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People in the business world often ask us about our ‘metrics’. We have great metrics! For example, each year we 
follow up on students who have graduated five years before. Over the years we see that more than 95% are involved 
in ministry: planting churches, pastoring, engaged in mission of one type or other. That’s a good metric. Another is 
the number of our partner Bible college graduates who take up senior roles in other ministries, thus multiplying the 
value of their training. For example, our partner in Indonesia, Tyrannus Bible Seminary, has graduates in half the 
other Bible colleges in the country i.e. fifty of the one hundred Bible colleges in Indonesia. 

As Christians we know that numbers are only a guide to what OCA’s ministry is about. Our goal is to see young 
men and women changed through their education into competent, high-character people of God. We want to see 
Christians who are deeply affected by God’s Word and led by his Spirit making strategic impact on the church and 
community they serve.

It is a joy, therefore, to have a dozen graduates of our partner Bible colleges show their heartbeat in this edition of 
Prayer Alert. They have been changed by their studies; they have been equipped for ministry; but it is the Spirit of 
God who makes their hearts beat in tune with his, and guarantees the value of their ministry.
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Running time 6.5mins

OCA supporters and friends were able to get 
a completely different perspective on the 
Syrian Crisis through the talks given by Alia 
Abboud, the representative from Arab Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Beirut.

While the trauma and difficulty for millions 
of Syrians continues, in a strange way this has 
created many opportunities for God’s church. 
The weariness of the war has led some to have 
a weariness of Islam and so the welcome and 
care of the churches in Lebanon has caused 
many to rethink issues of faith. It is now 
commonplace in many churches to see former 
Sunni and Shi’ite believers worshipping 
together with Christians.

We are grateful to be able to have got this 
insight to understand how God can work in 
even the most difficult of contexts.

Due to security reasons the video of this 
ministry will not be available on our website. 
Please contact the office and we’ll be happy to 
send you a copy. (ABTS - 7 mins)

Order your  
video! 

God at work  
in the Syrian  
Crisis

p 1300 889 593    
e office@overseascouncil.com.au   



five new board members on who will bring diversity 
in gender, ethnic background and age. Please pray for 
this important process.

western australia news  
- thanks to emily cooper
Emily Cooper has served OCA as the WA Coordinator 
for the past two years. Emily and James have been 
supporters of OCA for several years and Emily 
generously volunteered in this new role. She has done 
a wonderful job consolidating the supporter base, 
coordinating events and introducing new people and 
churches to the OCA vision. Emily, James, Talia and 
Toby are going to Mauritius for two years as volunteers. 
Emily will be joining the teaching team at the local 
Christian school, and the Coopers are also looking 
forward to seeing the Mauritian Bible Training Institute 
in action. Thanks Emily and James for your contribution 
to OCA.
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1st to 7th SEPTEMBER 2014

update on finances for last quarter

student sponsorships
We are grateful for our supporters who faithfully 
contribute to students in need at our partner Bible 
Colleges. All the students come from difficult financial 
situations and could not afford the full cost of tuition 
and accommodation. Last quarter we received $61,000 
towards 217 students.

I am writing to express my 
sincere appreciation for all 
the support you have given 
me and my family. You made 
it possible for us to continue 
with our education in our 
grief and loss of my husband 
and a father to my two sons. 
I was able to complete my 
first year of MTh and passed 
all the modules... Many 
thanks for your support.
violet Myambo, MTh student  
at George Whitefield College. 

faculty study grants
We received funds for 20 faculty currently doing PhD 
or MTh studies throughout the developing world. 
Last quarter we received $78,000 towards these 
sponsorships.

projects
We received $18,000 towards various projects including 
the Shenzhou commentary series which is a new series 
being written in Chinese by Chinese scholars.

thanks to you, thanks to godexecutive director’s update

board news
Philip Twyman has served faithfully for ten years on 
the OCA Board, seven of which were as Chairman. At 
the recent AGM the current Chairman, the hon John 
Anderson mentioned Philip’s deep commitment to the 
ministry of OCA. he visited many of our partner colleges 
and introduced many of his friends to the ministry. At a 
personal level, I have been very grateful for his input to 
the ministry and his keen missiological understanding. 
I have repeatedly benefitted by being able to seek out 
his sage advice. The Board will be holding a dinner in 
his honour next year.

