking to Elie Haddad, principal
of Arab Baptist Theological Seminary (ABTS) about
various projects ABTS was involved with. He said that
as a college they wanted to initiate a study which
looked not just at the results of the college’s efforts
on graduation day, but to see whether graduates
were actually making a difference in their churches
and in their communities, five and ten years later. This
caught my attention. No one else I knew was so bold in
asking those questions. They could change their whole
curriculum based on this information, to enable far
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more effective education to take place.

Bible College Student Support

College Infrastructure

As it transpired, OCA funded the work with ABTS
and our review panel recently recommended that
we expand the concept to include ten leading Bible
colleges in the developing world. Each college will be
encouraged to adapt the work ABTS has completed to
their own context. The key concept is that with expert
advice it is likely they will alter the way they teach the
students based on the results of their studies. In October
2015 there will be an opportunity for the colleges to
report their findings to an international conference
to help broaden the uptake of the ideas. We are still
formulating the next stage planned for 2016 onwards,
but it will include these leading colleges mentoring
many other colleges in their regions to make similar
changes. We hope to ‘up skill’ the top 100 evangelical
colleges within five years.

Overseas Council Australia supporters directly
contributed to the costs of 224 young women and
men studying for full-time ministry in twenty-five
Bible colleges in Asia, the Middle East and Africa.

About $60,000 was contributed to a range of projects
including the building of new housing at CLTC to assist
with the expansion of the Masters program. Funds
were also received for the expansion of the chapel at
South Asia Institute for Advanced Christian Studies
(SAIACS), Bangalore, India. Interestingly, building
this chapel was the very first project which OCA
funded in the early 1990s. The expansion will nearly
double the chapel’s present capacity and will cost
less than the original building! We need just $18,500
more to complete the project total of $55,000.

Bible College Faculty Study Grants
Contributions have been received from our supporters
for nearly all the thirty faculty members we support
at various Bible colleges around the world. The largest
contributions - $84,250 - were made to the Pasifika
Strategy. Eleven people from PNG and the Pacific
Islands are studying for their Masters at Christian
Leaders Training College (CLTC), PNG, as a result of the
strategy.

Thank you for your contributions and prayers for
these great ministries.

Our hope is that from the results of this global initiative
Bible colleges will be able to break free of more
traditional methods of equipping church leaders so that
their effectiveness increases greatly for the expansion
of God’s kingdom.
This is the kind of project that I stay excited about for a
very long time.
Stuart Brooking stuart@overseascouncil.com.au

image Stuart Brooking with Walid Zailaa, a Masters student at ABTS and the college librarian

04

15th to 21st december 2013

zarephath bible institute pakistan
By Ashkenaz Asif Khan, Principal
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‘Was this the job I was trained for?’ It was a question
that would nag Shakeel all day.
As a young unmarried graduate, whose focus was on
church planting in the suburb of Peshawar things that
day were going to take a turn he never imagined or
felt prepared for.
It was a normal Sunday. Going to church is a family
time in Pakistan - babies, toddlers, young and old.
For some Sunday is the only day of the week when
they put on their ‘Sunday best’ and go out as family.
After the service children were asking parents to stop
at the ice cream shop for a treat. But this wasn’t going
to be just another Sunday.
As he was chatting with friends and family outside
the worship hall, Shakeel heard disturbing news.
Four kilometres away, a bomb had just killed many in
an 11.30am service at the church. There wasn’t time
to think, or plan. He took his motor bike and rushed
to the church belonging to another denomination. It
took him about 14 minutes to reach it in the centre
of town. The scene was horrible, like a movie. He
hadn’t seen anything like this before in his life. Police
vans and ambulances were all around with their
sirens screaming. He went inside. He felt nauseated,
shivering, his heart filled with a sinking feeling.
People were screaming, crying, wailing and shouting.
Dead and injured lay in pools of blood. He rushed
outside, standing stunned for a while. He gathered
courage and resolved that he was here to help. There
were other young men who had come from around
the neighbourhood and other churches. He starting
to pick up the dead and injured, loading them into
ambulances outside. The bodies had to go firstly to
the hospital to report details and were then allowed
home for burial. Six bodies were from the suburb

