LEADERS OF LEADERS - PART B

BIBLE COLLEGE PRINCIPALS TELL THEIR STORIES

Read the personal
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their story of faith and of
God’s faithfulness.
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BRISBANE, QLD
Saturday 5th September
Nook Café - 235 Sinnamon Rd, Jindalee

MELBOURNE, VIC
Friday 11th September
Hellenic Republic - 26 Cotham Rd, Kew

SYDNEY, NSW
Saturday 12th September
Curzon Hall - 53 Agincourt Road, Marsfield

NEWCASTLE, NSW
Thursday 17th September
Newcastle Yacht Club
9/91 Hannall Street, Wickham

CENTRAL COAST, NSW
Friday 18th September
The Boathouse Waterfront Restaurant
Brisbane Water Drive, Koolewong

PERTH, WA
Saturday 19th September
Bada Bing Café - 84 Rosewood Ave, Woodlands
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Cost is $65 per person,
or $60 per person for groups of 6 or more.
All dinners commence at 6.45pm for 7pm.

Introducing
Ashkenaz is Principal
of Zarephath Bible
Seminary, a leading
evangelical training
college located near
Islamabad in the
Islamic Republic of
Pakistan. Ashkenaz is
a visionary leader who
will inspire you as he
retells the story of the
church in Pakistan and
illuminates the complex theological and cultural reality for
Christians in Pakistan.
Zarephath Bible Seminary (ZBS) is located in the heart of the
city of Rawalpindi and offers diploma, bachelor and masters
level courses. ZBS was founded in 1983 as a cooperative of
seven mission and church groups and has grown to become
the second largest bible college in Pakistan. Students come
from all over the country, drawn to the college because of its
reputation for outwardly focussed ministry and the vision to
train leaders to serve and bless their community.
Join us to learn how Christian leaders are being trained to
meet the challenging demands of the church in Pakistan.

PLEASE REPLY BY FRIDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER
Email: samantha@overseascouncil.com.au or phone 1300 889 593.

Email office@overseascouncil.com.au
Phone 1300 889 593
Address 2/22 Pitt Street Parramatta NSW 2150
Web www.overseascouncil.com.au
Executive Director & Editor Rev Stuart Brooking
Design Rosie Wheeler, Cocoon Creative
Printing We are grateful for the contribution
of a supporter which covers the costs.

REFLECTIONS ON CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP FROM THE PAKISTANI PERSPECTIVE

Join us

WE WELCOME YOUR
LETTERS & COMMENTS!

executive director’s update
ANOTHER YEAR, ANOTHER $1.72 MILLION
In the 2014/2015 financial year it is encouraging to
report that our cash income was almost identical
to the previous year - $1.72 million. (The previous
year had an in kind donation of $15,000 worth of
theological books which gave us a much higher
overall income, being valued at $177,000.) The full
details of our ministry and the projects supported
will be detailed in our 2014/15 annual report which

will be out in a couple of months’ time. Given we had
a reduction in staff through the year this seemed
like a successful year. We were able to further reduce
our other costs as well so we could send a greater
percentage of donated funds overseas. The OCA team
are always grateful for the faithfulness and generosity
of our supporters and thank you for your partnership
in the ministry.

SPONSORSHIP
ASSISTANT
Do you have 3 to 4
hours a week?
We are looking for
a Sponsorship Assistant.
Call Linda 1300 889 593
for more information.

ABOVE KK Yeo (see page 5) Stuart Brooking and OC USA’s Regional Director for China, Percy Deng outside the new Department
of Philosophy and Religion at Peking University
FRONT COVER KK Yeo BACK COVER Tyrannus students at chapel
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1st to 6th SEPTEMBER 2015

thanksgiving for generosity
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We are grateful to our supporters for the funds given to support OCA’s partner Bible colleges
in the April - June quarter.

STUDENT SPONSORSHIPS
Donors contributed over $170,000 towards the direct
support of 219 Bible college students.

FACULTY STUDY GRANTS
Over $90,000 was contributed towards 21 of the faculty
members OCA is directly supporting to upgrade their
qualifications. These study grants benefited faculty
from the Pacific region, India, Zimbabwe, Myanmar,
Indonesia and Pakistan.