At the annual Board Planning Day in October it was 
decided to deliberately seek to bring greater diversity 
in the OCA Board. I often ‘boast’ of the competence and 
commitment of our Board members, but it makes good 
sense to develop further the group as a whole through 
this measure. Over the coming year we hope to bring 
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please pray
Lord of every place on earth, we know that the wealth of the nations belongs to you.  
We thank you that some of the wealth you have given us can be distributed to the nations through  
OCA’s ministry to the partner Bible colleges.

Philip  Twyman on a trip to Cambodia and Myanmar (left); Emily, James, Talia and Toby Cooper 
violet with her sons victor (middle) and Theo (right). her husband Timothy had been studying his PhD but died last year of cancer.  
violet is a competent Christian leader in her own right with ministry amongst young women in Zimbabwe.
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8th to 14th DECEMBER 2014
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church planting  
with deep roots in syria

In my ministry, I still use many of the intellectual 
skills, theological knowledge and practical experience 
I acquired at ABTS. The faculty at the seminary had a 
great impact on my understanding of the Bible, on 
teaching scriptures and on making disciples. God also 
used the relationships that were built with faculty and 
students during that time for the kingdom’s glory. 
Today, my son, Majd Ajji, is an ABTS student working 
towards a master of divinity degree.

As our region is going through drastic changes and 
pain, Christians’ presence in the Middle East is in 
danger. I believe that ABTS is playing a vital role in 
equipping new servants for Christ who are workers in 
God’s field, transforming the church to be light in this 
huge wave of indefinite changes.

I came to ABTS twenty-two years ago with my wife 
from Aleppo, North Syria, to pursue a bachelor degree 
in theology. Today, Aleppo is making headline news for 
the war and terrorism, and for the stories of Christians 
fleeing the city due to armed violence and threats. 

God helped me through the twenty-two years in 
starting and sustaining different ministries as well 
as pursuing a master’s degree. In the past twelve 
years, I have been active in church planting in Syria 
and pastoring the Aleppo Baptist Church. Despite the 
insecurity, our church is maintaining its weekly services: 
Sunday worship, bible study, women’s meeting, and 
young adults’ meeting. Moreover, despite the fear from 
extremist groups that are a few streets away, men and 
women of non-Christian background are still coming 
to faith in our Lord and Saviour and are asking to be 
baptised.

please pray
Ruler of the nations, we look to you to turn swords into ploughshares in the troubled Middle East. Grant the 
grace of perseverance to your servants and the blessing of new life to those who claim the name of Jesus.

The church front in Aleppo was bombed during fighting. Church members worked to rebuild it. Mouner praying in his congregation.

Brother Mouner Ajji was a fervent and an excellent student. He has always 
had a heart for ministry in his country, Syria. I really admire his perseverance 
and faithfulness to ministry in Syria despite the war and challenges. Only 
few servants remained in Aleppo as residents and he is one of them, serving 
the church with passion. 
Dr. Ghassan khalaf, ABTS president 1993 to 2008, taught Mouner during his three years at ABTS

Mouner Ajji BTh 1995 Arab Baptist Theological Seminary, Lebanon
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idol worshipping drunks,  
converted 
 Indunil and kumari, BTh 2012 Lanka Bible College, Sri Lanka

22nd to 28th DECEMBER 2014

Allan Sanga came from the Solomon Islands and 
moved back after he completed his degree. he began 
ministry at first to youth and then later as a pastor.  
During this time his wife died from cancer, leaving him 
with three small children.  he eventually remarried 
and began teaching in Bible schools in the Solomon 
Islands, a ministry he enjoyed.