where he lived. He was asked if he could arrange
funerals. He hadn’t done this before. He called
another ZBI graduate, also a young pastor. Together
they planned what they should do. They brought
together young people to dig graves. It was 4:30pm
before all the police procedures were completed and
they were permitted to remove the dead. Coffins were
provided by an NGO. They went to the grave yard and
buried all six bodies, broken and mutilated by the two
suicide bomb blasts. They finally finished at 4.30am
the next morning. Another task, possibly even
bigger, lay in front of them. How should they console
the devastated families. 160 people were injured
and 145 were dead. This felt more difficult than
burying their dead. There was a sense of fear, hate,
desperation and being hapless. He knew one thing:
only by clinging to Jesus and taking strength from the
word of God, would he get through it. He spent three
weeks sitting with people for hours, listening to their
grief, praying and reading the Word of God. Day by
day he saw changes in himself and also in the lives
of the injured and bereaving. A Muslim police officer
told them, there had been other bomb blasts, even
in mosques. But this one had shocked his family,
his wife and his children. They had been discussing
it all day. They said Christians had been so good to
them, why had they been attacked? Other Muslim
neighbours were very helpful and felt our grief.
Shakeel worried that the gulf would widen between
Christian and Muslim communities. However as he
shared from the Bible, people began to reflect in
a different way. Suffering is part of our Christian
calling, sometime resulting in death. Shakeel feels
he now has a new task, one that involves training an
emerging generation to love and not hate those who
persecute us. This is his life’s goal now.

Image sourced from onlineathens.com

PLEASE PRAY
• For the Government of Pakistan and militant groups who will come to the negotiating table. That
the peace talks may begin with all sincerity. There have been 50,000 deaths in the last 12 years
• That the twin suicide attack on the church in Peshawar will shake the conscience of those who don’t
know Jesus. That people will come to recognise him as the Prince of Peace
• For people who have been bereaving, both Muslims and Christians to find the love of God
through Jesus
• That the injured will receive healing and have a resolve to live purposeful lives
• Pray that three young ZBI graduates in Peshawar who spent all night burying the dead, to have a
renewed commitment to serve Jesus in this troubled city
• Thank God for our training at ZBI and being able to work alongside others as a team, including
those of other denominations. Pray that we will love Muslims and share the good news of Jesus
with them. Pray for everyone who helped Shakeel meet the challenges that day and for doing all
that they could.
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22nd to 28th december 2013

allahabad bible seminary india
By Rev Sundara Raj, Principal
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Allahabad Bible Seminary (ABS) was founded by the
One Mission Society (OMS) in 1942. It is affiliated
to the Senate of Serampore College, India’s premier
theological university founded by William Carey in
1818. ABS is an evangelical theological institution
with an ecumenical outlook training men and
women for ministry in India and overseas. All major
denominational churches, para-church organizations
and missionary societies send candidates to the
seminary for theological education and ministry
experience. We offer relevant theological training
to students who respond to the call of the gospel
as well as to the needs of our society. Our graduates
are ministering all over India and working in various
mission fields and Christian organizations.
This year thirty three students graduated from ABS.
One student was Asir Sam Anand. He is from Tamil
Nadu state, South India. He completed a Bachelor
of Divinity and is presently involved as a missionary
for the Allahabad Field, which works with the Indian
Missionary Movement (IMM), a division of the
Evangelical Church of India (ECI).
Asir Sam Anand was born and brought up in a
Christian family and in childhood attended Sunday
school and youth meetings in his church. He was
a member of the Church choir for ten years. During
one of the youth meetings taken by the Union of
Evangelical Students of India (UESI), he dedicated
himself to God’s ministry. Later on, as a result of God
healing his seriously ill mother, he rededicated his life
to full-time Christian ministry. In order to be better
equipped, he enrolled for theological training at ABS.
In 2007, he began studying at ABS completing a
Bachelor of Theology and graduating with a Bachelor
of Divinity this year. During these six years, he
studied classroom theological education together

