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FOR DINNER & CONVERSATION

OVERSEAS COUNCIL AUSTRALIA

For more information contact Danni. 
Phone: 1300 889 593 or  
email: danni@overseascouncil.com.au 

Puje Jamsran is Principal of Union Bible Theological 
College (UBTC), the leading centre of theological 
training in Mongolia. Puje has completed a 
BTH, a MDiv and is currently undertaking a 
PhD in Religious studies at Mongolia National 
University. Puje faithfully serves in many ministries 
throughout Mongolia.

The Gospel once again in Mongolia

After the communist regime, Mongolians are 
searching for their roots and identity by studying 
the religious rites, customs and the traditional 
lifestyle of their ancestors. This has led to a rise 
in traditional religions including mahayana 
buddhism and shamanism.
Puje is a passionate theological educator and 
experienced Church planter. During his time in 
Australia, Puje will discuss the opportunities and 
challenges when preaching the gospel in the 
Mongolian context. Join us to be inspired by Puje’s 
story of training pastors with the capacity to lead 
the new church of Mongolia.

We are blessed as an organisation to have valuable input from so many men and women of faith from 
around the world, men and women who experience the gospel in unique and wonderful ways, being 
shaped and moulded by His Word as they live out their lives in various contexts.

In this Prayer Alert we invite you to be encouraged by theological leaders in our partner bible colleges 
as they discuss how the lives of three Old Testament heroes of faith, Abraham, Moses and David, have 
influenced and shaped their personal journeys and their ministries.

Through these insights we gain a greater understanding of the challenges that our brothers and sisters in 
Christ face as they live out their faith in their own communities and contexts. In a world with such a vast 
array of cultures, it is wonderful to hear of the power and impact of God’s Word in every corner of the earth.

The work of OCA and the support that we receive from the individuals, churches and others around us has 
a firm foundation in the heart-softening, life-changing and culture-crossing work of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ.

PERTH, WA TUESDAY 25TH OCT 
Davvero! Caffe e Cucina 
Floreat Forum Shopping Centre,  
1 Howtree Place, Floreat

NEWCASTLE, NSW THURSDAY 27TH OCT 
Lake Macquarie Yacht Club - 1 Ada St, Belmont

CENTRAL COAST, NSW FRIDAY 28TH OCT 
The Point Restaurant & Japanese Gardens 
36 Webb Street, East Gosford

BRISBANE, QLD SATURDAY 29TH OCT 
Urbane Restaurant - 181 Mary St, Brisbane City

SOUTH COAST NSW *WEDNESDAY 2ND NOV 
The home of Bill and Philippa Blomfield 
149 Cabbage Tree Lane, Mount Pleasant 

SYDNEY, NSW FRIDAY 4TH NOV 
Eden Gardens 
307 Lane Cove Road, Macquarie Park 

MELBOURNE, VIC SATURDAY 5TH NOVEMBER 
QPO - 186 High Street, Cnr Crotham Road, Kew 

Cost is $65 per person, or $60 per person for groups  
of 6 or more.
* South Coast dinner is $30 per person.

ALL DINNERS COMMENCE AT 6.45PM FOR 7PM.
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thanksgiving
1st to 11th SEPTEMBER 2016

SPONSORSHIP FOR LEADERS IN TRAINING
Through the year 83 supported students graduated, and sponsors supported new students. 217 students were 
supported consistently across the year through the generosity of 129 sponsors. Nearly $420,000 was raised to 
support students undertaking theological and biblical studies over the 2015/16 year.

SUPPORT FOR BIBLE COLLEGE FACULTY MEMBERS
OCA identified that one of the best ways to improve the quality of teaching in our partner colleges is to help 
faculty members lift their qualifications through high quality training. We provided study grants to 10 faculty 
members from Bible colleges in Asia and a further 12 throughout the Pacific. Over $160,000 was given in the last 
quarter, and nearly $250,000 for the whole year to support key faculty members at partner bible colleges.

COLLEGE INFRASTRUCTURE
At any one time we have 20 - 30 projects that we are seeking funds for and supporting. In the last quarter 
supporters contributed to 26 projects including a few at Allahabad Bible Seminary in India, following the visit 
of our speaker, Johny Matthew. We raised $62,000 towards a new dormitory at Hanoi Bible college in Vietnam. 
We were pleased also to receive $16,000 towards support for libraries in the China for the bible colleges of the 
unregistered churches. In total we received nearly $400,000 in the last quarter.