“There is a lot of satisfaction in seeing people going 
out and being able to handle God’s Word correctly 
within the context they are going into.”  

his time in ministry was not without its challenges 

After leaving  LBC we started our ministry in a village 
in the south where the people work as fishers and 
labourers. Most of them are idol worshipers and they 
spend most of their income on alcohol and drugs. They 
live in poverty, and make their family suffer socially, 
spiritually, and economically. Therefore my vision is 
to serve them and win these people to Christ and to 
restore their social and spiritual status. I believe that 
Christ is able to restore them as they put their trust in 
Christ and the gospel we preach. 

The Lord’s provision for us and his faithfulness has 
been wonderful. Through the help of some of the 

though, “To look after the family financially while 
doing full time ministry was difficult.”  

God eventually led Allan back to CLTC to pursue a 
Master of Theology in 2013.  [This course is funded by 
OCA as part of the Pasifika Strategy.] Alan is completing 
his thesis on contextualising the Pauline concept of 
community in Ephesians 2 to the Melanesian cultural 
concept of community.  After he graduates at the end 
of 2014, his plans are to continue his teaching ministry 
as God leads.  Allan drank deeply, and continues to 
drink deeply, from God’s Word at CLTC! 

believers we bought a three wheeler taxi and so have 
a sustainable income for our family and ministry. 
Those who come to know the Lord have been faithful 
in giving, because they have experienced the miracle 
of conversion and restoration through Christ. I am able 
to help in the administrative function of the church 
and I serve as the treasurer for both church and for 
the village committee for social welfare and funerals. 
My wife and I are also teaching children, youth, and 
adults in the church and we teach Christianity in two 
government schools in our town. Our future plan is to 
train a team of Christian teachers who could go into 
government schools where there are no teachers for 
teaching Christianity. 

please pray
We thank you Father 
that you have given us 
the word of life. Thank 
you for those in the 
Solomon Islands who 
have benefited from 
learning the Scriptures 
and can pass it on in a 
way which is culturally 
relevant and enriching 
for their hearers.

please pray
Lord and lover of my soul, I thank you 
that you love each of us, no matter what 
background we come from. Thank you that 
you save those who abuse their lives and 
their families and that through your servants 
all people may hear of your love.

a word for the context
Allan Sanga BTh 2003, Christian Leaders’ Training College, PNG

Allan Sanga in his MTh class this year.

15th to 21st DECEMBER 2014

Coming to CLTC was a good decision.  
The training provided us everything we needed for ministry.     

LBC has been a great 
blessing for my ministry. I 
am truly grateful to LBC for 
being there as a support 
and trainer in my education.
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In the year 2000, Amjad had a vision from the Lord to 
serve in Maeen, a village about 10 km from his home 
town in Jordan. Soon after Amjad found out he had 
cancer and had little time to live. The Lord healed him 
and reminded him of the church planting vision. 

In 2003, Amjad and Sana enrolled at JETS. At that time 
they started to go through the streets of Maeen and 
pray. The Lord gave them a small place where they 
started their first Sunday school with four children, 
and started visiting the people, started bible study 
meetings, and planted the church in Maeen. After 
four years, the small place became crowded and they 
had to move. They renovated the ground floor of their 
house and made it a single hall to host the church.  Just 
before their graduation with Bachelors degree, cancer 
attacked Amjad again. Amjad was a strong student, 
trusting the Lord; taking Chemo treatment at the 
hospital and returning to JETS to sit the rest of the day 
for classes..

Since the flooding of the Syrian refugees to the Maeen 
area, Amjad’s vision had new scope. Since Sana 
was Syrian, it made their ministry easier; and their 
visits to the people were more acceptable. They are 
involved in humanitarian assistance, medical, personal 
counselling and reaching them with the Good News, 
which is leading many to come to the Lord and start 
attending the church. Amjad, his family and the church 
family are working hand in hand to serve Syrians 
regardless of their religion or belief. With the help 

of volunteers, the church just started classes twice a 
week for the children. he is planning to start a medical 
clinic and pharmacy to serve the refugees and others. 