with practical exposure to the mission fields. He
also became involved in children’s ministry and
local Sunday worship. He learnt the local Hindi
dialect to be more effective in ministry. At ABS, we
design programs for students to gain both classroom
learning and be involved with church ministry at
weekends. This holistic training better equips our
students for future ministry.
After Asir Sam graduated, he joined the Indian
Missionary Movement (IMM) as a missionary at
Allahabad. He works as a missionary amongst the
poor and downtrodden - fishermen, shepherds and
labourers who work on building sites. Five other
missionaries work under him. The Principal of ABS,
Rev. J. Sundara Raj and the Dean of Practical Ministry
Rev Paul Sigamony are his supervisors.
During the week he and his team visit twelve
villages. In nine of these, the team conducts worship
services either in the house of a believer, under the
shade of a tree or in open fields. Most of the village
folk are illiterate and belong to the Hindu religion.
New believers often come from Hindu religious
background. They have many questions regarding
Christianity. The theological education and the
practical ministry Asir Sam gained through ABS,
enables him to answer their questions and practice
ministry effectively. Most of the time Asir Sam and
his team take church services out in the open. This
helps them connect more deeply with people, to be
one among them, presenting the gospel and leading
them to Christ.
Asir Sam and his team face many challenges. Many
challenges concern climatic conditions and because
there are no church buildings. Temperatures can
become unbearable. In addition, bad roads make
travel very demanding. Despite these obstacles and

Asir Sam Anand, teaching children

regardless of them, they believe these experiences
teach them how to present the gospel and extend
God’s kingdom across India.
A central message of the gospel is the freedom we
receive in Christ. Asir Sam works with marginalized,
very disadvantaged people. He works so that they
may be spiritually and socially transformed. In
addition, he and his team provide the village children
with an education through a free tuition centre.
They also distribute warm clothes to them and their
families in the winter. The community benefits
spiritually, practically and most importantly this
ministry gives hope to the children and their families.
Asir Sam isn’t married yet and his parents remain in
their home. They support him spiritually as well as
financially. They are an encouragement to him in his
work and are proud that their son is serving the Lord.
In addition, members of ABS faculty together with
the principal offer him advice and encouragement.
Our students’ also provide him with help whenever
possible. He regularly visits our seminary sharing
ministry stories and experiences. We are so

encouraged and glad to witness the ‘sapling’ of his life
which was given to us to ‘nourish’ has grown into a
tree and started to bear fruit for God’s kingdom.
Please pray:
• For village people, as some are possessed by evil
spirits
• That new believers that they may grow in their
faith
• For the free tuition centre, especially for the
financial needs associated with running it
• That the ministry expands to other villages, in and
around Allahabad
• For a plan to start sewing training class for women
in the villages to enable them to contribute
financially to their family’s needs
• For construction of worship and community
centres in the villages where they minister
• The ministry team and Asir San that they may all be
strengthened to face the challenges of their work.
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29th december 2013 to 4th january 2014

carlile college kenya

By Pastor Catherine Olesi

spreading god’s word in baba dogo
Baba Dogo is a slum in Kenya situated off Thika road in
Ruaraka. People in Baba Dogo depend on casual jobs to
sustain them and live daily from hand to mouth. In the
heart of Baba Dogo lies the Pentecostal Assemblies of
God, (PAG) church.
The church is constructed of iron sheets and cardboard.
There is one window to let in the sun’s rays which lights
up the church. Pastor Catherine Olesi is a soft spoken,
calm, welcoming lady the wife of Pastor Peter Miheso
who also minister’s at PAG. Catherine studied at Carlile
College through the Centre for Urban mission. When she
studied there she became involved in church ministry
continuing on after her graduation in 2008. For the last
nine years, she has served in three PAG churches before
becoming pastor in Baba Dogo.
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In the church she has responsibility for managing the
women’s, men’s and youth ministries, acting as the