We give thanks to the Lord for all the good that we can do together in the Lord's service.

PLEASE PRAY
Father in Heaven, all things belong to you and all things come from you. We give you great thanks for your 
generosity which is reflected in the hearts of your people in Australia. We pray that those who have been 
blessed through the kindness of your people would understand your goodness and love for them, that this will 
enlarge their faith, increase in joy and they will rejoice before you.

The Levites (as well as offering sacrifices and organising the 
temple) were also to stand every morning to thank and praise 
the Lord. They were to do the same in the evening…
1 CHRON 23:30

We are grateful for all the ministry that was made possible through OCA supporters in the past year. We all work 
hard, but we also ‘thank and praise the Lord’.

Gulnaz, Naushad and their children, who are currently supported by OCA  
to complete their Master of Theology and Master of Divinity at AGST in Manila. 
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The PNG Connection Tour is a great 
opportunity to see the work of OCA 
supporting PNG's leading evangelical 
college at the Port Moresby Centre and the 
main campus in Banz.

Enjoy the safe and relaxing campus of 
CLTC. You will meet with students and 
faculty from around the Pacific, and see the 
college's farm in operation.

DATES
MONDAY 14TH TO  
FRIDAY 18TH NOVEMBER 2016
COSTS $2,300 (ALL INCLUSIVE)
OCA Connection Tours are a great 
opportunity to meet local church and college 
leaders, understand the unique mission 
environment of the college, and to spend 
quality time with students and faculty.

TO FIND OUT MORE PLEASE 
CONTACT US ON  1300 889 593

VISIT PAPUA NEW GUINEA THIS NOVEMBER

Also, please contact our 
office to show expressions of 
interest for Connection Tours 
to India in February 2017, and 
Africa in 2017.

lanka bible college sri lanka By Lal Senanayake

men wept aloud until they had no strength left to weep." 
What a tragedy! How discouraged they must have 
been! David’s men started to turn against him, they 
rejected David’s leadership. How could he go on? How 
could he stay on the course? How could he persevere? 
There was no one to encourage him, no therapist, no 
counselor and no friend.
“But David found strength in his God.” 1 Samuel 30: 6. 
In this critical moment, David realised a fundamental 
truth—He needs to lead himself before he can lead 
anybody else. Unless he, David, stays the course, 
endures hardship and perseveres, he would not 
be able to lead his team. He would not be able to 
rescue all the families who were taken captive. 
David’s response is to turn to God for his strength and 
comfort.
We face similar challenges in our lives and ministries. 
We can learn from David, who found strength in the 
Lord in the face of life’s most challenging situations.

We live in difficult times; conditions of life are 
challenging, harsh and dangerous for many here in 
Sri Lanka and for many in other parts of the world. 
The courage and perseverance demonstrated by the 
biblical figure David is an anchor for our hope and 
faith in the midst of the most fierce of circumstances.
In Sri Lanka there is an ancient story in which there 
is a saying, “marana thunak ethi minisek Peni Keya.”  
The meaning of this saying is: ‘a man who was facing 
death from three sources began to eat honey and 
enjoyed the experience.’ This story informs us about 
how one should behave, and what kind of attitudes 
one should adopt in the face of adversity. King David’s 
experience teaches us the secret of finding strength in 
God, to keep pressing on in life and ministry when the 
world around us appears to be in turmoil and ruin.
After being rejected by the Philistines, David returns 
to his village to find it destroyed and his family taken 
captive.  In 1 Samuel 30: 4 we see that "David and his 

THE COURAGE AND PERSEVERANCE OF KING DAVID

PLEASE PRAY
Almighty God, thank you for your word 
which brings wisdom and encouragement 
to all who look to it. We bring before you 
your people in Sri Lanka, would you remind 
them daily of your power and steadfast 
love. Lord, may you give students studying 
at Lanka Bible College courage to stay on 
the course you have laid before them, and 
perseverance to endure the hardships, ever 
fixing their eyes on you for their strength 
and comfort.