COLLEGE INFRASTRUCTURE
Over $430,000 was given towards projects in the last
quarter. This included nearly $80,000 towards five
projects at Allahabad Bible Seminary in India following
events with our recent speaker, Dr John Mathew.

$52,000 was given towards the upgrade of the Christian
Leaders’ Training College IT in PNG. Over $70,000 was
given to two projects in China at Peking University and
the Shenzhou commentary series. $99,000 was given
to three projects at Arab Baptist Theological Seminary
in Lebanon including the student programs to assist
Syrian refugees.

THE LAST FINANCIAL YEAR
Our accounts are still being audited and will be sent to
members in late October.

Travel with fellow OCA supporters; meet
extraordinary Christian leaders; gain deep spiritual
and mission insights.

The tour
MONDAY 15TH FEBRUARY TO
WEDNESDAY 24TH FEBRUARY

Travel through Vietnam visiting our Bible College
partners with Rev Stuart Brooking

the next step
Contact the OCA office to get details
on dates and prices from your city.

PLEASE PRAY
Praise to you Father for you bless us more
than we can imagine. We thank you for
our material wealth and the joy we have
in giving to your work around the world.
Please raise up strong leaders in each
country of your world.
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The formula

The dedication of the new mini-bus at Allahabad Bible
Seminary. Rev Baby Sigamony, who heads up the field
education is with some of the women students.

P 1300 889 593
E office@overseascouncil.com.au
W www.overseascouncil.com.au

coming up
MAURITIUS SEPT OR NOV 2016
INDIA
FEB 2017
REGISTER YOUR INTEREST NOW.
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7th to 13th SEPTEMBER 2015

dr kk yeo, director seed institute
PEKING UNIVERSITY & SHENZHOU BILE COMMENTARIES

ministry contexts entail then much is required of me to
discern how the Bible speaks to them.
The China project is always unsettling, given the
tight control and unpredictable nature of things.
Yet, students from the universities I work with often
respond to the changing policies in creative ways and
with a robust faith. They are the kind of ‘leaders in the
making’ that teach me, and encourage me to seek
their friendship. One such leader is Benjamin who was
previously a secondary school teacher. After attending
the Christian Studies program at Peking University he
matriculated with an MA degree. Knowing the value
of God’s word he felt the call to be a librarian in some
Christian setting. Determined to serve, he enrolled in
another MA program at the university, majoring in

library science. I said to him one day that I would like
to partner with him on a dream I have had - building
a specialist library in biblical studies in Beijing. He was
elated. He is very resourceful and has a lot of ideas. He
found out that a library-museum is probably the better
way to realise the dream in China. This has become a
new major project for SEED ministries. I have no doubt
that his ministry with us will succeed, because he is
“wise as serpents and innocent as doves” (Matthew
10:16).
As disciples of Christ, we want to be good stewards of
God’s gifts and timing in China, but also servant leaders
who share our calling with each other. We ask for your
continuous prayers.

PLEASE PRAY
Lord over every life, in whose service is perfect freedom, we thank you for the work you have done in KK’s life.
We thank you for the vision and competence you have given him for China. Bless his days as he stewards them
for you.
Chris Wright, K. K. Yeo, with the students

KK Yeo (left) and Benjamin in Cambridge visiting the iconic evangelical research centre, Tyndale House.

The China project is always unsettling, given the tight
control and unpredictable nature of things.
SERVANTHOOD AND STEWARDSHIP
I was born in a Confucianist family that valued
leadership. When I came to Christ I was soon involved
in key leadership positions in my secondary school and
my home church, but this was with the biblical concept
of servanthood and stewardship.
Servanthood means being empowered to delegate
God’s love, so that the community may be made whole.
This wholeness is according to the model of Jesus’
washing his disciples’ feet where the Lord became the
slave.
Stewardship means being resourced to share God’s