Amjad did overcome several challenges in his 
ministry walk, to name some: cancer, low immune 
system, planting a church with no financial support, 
the acceptance of an evangelical ministry amidst a 
nominal church community. The Lord healed Amjad, 
he has a good immune system, the church needs are 
fulfilled in time by the grace of God; and God gave him 
special grace in the eyes of the nominal church leaders, 
and was able to build bridges with them. 
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syrian crisis, christian care
Amjad and Sana Ajeelat, BTh 2008, MTh 2011, Jordan Evangelical Theological Seminary

please pray
Lord our healer, we thank you for 
healing Amjad and releasing him 
for ministry. Please keep him strong 
and able to serve you and care for his 
family for decades more.

Amjad preaching and the church choir (inset)

29th DECEMBER 2014 to 4th JANuARy 2015

At JETS we learned much academically and spiritually, which caused a 
major change in my life, my family’s and ministry. JETS planted in us love 
to others; it taught us the meaning of the sacrificial love     

Amjad is one of our 
most exceptional 
students. Though he 
was seriously ill for 
much of the time of his 
studies, he demonstrated 
unwavering faith, 
exemplary resolve and 
graduated with his wife 
with a special reward for 
excellence in character 
and ministry. 
Dr. Imad Shehadeh, JETS President
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Two years after my conversion at the Assemblies 
of God church my journey took me to MBTI, 
interdenominational Bible school. This experience 
has reshaped my view of Christianity and unity. A 
wider vision of God’s plan and brotherhood was 
born in my heart.

Meanwhile, at church I joined in different ministries 
such as learner musician, hospital visitor, cell 
leader and member of the youth leadership 
committee. knowledge acquired at MBTI in the 
historical-cultural context and meaning of the 
Scriptures were extra tools in my teaching role at 
church. 

Now I can say that the courses lead me to a more 
personal relationship with God, and to know how 
God affects one’s life completely. I have experienced 
his faithfulness in my studies and that grace of 

GWC gave us  [Loots met his wife at GWC] a 
grounding in scripture that would enable and 
equip us for future ministry.  After GWC we lived 
and worked in London for 6 years, close to my wife’s 
family, where I pastored a small congregation of 
diaspora South Africans. This was a sweet time of 
serving the Lord and his people, but we sensed the 
Lord moving us on. 

I never thought of myself as a missionary, however 
my father in law introduced me to Rwanda through 
a short-term mission trip and I discovered for 
myself the great need within the Rwandan church. 
The Lord miraculously led me to my Rwandan 
friend, Determine, who is my current partner in 
ministry. With the lack of Biblical teaching and 
preaching, the Church in Rwanda is like sheep 
without a Shepherd. There are many different 
gospels preached but not many preach the true 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ as revealed in 
Scripture. So Determine and I decided that it was 
time to stop lamenting and to do something about 
the situation. We pioneered a training course 
called ‘Preach the Word’ where we focus on helping 

MBTI scholarship. Even bible study class exams 
aroused my desire to preach and teach. Whatever 
is taught, whether Jeremiah or Romans, I make use 
of it in the Christian Fellowship that I lead in my 
church. Principles I learned in the preaching course 
are applied in the intercession prayer meeting and 
mission team meetings.

Regarding missions, I have the desire not to limit 
my service for God within my local church only but 
to go and share as Jesus commanded. In the context 
of Mauritian society, MBTI developed a program of 
going to the students’ regions and teaching. This 
year I benefitted from this grace when the school 
sent me for internship to teach in a region. It was 
enriching and gave a new taste of ministry outside 
the church. I have gone from learning to teaching: 
to God I give all the glory.

students gain as much Bible understanding as 
possible in order to pass it on to their church, 
community and families. 