12th to 18th SEPTEMBER 2016
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26th SEPTEMBER to 2nd OCTOBER 2016

The life of Abraham as depicted in Hebrews 11 
represents a practical guide for the pursuit of a life 
of faith. Abraham’s faith is actualised in the ordinary 
circumstances of a life beset by obstacles and 
challenges. The exceptional quality of Abraham’s faith 
is that he only need to accept that God's promise would 
be fulfilled. Abraham is recognised as “the father 
of the faithful”. His journey of faithfully wrestling 
with and pursuing God's promise is a template to all 
who would seek God's promise. Many circumstances 
arose and existed that would appear to conspire 
against the practical fulfillment of God's promise to 
Abraham. For example, Sarah his wife was not only 
barren but also well advanced in years. Then God calls 
Abraham to jeopardize the fulfillment of the promise 
by demanding the sacrifice of Isaac. Nevertheless, 
Abraham remains steadfast and realises the promises 
of God through the act of exemplary faithfulness.
The climax of God’s call to Abraham was “to become 
a father of many nations.” This invitation is the nexus 
between faith and salvation and resonates clearly 
for the Africans. Africa is a patriarchal society where 
the father figure plays a significant role in life of the 
family. For the many orphan and fatherless children 
here in Kenya and many other places in Africa, 
Abraham’s fatherhood provides these children and 
other marginalized groups with a sense of belonging 
and inclusion. Consequently, the God of Abraham is 
seen as a down to earth God who is transcendent as 
well as immanent. Like a good father, God is reliable 
and trustworthy in keeping and fulfilling His promises.
Faith to an African must rest on something 

secure, something real. Abraham’s example is an 
encouragement to Africans to live by faith in spite 
of the challenges they face in their lives. The context 
and circumstances of Abraham’s life resonate with the 
contemporary African. Abraham looked forward to 
something more permanent than the immediacy of 
worldly possessions. He is persuaded to rely on God's 
promise. As children of the ‘father of faith’ we too are 
encouraged to rely on and trust in God’s providence. 
Christians in Africa encounter situations that may 
tempt them to compromise their faith in Christ, but 
the faith of Abraham acts as a beacon of hope. God 
is able to fulfill his promises in the face of poverty, 
hunger, disease, insecurity, oppression and political 
uncertainty. We see God intervening and transforming 
Abraham to be a figure of exceptional faith. Abraham 
could have turned his back on God’s promises, because 
of the obvious impossibilities. On the contrary, his 
readiness to believe and live in accordance with God’s 
Word is transformative.
God comes to Abraham, wills, speaks, acts and feels 
in a manner that is in concord with African relational 
dynamism. His personal presence as part of His divine 
will so expressly illuminates Christianity in Africa. 
The fellowship that the sovereign, personal God 
establishes with Abraham is the most basic element 
of His revelation to an African Christian.  Abraham’s 
narrative illustrates an attractive picture of the effects 
of the Word of God in people’s lives once they choose to 
act upon it by faith. This episode shows the possibility 
as well as the importance of walking with God in the 
journey of life. Abraham is a beacon of hope in Africa.

carlile college  kenya  By Rev Capt Barack Olouch

PLEASE PRAY
We give you praise Lord, for your children in Africa who look to you as their father their truth and their path. We ask 
that you would guide and strengthen your Church in that nation. Give wisdom to church leaders as they minister to 
families affected by AIDS and in conflict areas and refugee camps in Kenya and elsewhere. May you be seen as the 
father to the fatherless through their ministry.

Hebrews 11:8-11 New International Version

By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though 
he did not know where he was going. By faith he made his home in the Promised Land like a stranger in a foreign country; 
he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he was looking forward to the 
city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. And by faith even Sarah, who was past childbearing age, was 
enabled to bear children because she considered him faithful who had made the promise.

To become a father  
of many nations.  
The concept becomes 
relevant to many 
African children born 
of single mothers 
or children whose 
parents have died 
from various illnesses.

ABRAHAM’S FAITH AS A BEACON OF HOPE TO AN AFRICAN CHRISTIAN 

PLEASE PRAY Father of all nations, you know and love each of us intimately and you are the provider of all that 
we need. We thank you for providing a beacon of hope for your church in Africa, for the fatherless, orphaned and 
the lost.