overseer for decisions made in these ministries. The
church elders also participate and support her leadership
by implementing changes and developments. The
congregation has thirty adults and thirty children.
Catherine has faced many challenges. Firstly, historically
the denominational structure of the PAG church has
had little regard for women pastors, especially in cities.
However, things are changing as women pastors are
now being accepted. Catherine was the first woman
pastor in her denomination and there are two others
who were recently appointed in Kariobangi district.
Mzee Tito Andechi, an elder in the church, highlighted
some of the challenges they are facing. Access to
electricity is severely limited which prevents the church
having an effective sound system for their services.
The church has an amplifier and microphones but they
cannot be used. Mzee Tito said they had tried to get

electricity connected from neighbouring houses but the
high cost – 400 Kenyan Shillings for two hours – was
prohibitive. Florence Mmbone, who leads the youth and
children ministries, said the youth would love to have a
service that has live music.
The church does a lot of pulpit ministry. They reach
out to people through house to house preaching and
home visits to attract people to their church. Catherine
explained that it is hard to have weekday services and
activities as most of the congregation are looking for
work on weekdays and are therefore unavailable.

Pastor Cathering Olesi

PAG Church Baba Dogo

PLEASE PRAY FOR
• More people to join the church
• The church to acquire instruments which don’t depend on electricity to improve worship
• Church members to find employment so they can support the work of God and the pastor
• The church building to increase in capacity so that more people can be accommodated.
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6th to 11th january 2014

asia graduate school of theology
philippines

By Dr Lemuel T Engcoy

An AGST Alumni Testimony
Lemuel T Engcoy graduated from Asia Graduate
School of Theology (AGST) in March 2008 with a
Diploma in Education in Counseling.
Before studying with AGST, he was the pastor of New
Creation Koinonia for nearly fourteen years, a church
he pioneered in 1986 in Cebu City, Philippines. At the
same time he taught at Immanuel Bible College in
Cebu for nine years.
In June 2000, he joined the Asia Pacific Theological
Seminary (APTS) faculty, a post-graduate institution
in Baguio City, part of the Assembly God. Later, he
became Dean of Students there. His warm personality
was a great asset whilst there. He left this position
in 2011.
Lemuel’s teaching and other responsibilities at APTS
in Baguio continued when he began his graduate
studies in Manila, enrolling at Asia Graduate School
of Theology. Each week, he travelled 13 hours round
trip to attend his classes. Yet the joy of learning
counseling more than made up for the rigour of this
travel.
Following graduation at AGST, Lemuel continued
working at Asia Pacific Theological Seminary (APTS).
His graduate school training now gave him the
opportunity to handle counseling cases and to teach
doctoral counseling classes at Asia Baptist Graduate
Theological Seminary in Baguio.
In 2011, after 11 years with APTS, he and his family
moved back to his birthplace, Cebu City. He practiced
counseling in a clinic of an associate friend with a
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diverse client base. He accepted an invitation to be
part-time counseling professor for graduate and post
graduate classes at Cebu Technological University
in Cebu City. In addition he was elected District
Secretary of his denomination.
Lemuel thoroughly enjoyed these roles, especially
his classes at Cebu Technological University. He had
lively interactions with students who were school
teachers and guidance counselors, principals, priests,
nuns, Christians, Buddhists and Muslims. There was
no doubt his AGST training prepared Lemuel for his
various ministries.
This April, Lemuel was asked to head the Ministry
Enrichment department of ICI Ministries Foundation
in Manila and serve as Dean of Global University’s
Philippine branch. After much consideration and
seeking God’s direction in prayer, he sensed that
the position was God leading him at this moment in
his life. He accepted the offer. This October, he and
his family moved to Manila. His job covers formal
and informal training for pastors, ministers, church
leaders, and missionaries in the Asia Pacific. He is
passionate and excited over this new job and ministry
the Lord has given him.
Lemuel is married to Rose and they have two grown
children. Rose also finished her Ph.D. in Church
History at AGST last March and is serving as adjunct
faculty at APTS while helping Lemuel in his various
ministries.