05 grace, so that more people benefit even from limited

resource. This type of resourcing is seen in Jesus feeding
of 5000 (Mark 6) where the loaves keep multiplying
whenever the church becomes the bread to the world.
Both servanthood and stewardship emphasise shared
power and team ministry.
My Bible college and seminary training were in area of
Biblical studies. It is satisfying to see how this formal
training has had such an impact on my own life of
discipleship and my understanding of team ministry.
The Bible is truly the book of life to me.
Teaching the Bible in a seminary is constantly refreshed
by the research and teaching process. As I interact with
my students discussing who they are and what their
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14th to 27th SEPTEMBER 2015

PLEASE PRAY

rev lal senanayika, principal

Our God you are good news to the greatest mind and the simplest heart. Please direct Lanka BCS to influence
first the church and then the nation of Sri Lanka. Strengthen the mission and bring your will on earth as it is in
heaven.

LANKA BIBLE COLLEGE AND SEMINARY, SRI LANKA
The greatest joy I have in the current ministry is to
see the holistic development of future Christian leaders.
I come from a traditional Buddhist background. Upon
hearing the Gospel, my life was completely changed.
The fact that the God of the universe loved me to the
extent of offering His own life to a cruel death on a cross
was beyond my understanding. I was overwhelmed.
Soon after my conversion experience I sensed the call
of God into ministry, but realised the need for training.
I was rejected by both family and my friends in society,
and was chased out of home and village. I joined the
church and began to help in ministry in whatever ways
I could. I realised that I needed formal training to be
equipped for meaningful ministry. I did self-studies
as much as I could. After ten years of struggle to get
into Bible College, I joined LBCS in 1985 but with lots
of financial difficulties.
Initially I was interested in the subjects that helped
to be an effective pastor. My intension was to be a
good pastor and help the church grow. My pastoral
ministry was very effective since I began to study. After
several years of study, I also served as a visiting faculty
member at LBCS. I left the church in 1994 and joined
LBCS fulltime.
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As I joined LBCS I was appointed as the registrar.
Thereafter, the Director of Training and then as the
Academic dean. During my deanship I realised the
need for development in the area of education and
curriculum. We conducted several faculty-training
programs. Eventually, I sensed the need for professional
training in the field of education. I was appointed as
the principal of LBCS in 2007 and in 2009 I joined the
modular program at Trinity International University in

Illinois to work on a PhD in Educational Studies which
I recently finished. The reason for seeking this training
program was to develop the education and training at
LBCS.
Along with my role at the college I serve on the
pastoral team at Lighthouse church which is one of the
leading churches in the city. The Christian church in Sri
Lanka serves under difficult conditions. It is financially
poor. It is facing strong opposition from majority
Buddhists—the so-called educated community. On
top of this the church remains theologically immature
and educationally weak. There is no real strategy
for reaching the educated outside the faith, nor for
nurturing the educated within the faith.
The greatest joy I have in the current ministry is to see
the holistic development of future Christian leaders,
which is a great need in the country. The church
has faced many problems because of the previous
unhelpful ways of doing ministry and training. I rejoice
because LBCS is instrumental in training young men
and women to take up these challenges.
Christian immaturity and lack of growth: spiritual;
social; emotional, and; intellectual, has caused
enormous problems in our mission field. Many
leaders have fallen prey to false teaching and cultic
movements which weakens our witness.
My prayer for the national church is that the Christian
leaders and the church as a community will continue
to grow and mature for the glory of God and that they
take education seriously in order to face the challenges
in the context.

Rev Lal Senanayika
with his wife
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28th SEPTEMBER to 11th OCTOBER 2015

dr david onesimou, principal
MADRAS BIBLE COLLEGE & SEMINARY, INDIA
I was born and brought up in a Baptist minister’s
family. When my mother was attending the Bible
class conducted by the missionaries, she came across
the name Onesimus and its meaning ‘useful’ from the
Philemon epistle. When I was born my mother gave
the name Onesimus to me and dedicated me for the
useful service of the Lord.
Though I was raised in the Christian atmosphere by
my parents, I did not accept the Lord Jesus Christ as
my Saviour in my life until I was studying in a secular
college and I had the privilege to attend the Christian
students’ retreat. In the conference, one of the speakers
spoke about Paul’s conversion based on I Tim 1:15. By
hearing this, I was convinced of the need to be saved
and I turned to Christ.
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purity.” The term Dalit is not a mere descriptive name
or title, but an expression of hope for the recovery of
their past identity. The struggle of these “outcastes”
has given the term dalit a positive meaning. The very
realisation of themselves as Dalit, the very acceptance
of the state of “dalitness,” is the first step on the way
towards their transformation into full and liberated
human beings.