19th to 25th SEPTEMBER 2016
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10th to 16th OCTOBER 2016 

Pharaoh repeatedly denied the request and made the 
task of brick making harder for the Israelites, Moses 
trusted God for what He promised – deliverance of 
God’s people.  How many times do we give up on 
something, even when we know the Lord promised? If 
the leader gives up, why shouldn’t the people?

2. PATIENT IN ADMINISTRATION:   
It is very interesting to read in the Bible the stories 
of God’s people as told in the accounts of Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy in the order 
that they occurred. When we read these stories 
chronologically, one thing stands out: the people 
complained again and again and again. As a leader, 
Moses was patient with the people.  He patiently 
stayed with the people and led them for forty years 
despite their complaints about food, water, having 
a better life in Egypt, making a God for themselves 
and wanting a new leader.  He patiently stayed on 
the course to which God had called him.  How many 
leaders are able to patiently withstand the opposition 
and trials they face in leading their congregation or 
seminary?  

3. PLIANT IN ADMONITION:   
Even though Moses led the people well, he recognised 
his limitations and he learned from older, wiser 
people.  One of those people was his father-in-law, 
Jethro.  Jethro recognised that Moses was inundated 
with the disputes of the people – Moses handled all 
the disputes of all the Israelites (Exodus 18:13-16).  
Jethro saw this wasn’t good for Moses or the people 
and encouraged him to delegate to able men who 
could help handle the disputes (Exodus 18:17-23). 
What Exodus 18:24 says is important, “Moses listened 
to his father-in-law and did all that he said.”  Moses 
listened, discerned, considered, and applied the 
suggestion he had been given.  Do we have leaders 

in our society who are willing to learn from fellow 
workers or subordinates? 

In evaluating the leadership role of Moses under God’s 
apprenticeship, we can see Moses was Persistent, 
Patient and Pliant.   These days leadership is counted 
in terms of Power, Position and Privilege.  Leaders 
are not willing to learn from their subordinates.  
Sometimes leaders are not persistent and patient in 
realising their God given goals and visions.  Moses’ 
example reminds us of the leadership qualities that 
contemporary leaders would do well to develop in 
themselves; persistent in their approach, patient in 
their administration and pliant in their leadership.

Moses, a foundling drawn from water of the Nile River 
by Pharaoh's daughter, was then raised and educated 
in Pharaoh’s Royal household. Later, he fled the land 
Egypt to go to Midian.  The first two chapters of the 
Book of Exodus narrate this history in detail. 

Moses was Israel’s leader who led them out of Egypt 
amid oppression and slavery at the hands of Pharaoh. 
God appears to Moses and explains to him that He will 
bring God’s people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt 
(Exodus 3:10).  Moses tells God the reasons why he 
couldn’t possibly lead the children of Israel out of 
Egypt.  The Lord wouldn’t hear of it, and moulded 
Moses into a great leader of Israel.  There are several 
lessons that we can learn from Moses’ life regarding 
the leadership abilities he obtained under God’s 
apprenticeship.

1. PERSISTENT IN APPROACH:   
Moses continued to go before Pharaoh and 
persistently seeks the release of the Israelites (Exodus 
5).  Despite the magic tricks of Pharaoh's magicians, 
Moses continued to make his way into Pharaoh's 
presence and ask for the Israelites’ release.  Though 

*Rev S Duraiswamy serves as the Academic Dean of Madras Theological Seminary and College, Chennai as well as teaching Old 
Testament courses.  He was sponsored by OCA though his master's degree and now in his doctorate.

PLEASE PRAY
Dear Lord, we ask that leaders throughout the world might learn from Moses, that their value would 
not be measured by power, position or privilege. We pray that you would turn all of our hearts towards 
persistency, patient administration and when we are admonished, help us to patient to reflect the 
humility you require of your servants.

 

PLEASE PRAY
Lord, we thank you for the example of good leadership that you provide in Moses, and for the lessons that 
we can learn from him. We thank you for Christian leaders in Madras who are continuing to seek your will 
and learn how to better serve you and your people.

madras theological seminary  
and college india  By Rev S Duraiswamy*

MOSES, THE LEADER UNDER GOD’S APPRENTICESHIP

Moses seeking the release of the Israelites

3rd to 9th OCTOBER 2016 

In many Indian 
cultures, due 
to the power 
structures accepting 
admonition, or 
even advice from 
subordinates, is 
counter-cultural. 