IMAGE AGST Students

PLEASE PRAY
• Thank God for his calling and direction seen so clearly in
Lemuel’s life.
• For AGST and the eight different colleges that make up the
consortium which AGST serves as a graduate school. Pray
that God will cause more people to consider theological
education as a priority in their professions and careers – as
a means of being obedient to God and how he may wish to
direct individuals to make a difference in their work in the
Philippines
• For the Philippines as a nation particularly the suffering
caused by the recent tornado in the south. Pray that many
Christians will assist their brothers and sisters in their crisis
and that Jesus will be a very real presence to people in their
suffering.
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12th to 25th january 2014

jordan evangelical
theological
seminary jordan
Written collaboratively by JETS’ staff

Sabri Pauls is an Iraqi graduate we are very proud
of. Ethnically he is Chaldean from a Catholic Church
background. His parents are from Kurdistan, north
of Iraq. Sabri enrolled in JETS January 1997 and
graduated with a Bachelors of Theology in 2001.
At the end of 2001, he returned to Iraq to see his
family in Baghdad whom he hadn’t seen for eight
years. Around this time he sensed God’s calling to
be a missionary in Kurdistan. When he returned to
Jordan in February 2002 he shared this with some of
the staff and the question of how to raise financial
support. The administration at the college responded
by encouraging him in this vision and by establishing
a unique informal training program to help him. After
Sabri returned to Kurdistan he started three home
groups which became the cornerstone of the Arabic
church that he later planted.
In August 2002, Sabri returned to Jordan via Iraq to
finish the training program the college administration
designed for him. After completing four months
personal mentoring, Sabri took an evangelism
training course prepared by another student at JETS
whose vision and passion was to reach non-Christians.
In late 2002 Sabri married Nahla from Kurdistan who
is now the Director of a Christian school in Erbeil.
Nahla supported Sabri in his vision to nurture and
grow the three house groups and for these to become
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independent churches and a place where he can share
his teaching and prophetic gifts.
Although Sabri has planted the Arabic Church in
Kurdistan, at the present time they use the Kurdish
Church building for their main Sunday meeting and
Sunday school. Women’s meetings are held weekly
in different homes as the Kurdish church building is
available only on Sundays. They are looking for a place
for youth meetings. Meanwhile Sabri arranges youth
gatherings at his home or plans outings so they can sit
and discuss Bible subjects together.
Sabri and Nahla own a piece of land and they are
praying to have sufficient funds to begin building a
church, and later to build their own home above the
church. They have been praying for this project and
they have already raised US$30,000 which is being
held in the church account. They have decided not to
start building until they have the full amount needed
to build the church floor, which is about $50,000 more.
Sabri’s spiritual gifts and love for the lost enable him
to go on regardless of the difficulties and the many
frustrations he faces. But his faith and trust in the
Lord is steadfast. When he came to JETS in 1997, Sabri
grew more in his faith. He had previously experienced
a spiritual dryness. Sabri is an excellent singer, teacher
and very gifted with young people. Nahla loves
serving the Sunday school and women’s ministry.

It is overwhelming when he writes:
‘I have learned many things in the last few years in Erbeil. These years have taught me the most because I’ve experienced
successes and frustrations. I’ve learned that a servant must forgive others if he wants to be forgiven, regardless of the
reason because the Lord forgave us all of our sins, as it says in Matthew 6:15. I thank God for the gift of teaching He
has given me and the opportunity to use this in churches and home groups. Thankfully the Lord is raising up others in
the church, so they can also be teachers. Teaching the Bible is the most joyful aspect of in my ministry life.’

PLEASE PRAY
• For Sabri and Nahla’s obedience to God. Thank Him that they are supportive of one another and in
agreement in their service of God together
• For the many gifts he has given them both – especially Sabri’s gifts of teaching, preaching and
seeking to save lost people with the good news of Jesus
• For the youth who want to gather together and that God will provide a special place for them to
meet in. Somewhere they can sit and discuss the Bible without interruption
• For Sabri and Nahla vision to build a church on their land. Thank God for the land and they have
been able to raise US$30,000 for the project and are trusting God to enable them to start the
building project. Pray that God will bless their vision and this will be a great encouragement to
them and the whole church.
• That more people in the church will emerge as future church leaders.
• For the team at JETS who had the vision to encourage and support Sabri in his desire to serve God
as a missionary in Kurdistan. Pray that more students will hear God’s call so clearly.