After completion of my college studies, I used to assist
a senior pastor during the weekends. During those
days I often heard the voice of the Holy Spirit calling me
for the full time Christian ministry. After much prayer
I committed my life for the Lord’s ministry and joined
the then Madras Bible Seminary in 1978. Afterwards
I became a Pastor of one of the congregations of the
Evangelical Church of India (ECI). Later I was sent to
Korea for further studies; and I earned a Th.M degree in
the year 1987 from Seoul Theological Seminary as well
as a Diploma in Korean language (1985) from Yonsei
University. Later on again I went to Korea and earned
a PhD (2008) from the ACTS Seminary.

Among the total population of the Christians, ninety
percent of the Indian Christians are dalits. The church
leadership are with upper caste Christians. Dalit
Christians are treated in the church still at a low
level. More over dalit Christians are treated as twice
untouchables, that is, before their conversion and
after their conversion to Christianity. As I belong to
this community my association and experiences with
the suffering community has paved a way to have
this burden for working towards the upliftment of
the dalits who are subjugated by privileged people
in India. The rich contributions of Dalit theologians
during the last two decades for theologising in India
have been significant. There has been a growing
sensitivity in the theological world to understanding
theology from the people’s perspective. The realization
about the suffering of the dalits in India made me to
look for alternatives for their development. That is the
reason I did deep study on Dalit Theology in my M.Th
and Ph.D level.

Dalit liberation was my field of research. Dalits
are the people treated as untouchable, unseeable
and unapproachable in Indian society. Dalits who
constitute almost 20% of the Indian population (over
200 million), were considered untouchables as a result
of the Hindu understanding of “ritual pollution and

Madras Theological Seminary & College is a theological
institution which gives prime importance to weekend
ministries. We have trained and sent thousands of
pastors, missionaries and evangelists who are serving
in every nook and corner of India. All of our seminary
students are involved in planting new congregations

and strengthening the existing local churches in more
than 40 places. They go for the weekend as small
groups and get involved in propagating the gospel of
Jesus Christ through street preaching, dawn preaching,
tract distribution, children ministry, village ministry,
etc. There are oppositions, persecution to their
evangelistic work; and some have been beaten by the
Hindu fanatics during the camp ministries. There are
also situations where students were chased away from
the local villages for propagating the loving message
of Jesus Christ.

PLEASE PRAY

David translating for a Korean pastor at a conference,
and officiating at a MTS&C graduation.

Lord of lords in India, bring the justice and peace of the Messiah to all people in that land we pray. Please
empower the message of the Messiah to work through the students at MBCS to uplift many in the lives and
worship.

Graduation
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12th to 18th OCTOBER 2015

Rev Simon Gilham talking with students at a Word Alive Conference at NETS

rev simon gilham, principal
NAMIBIA EVANGELICAL THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, NAMIBIA.
And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses
entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others. 2 Tim. 2:2
I am an Australian who has been living and working
at Namibia Evangelical Theological Seminary (NETS)
for the last 8 years. I grew up in a Christian home but
was converted in my twenties when working as a
policeman in Sydney. Soon after giving my life to the
Lord Jesus, I was struck by the need to live as a faithful
disciple of his, using all that he had given me for his
glory. For me I felt convicted that this meant that I
should spend my life telling others about Jesus, and
giving myself to the teaching of God’s Word. I trained
at Moore College and then went into full-time ministry
with the Anglican Church in the Upper Hunter and
later in planting an independent evangelical church in
Maitland. Over time I became more and more aware
of the riches that Christians in Australia enjoy in terms
of training for ministry, especially in comparison with
other parts of the world.
I came to Namibia with a passion for teaching the
Bible and equipping Christian men and women for
ministry. I love teaching and interacting with students
at NETS and watching ‘the lights go on’ as they come
to understand the Word of God and its implications for
their lives. I am also firmly committed to local church
fellowship and ministry and have been involved in
leading a church plant in a new area of the city over
the last year. A NETS graduate is pastoring the church
and I share the preaching responsibilities with him.
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I have been the Acting Principal at NETS since 2012.
We have 30 staff from nine nations and many more
cultural backgrounds working in different capacities
and I see the main function of my role as Principal,
to enable and support their ministries. Leading and