The one belief that set Israel apart from the 
surrounding nations more than any other was 
monotheism. This belief, while found throughout 
God’s Word, was consolidated and codified in 
the teachings of Moses. The first passage of the 
Torah memorized by a Jewish child is the Shema 
(confession of faith) which states “Hear, O Israel: The 
LORD our God, the LORD is one.” (Deut. 6:4). The first 
of the Ten Commandments is,“You shall have no other 
gods before me” (Ex. 20:3). In Exodus 34:14, God says 
“You shall worship no other god, for the LORD, whose 
name is Jealous is a jealous God.” 

During the Exodus narrative, the ten plagues 
demonstrate Yahweh’s supremacy over the false gods 
of Egypt. As Israel is approaching the Promised Land, 
they are commanded to destroy the idols, altars and 
high places of the pagan religions. They were not 
to make a covenant or intermarry with the pagan 
nations lest “they would turn away your sons from 
following me, to serve other gods” (Deut. 7:1-5). This 
theme of monotheism permeates Moses’ teachings 
from beginning to end.

At that time, Moses' theology was counter-cultural. 
The land of Egypt where the Hebrews had been 
living for 400 years was a polytheistic culture. They 
made a god for everything, the sun, the moon, the 
Nile, even Pharaoh was a god to them. The land 
of Canaan, which Israel was going into, was also a 
polytheistic culture. They worshipped many gods like 
Baal, Asherah and Dagon. But in the midst of all these 
polytheistic cultures, Israel was to be monotheistic. 
They worshipped only one God: Yahweh, the one true 
God. They were not to conform to the cultures around 
them, but they were set apart for spiritual fidelity.

MOSES AND MONOTHEISM 
In Namibia today, one of the strongest 
temptations against spiritual fidelity is 
syncretism. Syncretism is the amalgamation or 
attempted amalgamation of different belief systems, 
cultures or schools of thought. Many people who 
believe in African Traditional Religions (ATR) hear 
about Jesus and then attempt to integrate him into 
the belief system they are familiar with or adhere 
to. Rather than abandoning their old beliefs and 
converting wholly to Christianity, they maintain 
their ATR worldview and apply Christ as an external 
veneer. Thus you have people going to church on 
Sunday and consulting the ancestors at the holy fire 
about a marriage on Monday. People will pray to 
Jesus and seek wisdom from their other ancestors, 
wear traditional beads or tokens to ward off evil 
spirits as well as a cross around their necks as another 
level of protection. Christ becomes another god in the 
pantheon of traditional beliefs and religious practices 
and rituals. They are not being faithful to God alone! 
They have not abandoned their traditional beliefs. 
This equates to a spiritual polygamy, simply adding 
another wife to the ones you already have. Syncretism 
is not spiritual fidelity.

One seminary student named Samuel explained to me 
how this dynamic plays out in his family. Traditionally 
Herero (indigenous Namibian) grandfathers name 
their grandchildren and that ceremony and blessing 
takes place at the holy fire in consultation with the 
ancestors. When Samuel’s son was born, Samuel’s 
father said he would not name the child unless 
they brought him to the holy fire. Samuel said to his 
father; “So be it, I’ll name my own children.” Samuel 
challenged the cultural norm and stood against 

spiritual syncretism. When Samuel turned to Christ 
that meant leaving all the old practices behind, 
abandoning the traditional family, cultural and 
religious values and practices. 

We may not be carving wooden idols and bowing 
down to them, but Moses’ emphasis on monotheism 
and spiritual fidelity to the one true God is still 
very applicable to today. May we too follow Moses’ 
exhortation to spiritual fidelity, putting away our 
false beliefs and trusting God through Christ alone.

namibia evangelical theological 
seminary namibia By Michael Knight

PLEASE PRAY
Our Lord and Saviour, you alone are God. Thank 
you for the teachings of Moses which focus us 
on spiritual fidelity and cause us to question 
false beliefs. We pray for those in Namibia and 
greater Africa who still live in fear and servitude 
to African Traditional Religions. We ask that you 
would continue to give strength and courage 
to your people in Namibia and that you would 
guide and protect them.11 12

17th to 23rd OCTOBER 2016
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south asia institute for advanced 
christian studies india By Arputharaj S, faculty member 

In the Bible Abraham is called the father of the faithful 
(Rom 4:11f) and the friend of God (Jas 2:23). In Islam 
he is Khalilu ‘llah, the friend of God. The Quran treats 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam as Millat Ibrahim, 
which means the religion of Abraham (Q 2:130ff). 
Abraham’s life continues to speak to us in many ways.