We are also supporting one of our graduated 
students, who is currently studying at GWC. Our 
hope is that he will return to kigali and plant a 
church founded on the teaching of Scripture and 
on the true gospel of Jesus Christ. Five Rwandan 
men are praying towards this endeavour, who have 
pledged to support  this future church planting 
movement. We pray that the Lord would use this 
instrument to mature his people in kigali so that 
they may be equipped for works of service in 
Rwanda and even go beyond to other countries in 
Africa where people have not yet heard the good 
news of Jesus.

5th to 11th JANuARy 2015 12th to 18th JANuARy 2015

new tools for teaching  
god’s word Damien Pavaday, Cert Theol, Mauritian Bible Training Institute

rwandan bible ministry    
Loots Lambrechts BTh 2003 George Whitefield College, South Africa

please pray

Lord of the church, thank you 
for the interdenominational 
ministry of MBTI and the way 
that it helps students to grasp 
the unity of brotherhood in 
Christ. Clear our eyes we pray 
to see your church as you 
see it.

The new principal, Dr kerawalo Lohe (left) with MBTI students. Damien Pavaday is in the middle.

Loots preaching, and with his church

please pray
God who speaks to us, we thank you for your 
word. Thank you for those who teach it faithfully 
in Rwanda. Raise up many more leaders whose 
ministries are built on that sure foundation. 
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Since graduation Spencer has pastored several 
Baptist churches, worked as a co-ordinator with the 
NETS Distance Department, and taught as a part-
time lecturer at NETS.  he is now the pastor of Grace 
Reformed Church in Windhoek and a Bible teacher 
at Community hope School.  he is a passionate 
evangelist among the herero people and he longs 
that others will experience God’s grace as he has.  

Pastor Spencer also has a concern for small and 
struggling local churches in Namibia.  he wants to 
see believers strengthened in their faith.  In a country 
where unhelpful teaching regularly sounds out from 
local pulpits about material wealth and success being 
the centre of the gospel, he is determined to preach 
about God’s grace in Jesus.  In a word he describes 
the driving force of his ministry as ‘Christ’.  yet he 
recognises that faithfulness to Christ at times means 
being insulted (hebrews 13:13) and comes with 
discouragements.  Namibia is a country with great 
physical and spiritual needs, but one of the greatest 
challenges Spencer identifies in the local churches 
is reluctance among Christians to get involved with 

ministry.  People are quick to criticise, but slow to play 
their part in the life of the church.  however, despite 
the challenges, his vision is to see more churches 
planted in the towns and villages of Namibia.  he 
says: ‘I want to be more of a ‘mission pastor’ who is 
able to move about encouraging a variety of young 
churches’. 

As he reflects back on his time at NETS as a student 
he suggests that NETS was far more than simply an 
academic institution offering formal theological 
education.  It provided training for ministry that 
shaped his thinking and his practice with regard to 
the local church.  Spencer says: ‘The whole approach 
of NETS ensured that we were involved in local 
church ministry whilst we studied which gave me a 
heart for local church ministry’.  he also describes the 
encouragement he continues to receive by ongoing 
friendship and partnership with the NETS staff.  
Pastor Spencer’s ministry is a busy, challenging, and 
tiring one but he is determined that the people of 
Namibia know of Christ and live for him.  

leading in mission by example
Spencer Tjijenda, BTh 2003, Namibia Evangelical Theological Seminary

please pray
God of mission, we thank you that you 

call your servants into your work. Please 
guide the young churches of Namibia to 

be faithful to your word and reach out to 
the several tribes of the nation.

Spencer is not the sort of 
pastor who will stay in his 

church and wait for others 
to come to him, he regularly 

witnesses to others on the 
streets of Windhoek.  He 

believes in the life-changing 
power of the gospel and 

that its message needs to 
be heard beyond the walls 

of the church.  

Josh hooker, NETS faculty member.

Spencer preaching

Spencer (second from right) meeting with church leaders.

19th to 25th JANuARy 2015



26th JANuARy to 1st FEBRuARy 2015
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Pastor Sithuon says he is proud to be an alumnus of 
PPBS, (along with his wife, kim Lyson) and that his 
time here helped him to be the confident leader and 
pastor he is today. Through this ministry, he has had 
many opportunities to share the gospel and help new 
believers grow in the Lord. he also planted a church, 
Phnom Penh Light of Life Church, the same year.