managing sensitively and appropriately in such a
diverse group is my greatest challenge, but one that
often results in my greatest joys. From day to day my
work may involve finance and planning and building
projects and logistics and administration, but it all
serves to facilitate the equipping of God’s people for
ministry.
I am preparing to leave Namibia with my family at the
end of this year. [Simon will take up teaching Missions
at Moore College in 2016.] We have been trying to find
a Namibian to take over the Principal’s role for five
years now, but have not identified a suitable candidate
yet. NETS is committed to identifying and investing in
students and graduates from whom such candidates
could emerge, but this is a long-term project. We’d love
you to join us in prayer for this.
Amidst the joys and challenges I keep coming back to
the verse that was so instrumental in us coming “And
the things you have heard me say in the presence of
many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will
also be qualified to teach others.” (2 Tim. 2:2).

PLEASE PRAY
Gracious Father, you want the church in Namibia
to be strong. We thank you for the work of NETS
which helps to train up more and more leaders.
Please help the college as they seek to appoint a
replacement for Simon and be with the Gillham
family as they return to Australia and readjust.
Library study group at NETS

12

19th to 25th OCTOBER 2015

dr kerawalo (alo) lohe, principal
MAURITIAN BIBLE TRAINING INSTITUTE, MAURITIUS

PLEASE PRAY
Transforming God thank you for your work in Alo taking him from his former life to faith in Christ and to
being a leader of leaders in Mauritius. Bless his new ministry as he adjusts to a new country and context
and please grow the college’s impact in the western Indian Ocean for your sake.

I am passionate about sharing Christ with those who do not know Him yet.
Since we come from India, our family’s particular focus is on Hindus.
I was privileged to be born into the first Christian home
in a small village in India. I was proud to be a part of
the rich Christian heritage that my family enjoyed in
my village. As I grew up, however, I completely gave up
on church activities, and I chose a path of life that was
filled with anger, lust, hatred, bitterness, jealousy and
worldly pleasures. All of these finally made me a petty
thief. I just couldn’t recognise the fact that I was living
a hopeless, purposeless and meaningless life. I didn’t
know I was completely lost without Jesus Christ!
At a time of deep frustration and agony, God spoke to me
through His Spirit and delivered me from the bondage
of sin. I fully realised that Christ was my only hope and
I accepted Him as my Lord and Saviour. He transformed
me and called me from the stealing task to the saving
task. Praise be to our Living Saviour! Now I am walking
with the living God daily by the enabling power of the
Holy Spirit, and it is in this intimate relationship that I
can sense and experience God’s presence, His power and
His providence..
I have had twelve years of formal theological
training. Those years were indeed both formative and
transformative for my life and ministry. The community
aspect of being in seminary exposed me to a variety of
experiences that mirror life outside of college, and this
in itself was a good preparation. It also provided an
environment for comprehensive, systematic Bible study
and personal reflection under the direction of dedicated
and highly skilled mentors that few people will find
anywhere else or at any other time in their lives. I recall
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with deep gratitude the time I spent with my class
mates, at various stages, engaging in theological and
missiological debates. Those discussions have been
indeed helpful to recognise theological danger and error
when it appears. For me, my studies were formative and
transformative because they have equipped me with
knowledge (knowing), character (being), skills (doing),
and vision (seeing).
In my doctoral study I wrote on the issue of work and
witness. My whole interest and desire was to encourage
God’s whole people to engage in kingdom ministries
in and through their whole life in their own given
professions. I believe our primary task as disciples of
Jesus Christ is to work with God in His Kingdom building
in all given spheres of authority and not just in the
church.
As principal of MBTI I am committed to preaching
and teaching God’s Word in the local churches. This is
significant as Mauritian churches need help in biblical
teaching and preaching. I am glad I have been able to
preach in various churches during the past seven months.
My desire is to be able to preach every Sunday, including
at least one new church every month. I also make
myself available for other occasional training ministries
especially among the youth in the form of workshops,
seminars and conferences. Also I am passionate about
sharing Christ with those who do not know Him yet.
Since we come from India, our family’s particular focus is
on Hindus, and we praise God for placing us in the midst
of so many Hindu neighbours while in Mauritius.