In the Quran, Abraham is said to pray for his father 
and that his prayer was not heard (Q 9:114). (Islamic 
tradition says much the same for the prophet of Islam.) 
In contrast, the Bible testifies to how God answered 
Abraham’s prayers. Wherever he went, he built an altar 
for God, and prayed for the people irrespective of their 
beliefs and deeds.

Undoubtedly, we are living in a world that needs our 
prayer. Are we not supposed to stand in the gap and 
act boldly, like Abraham? This is one of the things 
that the SAIACS Centre for Islamic Studies promotes. 
Through special events, we are urging Christians to 
pray for the world’s most unreached people group.

Abraham is known for his submission. Abraham held 
fast to God's promise, his singular intention was 
founded on the belief that "God had power to do what 
he had promised" (Rom 4:21). This led him to believe 
and to act in faith. In Islam, Abraham’s purpose and 
mission throughout his life is said to be proclaiming 
the one true God.

As Christians are we willing to submit to God and 
strive to do this on a daily basis? It is tempting to lose 
ourselves in the things that demand our attention and 
focus and to choose distractions above submission. 
Jesus said, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers 
are few" (Lk 10:2). Proclamation of the gospel is 

commanded by our Lord Jesus Christ.

In India and at SAIACS we see the need for our prayers 
and action. Many Muslims haven’t rejected the Gospel, 
they simply have never heard it. Of the 60,000 Indian 
Christian missionaries only 500 focus on Muslims. 
SAIACS Centre for Islamic Studies prayerfully works 
towards inspiring and training more people to reach 
the most unreached people group in India and South 
Asia. 

What can you do in this mission? If you are Christ's, 
then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to 
the promise (Gal 3.29).

India has approximately 150 million Muslims. SAIACS has  
a special centre for the study of Islam and to explore how  

Christians can effictively witness to Muslims.

THE WAY OF ABRAHAM

PLEASE PRAY
Lord, we thank you for the work of 
SAIACS and their heart for the unreached 
Muslims in India. May you give your 
servants in India increasing love for their 
Muslim neighbours. We pray that they 
would continue to look to your word for 
guidance and for encouragement, so 
that your name may be made great in 
India.  

 INDIA HAS AROUND 150 MILLION 
MUSLIMS AND SAIACS HAS A 
SPECIAL CENTRE FOR STUDYING 
THAT FAITH AND CHRISTIAN 
WITNESS TO MUSLIMS.

24th to 30th OCTOBER 2016
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As you may have been aware, education has never 
been more important than today, both for the general 
community and for Christians. Nowadays in Cambodia 
enormous opportunities exist for all Christians to assist 
with, as well as to cultivate, educational opportunities 
both directly and indirectly. Through Christian 
institutions the lives of many young people are shaped 
and transformed. We always praise God for his grace, 
especially for opening the gate of Cambodia for the 
Gospel to penetrate into the hearts of Cambodian 
people through many ways. Remarkably through 
educational institutions like Phnom Penh Bible School 
(PPBS), we can fulfil his Great Commission (Matthew 
28:18-20), through education which is one of the most 
fundamental aspects of church life.

In the Old Testament, the purpose of teaching was 
that Israel might learn to obey God’s law so that 
their distinctive position as the people of God would 
be evident and God would be glorified. The book of 
Deuteronomy, for example, repeatedly makes this 
point. In Deuteronomy 4:5-10, Moses proclaims the 
importance of discipleship, teaching people to obey.

Here Moses was concerned that the generations to 
follow would be taught what he was teaching to the 
people; this communication involved memory and 
observance. However, to teach and share knowledge 
was not enough; the people had to “follow them” (vv.1, 
5, 13-14) and “observe them carefully” (v.6), which 
means that active obedience was essential to the 
teaching of the decrees.