IMAGES FROM LEFT Children in the Sunday school, Sabri preaching, Sabri praying with members of the church
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26th january to 1st february 2014

dali bible college china
Many of the graduates from DaLi Bible School return to
serve in their churches but some take up the challenge
to plant a new church - an ethnic church - usually
of the same ethnicity as the graduates themselves.
This is often very effective because of the graduate’s
knowledge of their language and culture.
Yet, sometimes this comes with challenges.
Luke 4:21-30 says ‘no prophet is accepted in his own
native place’. Young workers who experience rejection,
need the Lord’s wisdom and strength to face them.
They need to know how to respond appropriately, and
strive to do what is right.
Yin Xue Zhang and his wife Juan Yan Zhang, from
Yunnan Bai Ethnic Group graduated from Dali Bible
School in 2000. They went to a Bai Village in Jian
Chuan County to revive a group of nominal Christians
with the aim of growing a church there.
They found three old Christians who agreed to support
them. They tried to rent a place for regular gatherings
and the first resistance they encountered was that as
soon as the people realised they were Christians, no
one would rent it to them. Eventually they disguised
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By Alfred Ng

themselves as teachers and started sharing the gospel
in the form of classroom style teaching.
The first year was extremely difficult. The Bai people
often regarded them as ‘traitors’, selling out their
customs and values to a foreign god.
Yin Xue Zhang and Juan Yan Zhang were often excluded
and kept away. They found experiencing these pains of
rejection and inaccurate judgement hard to bear. Only
the Lord could lift their spirits and enabled them to
remember to fall back on the knowledge they gained
from years of studying.

PLEASE PRAY
• Please thank the Lord for the
continuing growth in the fellowship
and pray for healing of Yin Xue
Zhang and Juan Yan Zhang when
they experienced times of rejection
and hurt
• For the Lord’s wisdom in knowing
how to deal with sensitive situations
• For strength and courage to continue
to pray for the Bai people to be
released from their bondage
• For financial assistance to enable
them to work full time and share
the Lord’s blessings with those who
otherwise would not have the hope of
an abundant life in the Lord.

For the first three years, the Zhangs worked very hard
among the Bai people, slowly gaining their trust
through witnessing holistically and walking closely
with Christ. They spent time visiting the sick, helping
in the harvest, counselling and comforting those in
trouble, helping the needy, elderly and disabled. Their
musical talents helped to make gatherings lively and
with the Lord’s leading, the fellowship at Jian Chuan
slowly grew. Now, they’re looking for a bigger place
to accommodate people who overflow the courtyard
each Sunday. Praise the Lord!

FROM LEFT Yin Xue sharing the gospel through a classroom style of teaching , Musically talented Juan Yan and Yin Xue help make
village gatherings lively , Juan Yan shares with wives right Chinese Bai ethnic minority woman making batik in Dali, China.
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2nd to 8th february 2014

union bible training college
mongolia Rev A. Khongorzul , Teacher at UBTC

PLEASE PRAY
• For strong leadership in the churches
• That Churches will become more active in society and be good witnesses
• For Christian churches and projects to become financially self supporting
• With thanksgiving for Amarbaatar’s service, witness and work in Uvs Province, west
Mongolia and the resulting changes in people’s attitude to the gospel around him.