MBTI is a small institute, currently offering a vocational
certificate and a diploma program. However, responding
to the need of Mauritian church, we plan to develop a
Bachelor of Theology and Master of Divinity in the next
five years. We also long to take on some residential
students, and to substantially grow our teaching faculty

and other facilities. We also have started dreaming and
praying to build our own residential campus because we
plan to expand our training territory to our neighbouring
islands such as Rodrigues, Reunion and Madagascar. We
are daunted by the size of the tasks that lay ahead, but
proceed confidently knowing God’s kingdom-growing
purposes!

Dr Kerawalo Lohe in his office
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26th OCTOBER to 1st NOVEMBER 2015

Samuel and his wife

b.s. (sam) sidjabat, president
TYRANNUS BIBLE SEMINARY, INDONESIA
I was born in 1957 and raised in a Batak Toba Christian
family. My father was a church elder of a Lutheran
denomination in North Sumatra. After graduating
high school, I refused to study in a Lutheran Seminary.
I studied in a Teacher’s College in Bandung instead, to
become a Chemistry teacher. It was during the study
I renewed my commitment to Christ as my personal
Savior and Lord. Revelation 3:20 has empowered me
since the second semester 1976.
Wanting to become a Christian teacher that would be
able to lead discipleship programs in school or college,
I studied Theology and Bible at Tyrannus Seminary. The
works of Francis Schaeffer, Norman Geisler, Lawrence
Richards, Jay Adams, James Dobson, Gary Collins,
Donald Guthrie, and many others had shaped my
spirituality and increased my knowledge. God’s will
had led me to be one of Tyrannus’ faculty since 1981.
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The school sent me to study with the [OCA partner
college] SAIACS in Bangalore, India, in the field of
Missiology. Again, my theology and spirituality was

transformed by many readings, lecturing, and field
experience. There I met Bonhoeffer’s The Cost of
Discipleship. My thesis about Communicating the
Gospel to the Sundanese People in West Java, still
speaks loudly to my heart.
I pursued Doctor of Education (EdD) degree with the
AGST in Manila, Philippines. My dissertation was
about a holistic view of man from the perspectives of
Christian faith and Pancasila [the five key philosophical
principles of the Indonesian State] and its implications
for Christian Education. The major of study in the first
batch was Theological Education and the experience
has helped me to help many theological seminaries in
the country.
Dr. Ken Gnanakan from India helped me to know the
Asia Theological Association (ATA) because he included
me as a member of the Executive Committee for six
years (1992-1998). My experience as the Chairman
of the Evangelical Theological School Fellowship of
Indonesia (1995-1998) has also been another blessing

Tyrannus students at chapel

We will face many challenges in the midst of the Islamic resurgence
and financial difficulties, moral and ethical degradation globally.
in my journey.
I really love teaching, preaching and conducting
seminars and workshops. My works on theology
and philosophy of Christian education, teaching and
learning, family education and child nurture, character
education and adult ministry have brought impacts
for many theological seminaries and church leaders
who use them. I am finishing a research on adult
religious education through popular devotional books
in the work of Dr. Andar Ismail, an emeritus pastor and
professor of Christian education in Jakarta Theological
Seminary.

In July this year, I became the president of Tyrannus
Seminary after 34 years of teaching ministry. We
will face many challenges in the midst of the Islamic
resurgence and financial difficulties, moral and
ethical degradation globally. But I thank the Lord
that the Tyrannus’ community will support me in the
assignment. My wife and two sons, one daughter and
one daughter in law will also be my supporter in the
years to come. I am thankful to the Lord that the OCA
will continually pray for Tyrannus as well. It is really
God’s blessing to have friends in the family of the OCA.