The initial vision which the Lord gave Pastor Sithuon 
has grown into a very fruitful ministry; the Lord has 
done much through his life to extend God’s kingdom in 
Cambodia. First, he volunteered as a small group leader 
at “Friend’s Church” in Phnom Penh. Later he started a 
dormitory with a Christian ethos for university students 
from the rural provincial areas studying in Phnom Penh. 

Beginning in 2010, the Lord enlarged Pastor Sithuon’s 
vision to see churches growing all over Cambodia. To 
achieve this Pastor Sithuon, in partnership with the 
local churches, has been conducting large evangelistic 
events in each province of Cambodia. The result is over 
a thousand people attending each event and many 
come to know Christ as Lord and Savior. he also travels 
to various provinces in Cambodia and conducts leader 

training seminars for church leaders and pastors with 
some help from overseas speakers. Today there are 
more than one thousand pastors and leaders from 
different denominations coming to this training.

As Pastor Sithuon runs with the vision and sees the 
fruit of his ministry, he also faces various trials and 
challenges. These include how to balance travel 
to various provinces while still nurturing his own 
congregation in Phnom Penh. Likewise, he faces 
differences in ministry and denominations and must 
find ways to foster unity and contend with ideologies 
contrary to the good News of Christ.  Please keep him, 
his wife kim Lyson and their two sons in your prayers.

Sithoun (right) with his team

Sithoun ministering at church

an expanding vision  
for cambodia 
Seap Sithoun, BChrMin 2007, Phnom Penh Bible School, Cambodia

please pray

We praise you gracious Lord that you raise up 
leaders who are equipped in ministry. Thank you 
for the openness of people in Cambodia to hear 
your word. Please strengthen all who gather in 
your name.

I remember when I was his teacher, I told him he would do and 
achieve great things for the Lord. Our current students have 
helped him in his evangelistic ministries and have been so 
encouraged by what he has been doing. 
Samnang Tep, Principal.



please pray

Everlasting Father, the wisdom of the 
ages belongs to you. Thank you for 
revealing yourself to those of other 
faiths and showing them the joy of a 
relationship with Christ. Comfort and 
embolden those who are persecuted,  
we pray, that they may stand fast in 
their witness to you.

2nd  to 8th FEBRuARy 2015

It was in 2008 while we were praying in one of the 
family quarters in SAIACS that God spoke to us to go 
for ministry in North India. It was like the Macedonian 
call for Paul (Acts 16:9). God asked us to step out from 
our ministry in South India and move on to North 
India to spend the rest of our lives spreading the 
message of the kingdom of God.

While at SAIACS we received great insights, especially 
from the classes of Dr. Atul Aghamkar (Missions 
Department), about the power and potential of 
the house church model in evangelism and church 
planting. We started our first church in August 17, 

2008. Apart from both of us we were expecting only 
one other person to join on the first day of worship. 
But God had a different plan that day!  There were 
twenty one people in the first day of worship! Over 
the years God has blessed this church planting 
ministry. Within six years we were able to plant house 
churches in twenty different locations in North India. 

God expanded our vision to start training for house 
church planters. Several Lay leaders and house 
church planters have benefitted from the training. 
We equip them for evangelism and ministry in the 
house church. We provide three days training every 
six months.  It is an ongoing process in which we 

continuously train people to effectively minister in 
house churches in the North Indian context.  

When we saw that God was working among the 
Sikh community and high caste hindus, we started 
to focus on them in a very strategic way. We always 
want to work where God is working since we are co-
workers with Christ (I Cor 3:9). As a result, over the 
years we have been able to reach out to many Sikh 
families in several major cities. We are witnessing a 
significant Christ-ward movement among the Sikhs 
as well as among high caste people in North India. 
Our strategy is to reach these people through family 

and friendship networks, inviting them to experience 
God in their personal life and encouraging people 
to come to a relationship with Christ and not to the 
religion of Christianity. 