Amarbaatar is a 2007 graduate of Union Bible
Theological College (UNTC). He isn’t academically
inclined but a people oriented, hard working, honest
and outgoing man. He is practical with his hands.
He first heard the gospel of Jesus Christ in 1993 and
started going to church. In 1995 he became a leader
in the church. After three years he went into military
service for a year. Between 2000 and 2007 he studied
at UBTC finishing a Bachelor of Theology program.
While he was a student, he was very active with
school life and planted three churches in Ulaanbaatar.
After his graduation, he started travelling to Uvs
province in the west of Mongolia. Buddhism and folk
religion are the main religions there. The population
is seventy four thousand. When he first went there,
he felt pressured by the local government and
people’s attitudes which were very negative towards
Christianity. This is why Christians are often hesitant
to share their faith with others. But God has called
some Christians to plant churches and Amarbaatar
was one such person.
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Amarbaatar began by visiting a community called
Tarialan, 30km from the provincial center. He
ministered with a leadership team and helped Bill
Stephens, an American missionary a great deal. The
knowledge he gained from studying at UBTC was
very helpful and relevant to serving, preaching and
counseling people. He shared how UBTC had played

an important role in building a strong foundation
for his Christian life. Not just academically, but also
in his daily life, learning how to communicate with
others. During his ministry, he became a manager
for a project implemented by the Joint Christian
Service (JCS). The project’s purpose was to lessen
poverty and help families start greenhouses. Being
involved in this really helped Amarbaatar. He aided
the community to become financially strong and
built up strong friendships with the local people.
Through these relationships, families came to Christ
and people’s attitudes to Christianity became more
positive through understanding.
He married in 2009 and was blessed by the birth of
a son. The project continued on for three years. In
2011 he moved to the centre of the province and
replicated this project. The project has broadened
to include business owners receiving help. At the
same time Amarbaatar’s mission field is expanding.
He’s still an active member in the church, focusing on
business people to win them for Christ. Recently he
shared that the local government had praised people
for these projects and their benefits. Their reactions
toward Christianity were now changing, becoming
more positive, as a result of witnessing Amarbaatar’s
actions. In turn and as a result, Christian churches are
building strong reputations.
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9th to 15th february 2014

myanmar evangelical graduate
school of theology myanmar
By Hmet Thang, Dean of Students

Rev Bawi Vum was born in Phaizawl village, Falam
Township, Chin State. He is a Falam Chin. He is a tall,
smart man, an introvert who belongs to the Assembly
of God. After gaining a Bachelor of Arts, he became
a government Middle School teacher for ten years.
Then in 2002 he resigned from his job and joined
Myanmar Evangelical Graduate School of Theology
(MEGST) to study a Masters of Divinity. He completed
his studies in 2005. His wife is Lydia Thian Nuam and
together they have three children, two boys and a girl.
His eldest son, Khaw Za Piang, is studying a Master
of Divinity also at MEGST. The other two are helping
in their parents’ ministry. Bawi Vum is a committed
believer who has worked together with his family as a
missionary for the past seven years. He is a member of
the Ayeyarwaddy Section and is the Director of Mission
and Evangelism there. He is also the Vice President of
the Inter-Faith Fellowship in the Labutta area.
Since 2005, Bawi Yum has been ministering in
Labutta town in Ayeyarwaddy Region. Most people
are Buddhists, with Muslims and Hindu’s forming a
minority. He and his family have remained there
surrounded by different religious faiths. Labutta is
close to the sea a night’s journey from Yangon by bus.
The community are poor farmers with few having
permanent jobs.
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By the grace of God, over the last seven years a
hundred people have become Christians. Most are
Buddhists although some came from the Rakhine tribe
and some are Muslim and Karen animists. All the new
believers are poor. Some came to faith because they
were healed through Bawi Yum’s prayers but mostly
through hearing the gospel.

Bawi Yum understood Buddhism, church planting
and culture from his studies at MEGST. Which have
been very helpful to his ministry. As a family they
are extending their ministry both within and outside
Labutta. They have six home groups within the town
and three church plants outside, about nine miles
away.
They’ve faced opposition from the local community.
Whenever they’ve held a church service, the
community has thrown stones at their house.
Frequently they have been ordered to stop their
services. They’ve been interviewed by the local
authorities, who have told them to leave the town,
claiming that they are disturbing the local community.