PLEASE PRAY
God of all wisdom we thank you for the gifts you have given Sam.
We pray that you would use these gifts to lead the college and to reveal the truth of your word in the
midst of religious conflict, poverty and the many issues that trouble our world.
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2nd to 8th NOVEMBER 2015

Vuthy preaching on college mission in 2015

vuthy son, principal
PHNOM PENH BIBLE SCHOOL, CAMBODIA
I am so thankful that God has called me to be his
servant. I came to know Christ after reading and
smoking the Bible. I would read a page and then tear
it out and using it for smoking. Meanwhile I had a long
debate with a pastor about the different nature of the
Buddha and Jesus Christ, specifically about who is the
true God. After returning from a refugee camp back in
early 1992, I became a home church leader at the age
of around 18 in my village. The reason I was chosen to
be leader was because I was the only one who could
read and write well among the villager over there.

of the school, I was sponsored to go back to SMBC
to do further studies and graduated with an MA in
Theology. My main field of interest is Systematic
Theology and Preaching. Although I love preaching
the most, it still needs theology to go hand in hand.
Shortly, after I returned from my MA studies, I was
promoted to be Academic Dean for over two years,
then appointed to be principal just recently. Thus,
all together I have been teaching at PPBS for over six
years.

I came to know Christ after reading and smoking the Bible.
Later on, in 1996 I was called to study at Phnom Penh
Bible School. After graduating with a Diploma of
Christian Education in 1999, I returned to my home
town to start a Khmer church under the umbrella
of a Chinese church over there. Then, in 2003 I had
a chance to study abroad at Sydney Missionary and
Bible College and finished with a BTh in 2006. In early
2007, I returned to Cambodia but worked as a faculty
and head of Field Ministry Department at Phnom
Penh Bible School for 3 years. Because of the need

In the last few years, I have been scheduled to
preaching at 5-6 different churches for every Sunday
service. I have also been invited to preach at church
camps and seminars. The difficult thing for me is to
say ‘no’ to church invitations for me to preach and the
balance between church ministries and work here at
PPBS. Please pray for the new role of leadership as
principal to be a visionary leader for his kingdom’s
sake. Thank you.

Vuthy running a small group bible study

PLEASE PRAY
Father in Heaven please equip Vuthy for his new ministry we pray. Please help him quickly to understand
the role and be able to lead with purpose. Help the college to reach out to those from village contexts.

17

18

9th to 15th NOVEMBER 2015

one graduate’s story
MICHELINE CONSTANTINE, GRADUATE FROM ARAB BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, LEBANON
GRADUATED AUGUST 2015
PLEASE PRAY
God of life and light, we thank you for your servants who lay down their lives for your gospel message in difficult
places. We pray for the many ministries throughout the Arab world, may your love and light reach the hearts of
those who hear your name.
My husband and I work for Life Agape in Syria. I am
the Director of HR and Leadership Development
and my husband is the Director and founder of the
ministry which works with Syrian ministers living and
serving in Syria.
We are blessed to be born Arab Christians to serve
Arab countries. It is not easy to live in Syria in this
conflict, but we have the potential to be salt of the
earth and a light in this overwhelming darkness.
It’s not easy to encourage people who are facing
death every day when even their most basic living
conditions are unbearable.
These days we need to talk about why God is allowing
such horrors to happen in our area. We have this hope
despite the misery; because Jesus told us in this world
we will face challenges and disappointments but be
sure to know that He has conquered the world.
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It’s not easy to encourage people who are facing death every day...

Micheline was supported in her studies by OCA.
We currently have students from various countries seeking support.
For just $2,000 pa ($167 pm) you can contribute to the tuition and accommodation
costs of a future leader like Micheline.

I thank the Lord for the cross. I thank God for the
difficulties we face in the sense that it’s a blessing
to Christians in the Arab world. It forces Christians
to refocus on God, not their church buildings or their
gold or their wealth. There is a revival of Christianity
in the Arab world. The extremists have shown the
light of Jesus through their darkness. We have a
responsibility to people to show them how much
Christ loves them. I’m here at ABTS to develop and
update my knowledge of theology to know God
better and to understand how He and I can serve
in this dark situation so that people can know more
about Him and His cross.
I want to tell you that you are investing the right
place. We are doing ministry together. We are one
team. And I think it’s a successful team.
Micheline (centre) with Drs Karen and Perry Shaw, faculty members at ABTS.