One of the reasons why PPBS exists is be a school that 
seeks to faithfully teach the Word of God with sound 
doctrines. We also work hard to teach students to 
become actively obedient. Through the ministry of 
teaching and preaching of His Word, and with a strong 
desire, we want to see the impact of our graduates on 
the local churches. Therefore, we pray and hope that 
God would guide all graduating students to be His 
faithful witness for the sake of His Kingdom.

phnom penh bible school cambodia
By Vuthy San, Principal

TEACH TO OBEY

We also work hard to teach students to  
become actively obedient, through the ministry 

of teaching and preaching of His Word...

PLEASE PRAY

God of all things, you alone are 
worthy of all praise, honour and 
glory. We bring before you your 
church in Phnom Penh and the 
students and faculty of Phnom 
Penh Bible School. We ask that 
you would continue to bless the 
teachings here and that your people 
would increasingly learn to live in 
obedience to you. Thank you for the 
faithful hearts of leaders at PPBS.

Phnom Penh Bible College

31st OCTOBER to 6th NOVEMBER 2016
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carried out one major aid trip wherein they provided 
125 children with bags containing enough food and 
hygiene products to provide for one family for a month. 
This project not only provides some relief to the refugees 
in surrounding camps, but also gives the students at 
ABTS a wonderful opportunity to minister to children 
and families in need and to regularly put into practice 
core elements of their study. 

In response to the care trips a team member from Heart 
for Lebanon said “All day long, the children in tents hear 
the TV which their parents set to the Syrian opposition 
channel. They hear of death, war and destruction on 
TV. The ministry of the ABTS students is their only 
opportunity to hear about love, and about hope – 
both of which are lacking for these people. I did not 
understand the impact of your children's ministry until 
the parents and children asked me, during our regular 
visitations, ‘when is the next time when the children 
activity will take place?’”

Our prayers remain with ABTS as they continue to strive 
to bless their surrounding communities with love and 
hope.

With their nation torn by war, filled with the pain of loss 
and heavy with the burden of grief, Syrians continue 
to spread throughout the Middle East and Europe in 
search of safety and new beginnings. In Lebanon itself, 
where our key Middle East partner college Arab Baptist 
Theological Seminary is located, 1 in 5 people are now 
Syrian refugees, numbering to over 1 million people.

Throughout the past academic year OCA has supported 
ABTS in a project providing aid to Syrian Refugees in 
Lebanon. ABTS, in partnership with other existing 
aid organisations such as Heart for Lebanon, has 
incorporated compassionate care trips into their course 
structure. These compassionate care trips have two main 
elements. The first is to provide immediate aid relief 
through the gifting of care packages filled with food 
and hygiene products. The second is to demonstrate 
love and hope to the refugees through the organisation 
of activities and programs designed particularly for the 
families in these communities.

Since October last year ABTS has conducted 8 such care 
trips, engaging with approximately 300 children each 
trip, playing games and inspiring an environment of 
joy despite difficult situations. The seminary has also 

PLEASE PRAY  Heavenly Father, you are Lord of peace and justice. We know all things are in your hands.  
We give you praise for your people in Lebanon who are bringing love and hope to the displaced communities 
around them. We ask that you would bless their work in the refugee camps and that your hand would protect 
them. We ask that you would bring peace to the Middle East and an end to the pain and suffering in that place.

Syrian refugee families hear of death, war and destruction on TV. 
The ministry of students from Arab Baptist Theological School is 

their only opportunity to hear about love, and about hope...

special project update
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In the Middle East in general and in Lebanon in 
particular, coexistence is an intrinsic paradigm of life. 
Christians and Muslims work hard to live peacefully in 
a shared country. Understanding and acknowledging 
points of commonality is a helpful technique when 
evangelising someone from a different religious 
background. The Prophet Abraham is, according to 
Muslims, the friend of God and the father of prophets; 
no one can claim to be a true Muslim believer and deny 
Abraham and his descendant Muhammad the prophet 
of Islam from Ishmael.

In my country religious affiliation plays a key role in 
identifying human beings. Many people with Muslim 
heritage are challenging their religious affiliation by 
becoming followers of Jesus Christ. Abraham, as a 
prominent figure in Christianity and Islamic teachings, 
exemplifies what it really means to be obedient and 
faithful; his obedience to God’s plan is a lesson for 
those of us who live in the Middle East. Abraham 
obeyed God by journeying into the unknown and then 
demonstrating his willingness to trust God when called 
to offer his son as a sacrifice.