We are also involved in transforming communities 
with the love of God. In 2012 we started hope 
Children’s Academy, a Junior high School. It is a 
village Christian school with a vision to impart holistic 
values in the lives of the children and their parents. 
We provide Christian value-based education. We see 
children being transformed into the image of Christ 
(II Cor. 3:18).  There are about hundred and fifty 
children studying in the school today. 

In many places we have faced persecution 
and opposition. One of the house churches 
was stopped by a mob who came when 
worship was going on. We were warned not 
to return to that village after that so we could 
not carry on the work for a long time. 

Last year I had the privilege of baptising 
two young girls from a Sikh family.  When 
their family came to know about it they 
insisted these girls go to the Gurudwara 
[place of the guru] and perform their pooja 
[ritual washing]. When they refused to do 
so the family locked these girls in a room for 
several days, they were physically beaten 
and finally thrown out of the house. There 
are several such incidents of persecution and 
opposition…..pray for these new believers.   

sikhs turning to christ  
in church planting expansion
Jaison George, MTh 2007, and Susan George MTh 2008, South Asian Insitute of Advanced Christian Studies, India

The training received at SAIACS has helped us to achieve what we are 
today. We appreciate the committed faculty of SAIACS. They have built 
up our skills for ministry, imparted the knowledge of the scripture and 
kindled our passion for mission.  

1817
Jaison with Susan and Jeremy currently (TOP),  
and Jaison at SAIACS graduation, 2007 



Traditionally Christianity came to India with Apostle 
Thomas in the first century itself, but until now the 
percentage of Christian population is below three 
percent. The scenario is worst in the state of West 
Bengal, where I live and minister. In spite of having 
great people like William Carey and Mother Teresa 
the Christian population is still below one percent. 
While this poses a challenge in midst of ever rising 
opposition from intolerant hindus and Muslims, we 
have the greatest opportunity to reach out to over 
one billion people – 1/6th of the world’s population.

Along with missionary Dr. Mark Buntain, God helped 
me to start the Buntain Theological College in Calcutta 
in 1986, which is now one of the premier theological 
institutions in India under the Asia Theological 
Association (ATA). After completing my Ed.D. degree 
from AGST now I serve here as the President. Earlier I 
did my Master’s degree in the area of New Testament. 
But when the opportunity came to do my doctorate I 
chose Ed.D. with AGST Philippines for two reasons: I 
could do my studies within the context of Asia where 
my ministry field is, and doing my doctorate in the 
area of Adult and Continuing Education was more 
relevant in the context of my ministry. My passion 
is to provide quality theological education to young 

Arun in class at AGST (below) and now in his role as President of Buntain Theological College in Calcutta (above).

men and women who are called by God to minister 
in India.

Over the past years our college has produced about 
a thousand graduates, most of them are actively 
involved in various ministries within India. Many 
of them are taking crucial leadership roles in their 
denominations and para-church organizations. 
however, there is no place for complacency. Looking 
at the vast need for more trained workers in the 
ministry fields the challenge is great. 

The only way to train more workers is to multiply 
ourselves. This thinking has led us to establish eight 
extension centres where our graduates equip local lay 
leaders in their own local languages. Furthermore, we 
are in the midst of expanding our campus so that in 
the near future we will be able to double our capacity. 

Another aspect of multiplying ministry is the 
privilege I have to conduct educational seminars and 
workshops to equip faculty members and academic 
leaders across India. This has only been possible 
because of my studies at the AGST Philippines.
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multiplying ministry in india
Arun Sarkar, Ed.D. 2008, Asia Graduate School of Theology, Philippines

please pray
Our God who multiplies the harvest, we 
thank you for the privilege you’ve given 
Arun to learn your word and how to 
lead your people. We thank you for the 
multiplying effect you are working through 
him for the church in West Bengal.
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9th  to 22nd FEBRuARy 2015

My time at AGST Philippines was one of the most memorable one – dotted 
with serious interactions with well-qualified experienced professors and fellow 
multicultural Asian students. We learned to sharpen each other by exploring 
educational principles in our own contexts. Today the kind of leadership I am 
able to provide can certainly be credited to AGST. I wish AGST will continue to 
provide opportunities to many more Asian students in days to come.  
Thank you, AGST Philippines.