20

16th to 30th NOVEMBER 2015

richard mayabi, principal

I am thankful that OCA stands with us in partnership.
This is an awesome gift and we do not take it for granted.

CARLILE COLLEGE, KENYA
My full name is Richard Wanzala Mayabi and I
currently serve as the General Secretary of Church
Army Africa and Principal of Carlile College. I was
born in a family of ten and am the second last child.
I come from a Christian family where my father and
mother were both committed Christians and serving
as Church Evangelists within the Anglican Church. I
became a born again Christian at the age of eleven
and from then to date I have lived, walked and served
as a Christian leader at different levels and capacities.
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I joined Youth With a Mission (YWAM), School of
Discipleship and Frontier Missions, where I trained
as a young missionary and after graduation went
straight into Church planting ministry as part of
initial ministry formation. After ten years of active
Church planting and pioneering of new ministries
in Machakos Diocese Eastern Kenya, I joined Carlile
College School of Theology to study as an Evangelist
and graduated with both Diploma and higher Diploma
in Theology and Applied Mission. I later moved on
to join Africa International University to pursue a
Post Graduate Diploma in Christian ministries and
Masters in Mission Studies. Subsequently, I joined
International Christian College; affiliate College of
Aberdeen University in Scotland where I studied
Master of Theology in Urban World, specialising in
Urban Sociology, Urban theology, Urban leadership
and Urban Spirituality. The study has helped my work
in the Church a great deal especially in my current
position as the General Secretary of Church Army
Africa. Apart from providing strategic leadership at
Church Army, I have been involved in training and
consulting with Anglican Bishops and Archbishops

in Africa advising them on the strategic areas to
engage with in Mission—related the urban world
and Church growth.
My main work is directing and managing the work
of Church Army Africa including Carlile College as
our main training institution for Evangelists in Africa.
Church Army has representation in 13 countries in
Africa and with special focus on Central Africa, West
Africa and Southern Africa. As indicated above, I serve
on various bodies as a consultant especially on new
emerging Missional issues in Africa and overseas. I
serve on Council of Anglican Provinces of Africa CAPA,
as the Urban consultant, Board of Mission Anglican
Church of Kenya among many others.
Africa is the last continent to urbanise and is
urbanising at a faster rate than any other continents.
The urbanisation process has a huge impact on how
the church in Africa carries out mission with a view to
influencing society. It is this urban migration in Africa
that is a game changer for the church. Kenya and
Africa at large are in a state of worldview revolution
where the rural cultures are being replaced by semi
urban and urban trends. It is for this reason the
Church Army runs Centre for Urban Mission (CUM)
as the practical arm of transformational ministries
among the urban poor in Nairobi and now growing to
other cities in Kenya and eventually in Africa. This is
something we believe other brothers and sisters can
learn from us. Seeing every local Church in the slums
of Africa grow towards self-reliance and empowering
the poor to appreciate God’s love.
Since 2009, we have witnessed 400 new Churches

planted in Africa adding value to the ministry of the
Anglican Church. Most of these Churches have been
planted by our very own Carlile College alumni after
graduating and going out there for ministry. As a
Church planter this gives me a huge sense of fulfilment
in the ministry. I also enjoy providing leadership and

mentoring young leaders. I am thankful for OCA to
have chosen to stand with us, all along ensuring that
our training of Evangelists at Carlile College continues
steadily. This is an awesome gift and we do not take it
for granted. We are thankful to God that Church Army
is evangelising the African continent and beyond.

PLEASE PRAY
Please pray - Our God you are the great evangelist. Please give wisdom for the ministry of the Church Army in
East Africa and especially its Carlile College. Please equip the students for the changing nature of ministry in
Africa with its rapid urbanisation.

Richard (bottom left) at a
recent visit to Malawi for a
vision casting conference
about expanding Church
Army training. A number of
the leaders in the Anglican
Church were trained at Carlile
College and are members of
Church Army.
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