PLEASE PRAY
• That God will open the door to
people heart’s to allow us to freely
share His gospel
• That five hundred people come to
faith in Christ in the near future
• That the ministry will be extended
to five locations and there will be
money to build a church building
• God’s blessing to grow new church
leaders
• For a car to transport the elderly
• God will provide financial support
for orphans and widows
• For God to bless the harvest and
enable their paddy fields to be
self-sufficient to benefit the whole
community.

As a family they struggle on a low income. They are
looking after ten orphans who were affected by Nargis
storm and support nine widows wherever they can.
They seek good relationships with the local
community and authorities. They’ve helped build a
local government office with roofing materials. They
also give free tuition to children from non-Christian
families. At the moment they have four full-time and
three part-time ministers in their team.

Rev Bawi Vum
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16th to 28th february 2014

fundacio universitaria seminario
biblico de colombia colombia
By Donald Sendek
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In the late 1980s a professor at the Biblical Seminary
of Colombia, theological students and local youth all
wanted to play soccer. Today, this desire has become
a reality known as the Social and Sports Corporation
of Colombia (Spanish acronym COSDECOL).
COSDECOL is an evangelistic outreach soccer training
and a sports league ministry, touching the lives of
around two thousand young people and their families
in the greater metropolitan area of Medellin. It
covers nearly 90 soccer teams from different suburbs,
in six age categories from Under 10 to Under 16.
In addition to the soccer teams around the city, the
Corporation has other assets and programs including:
•  A sports centre with a night lit stadium the size of
an official soccer field. The centre is complete with
stands, changing rooms, and an artificial turf practice
area. It also has a dormitory and cafeteria for visiting
teams and can double-up as a retreat centre, when
needed
•  A church and community centre for local children
and their families, running outreach programs such
as after school tutoring and occupational training
•   A professional bakery which produces brownies,
cakes and other baked products which provides parttime employment for soccer trainers and an income
stream for the general ministry of COSDECOL.
For 25 years, students and graduates of the Biblical
Seminary of Colombia have served as soccer trainers,
evangelists, disciple-makers, church planters and
pastors. For some, though their involvement
began as a study assignment for their theological
studies, have continued being involved. Long after
graduation, they have found their calling to serve God
at the Corporation.

One person is Daniel Castro (class of 2009) who is
now Chaplain to the Social and Sports Corporation
of Colombia and a sports trainer. He helps children
become good athletes and provides spiritual guidance
to them and their families, other players and staff.
Nelson Buitrago graduated from Biblical Seminary
of Colombia (BSC) in 2008. He is now the Pastor of
the Church and Community Centre and a soccer team
trainer. For Nelson both roles are as important and
significant to his testimony of Christ’s presence and
merciful faithfulness.
Medellin may be famous for drugs, violence and gang
rivalry, but in the name of Jesus, soccer has become a
means of breaking vicious cycles of hate and crime in
individuals and their families.
It is moving to hear stories of youth from dysfunctional
backgrounds who have come to know Christ. Who
have, over time, become not only excellent athletes
but students who have excelled academically
winning international sports scholarships to study
outside Colombia. Students, who on their return to
Colombia are now coaching and training other young
people to learn and get ahead. One graduate is now
a missionary serving with another soccer ministry.
He is replicating and applying a standard he learned
in a tough Medellin suburb: always play soccer to the
best of your ability, but also show Christ as Lord of
soccer and your life.
Through COSDECOL’s work of encouraging Christian
witness on the soccer field, young men are being
given an alternative to becoming recruited by
criminal gangs and in the process having their lives
turned around.

PLEASE PRAY
• Praise God for the vision in the 1980s to form the Social and Sports Corporation of Colombia
(COSDECOL) and the wonderful opportunities this has created over the years to reach young people
for Christ
• Thank God that COSDECOL is still actively running programs and serving the people of Medellin
• Praise God for people like Daniel Castro and Nelson Buitrago and any others who may presently be
in training to take on chaplaincy and pastoral roles. Pray for more and more young men to become
Christians through this ministry.
• That Medellin would become a city of God, where Christ is honoured in every place within it –
whether a soccer field, classroom or home. That it will no longer be a city where drug dealers and
criminals seek to determine its culture. Pray for God to turn the city around.
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