From the days of Abraham until this very moment, 
uncertainty and instability in life and fortune is a 
unique characteristic of the Middle Eastern experience. 
Challenging questions arise out of Abraham’s story 
and his devout obedience, how do we as believers 
from all nations, stay and serve those people who 
are seeking refuge and support from the brutality, 

trauma and abandonment of their former homes, 
villages and cities. How do we hold firm in the midst 
of the instability and danger that surrounds us? These 
are troubling times and the impetus towards self-
preservation and stability is compelling.

By looking at Abraham’s life and the missional nature 
of the Abrahamic covenant, we learn that walking 
with God faithfully means not having control over the 
different aspects of our lives but simply trusting God. It 
would be understandable to abandon our calling in the 
midst of such difficult and challenging circumstances. 
However, this is not the standard for those who have 
decided to live according to God’s plan in which security 
is not dependent on the socio-political stability of a 
certain geographical area, but rather on the veracity 
of God’s word and promise. Abraham’s obedience 
stemmed from his trust in the Lord and not from his 
own evaluation of the circumstances.

Today God is revealing Himself to many nations in the 
Middle East through His church. Is it time to relocate? Is 
it time to secure jobs and houses? In their quest for real 
peace, people from diverse and varied backgrounds are 
knocking on the door of the church. Those who were 
once rooted in their religious convictions and identity, 
who were unreachable, are today standing at the door 
of the church asking about the real God. Abraham in his 
acts of obedience and faith has set a great example for 
the church in the Middle East for a time such as now.

arab baptist theological seminary 
lebanon By Walid Zailaa   

 LESSONS LEARNED FROM ABRAHAM

PLEASE PRAY
Great God, we are so often called into the unknown, the irresolute and the chaotic. We thank you, Lord, that in times of 
uncertainty we can be sure that you have gone before, come alongside and follow behind. We pray that at this time you 
will continue to use your church in Lebanon. Give them great love and wisdom for those who are standing at your door 
knocking. We pray this in your powerful name, Amen.

14th to 21st NOVEMBER 201614th to 21st NOVEMBER 2016
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students seeking sponsorship
MOLIZAW
College: Myanmar Evangelical Graduate School of Theology

Course: Master of Theology

Molizaw was raised in a Christian family and has served in Sunday 
school and children’s ministry.  As part of her college obligations 
Molizaw also serves in an orphanage. After completing her studies, 
Molizaw seeks to become a Bible College lecturer and evangelist.

AROF JOSEPH
College: Zarephath Bible Seminary, Pakistan

Course: Bachelor of Theology

Arof was raised in a Christian family. After working as a church 
accountant, Arif became interested in serving in full time ministry. His 
pastor granted permission for Arif to study at ZBS. After completing his 
studies, Arif will serve as a youth pastor and evangelist.

YASAROTONAFO HAREFA
College: Tyrannus Bible Institute, Indonesia

Course: Master of Christian Leadership

Yasarotonafo was raised in a Christian family. Yasarotonafo completed 
a Bachelor of Theology to become a pastor in his local church and 
later returned to studies to upgrade his qualifications and experience 
for pastoral ministry. Yasarotonafo seeks to increase the biblical 
knowledge and leadership within his local church after he graduates.

UDARI NILUPULI
College: Lanka Bible 
College, Sri Lanka

Course: Diploma in 
Theology

Udari was raised in a 
Buddhist family and 
experienced many 
family problems. Her 
family came to Christ 
through a relative who 
invited the family to a 
prayer meeting. Udari is 
completing a Diploma in 
Theology at Lanka Bible 
College to be trained for 
full time ministry.

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION ON 
SPONSORING  
A STUDENT  
PLEASE CONTACT  
LINDA ON  
1300 889 593 

PLEASE PRAY  Lord we thank you for giving us your Holy Spirit who lives in us. We thank you for moving men 
and women throughout the world to seek to know and understand you more, and who desire to bring your 
Gospel of Good News to their communities, cities and nations.

22nd to 30th NOVEMBER 2016
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