Arun is a model of 
Christian character, service 
and scholarship. His 
ministry since graduation 
has significantly advanced 
the work of training the 
next generation of Indian 
Christian leaders.
Dr Lee Wanak, AGST Facullty
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23rd to 38th FEBRuARy 2015

Solomon and Salome are both Indian but come from 
different tribal and ethnic backgrounds which is most 
unusual in the rigid marriage customs of the country. 
They met in college and later both studied a graduate 
program and subsequently a master of theology 
course. Salome completed last year and Solomon is in 
the middle of his studies. 

As teachers at MTC&S they are both keen to pass on 
to their students the benefits of their studies. One of 
the core values of the college is that students learn 
practical ministry skills through being involved in 
church planting. While Salome’s specialisation is 
Church history and Solomon’s is the Study of Religions 

they are both passionate ministers working to see 
people come to know Christ.

Salome has been supported by OCA in all three of 
her degrees. having come from a very poor rural 
background she was unable to contribute anything 
to her studies. When she topped her class it was 
clear that she would be a potential teacher and has 
equipped herself for decades of teaching students for 
ministry. Solomon is currently receiving support from 
OCA for his MTh studies in Religions which will allow 
the college to better prepare students for ministry 
amongst the non-Christian majorities of the country.

training the trainers 
By Pastor Solomon C and Pastor Salome Solomon both BTh 2007 Madras Theological College and Seminary, India

23rd to 28th FEBRuARy 2015

please pray
Lord of each person, we thank 
you for calling many young men 
and women to study for ministry. 
We thank you for those who 
are gifted to teach them. Build 
up the faculties whose lives are 
examples and whose teaching 
goes well beyond the classroom. 
Equip the teachers as they equip 
the next generation of leaders.
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new info required

This couple has the passion for the lost souls, 
therefore, they chose to spread the Gospel and 
also nurture the believers in the word of God.  
Dr David Onesimu, Principal of MTC&S.

Salome, Solomon and Daniela (left), Salome at a childrens’ ministry (above).

abts student sponsorship

Through studying at ABTS students learn the concepts they need to minister 
effectively in the Middle East for decades. Ten students are currently seeking 
support.

Student Sponsorship $2,000 each per year

 abts online

In some parts of the Middle East and North Africa pastors are restricted from 
travelling to obtain ministry training. ABTS and other Bible colleges in the region 
have developed a new web-based theological course for certificate, diploma and 
bachelor degrees specifically designed for the needs of pastors in the region. OCA 
and OC uSA have been contributing to this development and now that the course 
is near completion ABTS wish to sponsor students to undertake study. The course 
already has attracted over 200 students but many more want to study.

OCA is seeking $30,000 for this project

senior arabic leaders – master of religion

Ordinarily senior leaders in the Middle East and North Africa need to travel 
outside the region to refine their skills and reflect deeply on their context. ABTS 
offers the only Masters degree in the region to equip senior leaders for the 
complexity of peace building, holistic ministry and justice within a Christian 
framework. This part-time course is heavily subsidised by OCA and other 
organisations to assist an increasing quality in the leadership of the region.

Student Sponsorship $6,000 per student

Visit out website www.overseascouncil.com.au to donate online.

OCA is seeking $30,000 this year for this project.

compassionate care ministry for refugees

The current crisis in Syria and Iraq has led to enormous tension in the political 
and social fabric of the region. In many places the local Church is seeking to 
minister to refugees and to advocate for just outcomes. The challenges to 
Christian leaders are significant and ABTS is seeking funding for students to be 
involved in compassionate care ministry which includes work with the refugee 
population.

OCA is seeking $10,000 for this project
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