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Clockwise from top left:
Cross Cultural Mission students from
Carlile College, Nairobi, Kenya,
Hands of Lanka Bible College students,
Hands of faculty members from Arab Baptist
Theological Seminary, reflecting the unity
of the Church they pray for throughout
the Arab World
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CELEBRATING A CIRCLE
OF PARTNERSHIP
Executive Director’s Report
I find the concept of ‘the circle of life’ just a bit sad. It
is, I suppose, a decent attempt to make death seem
natural and its inevitability somehow acceptable,
but it’s not really enough. Resurrection – now there’s
a concept to bring joy – it interrupts the cycle of
death and life and death.
And so it is with all Christian concepts. They can
look similar to the world’s concepts, but there is
a profound difference. Our visual representation
throughout this Annual Report is of the ‘circle of
partnership.’ Our relationship with our partner
colleges is not one of benefactor to recipient.
Rather, we are all children of our heavenly Father.
We are sisters and brothers in Christ. We share in the
same energising Spirit. That makes the ‘circle of life’
altogether different.
The Overseas Council Australia practice of giving
and receiving is a circle of partnership which has
been going for 25 years. In that time we’ve come a
long way in equipping the indigenous church with
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competent Christian leaders. The world has changed
greatly in 25 years, not least in the church, and we’ve
seen theological education institutions respond
with heart and innovation to the changing needs
of church and contemporary society. OCA has had a
small part in encouraging this responsive change. It
is a privileged part where we enjoy partnership with
believers in Australia, and believers throughout Asia,
the Middle East and Africa, and beyond.
The OCA staff increased by one this year, when
Ken Offord joined the team as Director of the OCA
Consultancy Program. The eight of us are grateful for
the ministry we have; for the direction of the Board,
the fellowship with our donors and the relationships
with our partner college faculty and students. I know
as you read this report, you’ll glimpse the joy of the
‘circle of partnership’ and celebrate the creativity of
the partner colleges that we all serve.

REV STUART BROOKING
BA, BTh, DipA, MA, MLitt, GCMgt

Chair’s Report
The strategic work of Overseas Council Australia
(OCA) in partnering with sound Bible Colleges in
the developing world has continued to be blessed
by God. We are humbled that we have been able to
link even more Christians in Australia to pray and
give generously to students, faculty and theological
colleges in developing countries.
In this report you will read about our work of
partnership in various projects that OCA has
supported. Also stories from students and faculty
that have received scholarship assistance. This has
brought blessing to all members in the partnership
and reflects the circle of unity and reciprocity that
we strive for.
During the past year economic conditions continued
to be difficult, both for colleges – higher food, fuel

and building costs, - and also domestically affecting
our ability to secure donations. We are therefore
grateful for many new donors who have given
and prayed to enable enthusiastic young men and
women to be soundly trained to take God’s message
to their own and neighbouring countries. Spreading
the Good News should not be impeded by difficult
economic times.
Please continue to support this strategic work in the
future. OCA is blessed with a professional and Godly
board together with a dedicated staff who have
worked so enthusiastically to grow our partnerships
– details are shown in this report. We all owe them a
debt of gratitude.

MR PHILIP TWYMAN
BSc, MBA, FAICD

Left: Middle Eastern youth from various church backgrounds at Gilead Campground, Amman, Jordan
Right from top: Child from Kibera informal settlement, Nairobi, where Carlile College students facilitate homework clubs for school children,
Pans hang in the home of FUSCB student Gregorio Restrepo, An ATS staff member serves communion in chapel, Manila, Philippines
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Staff
NICOLA TEMPLETON DIRECTOR, MELBOURNE
Nicola has had a varied career in communications,
publishing and international development working
in the UK, Australia and the Middle East. Joining
OCA in October 2010, she has enjoyed maintaining
and growing the OCA Victorian supporter base. With
her colleagues’ support in Sydney, Nicola provides a
corporate communications role for OCA, principally
writing and editing. Internationally, Nicola is
responsible for OCA colleges in Asia.
ALISON COOKE DIRECTOR, SYDNEY
Alison has an extensive background in the notfor-profit sector working for various church and
charitable organisations including The Salvation
Army, Anglican Youthworks, The Heart Foundation
and the Uniting Church. Her roles have included
corporate relations, brand management, marketing
management and business development. Alison
has worked with OCA for five years overseeing

marketing, events management and student
sponsorships. Alison also facilitates OCA’s
relationship with our Sydney partners. Alison
recently completed a Bachelor of Theology degree
and is currently undertaking post graduate studies.
Internationally, Alison is responsible for OCA’s
colleges in Africa. Alison has previously worked as a
photographer and her work features in this Annual
Report and other OCA publications.
JENNIFER TAAFFE

DIRECTOR, HUNTER AND CENTRAL COAST

Jennifer has a background in the Christian retail
industry. She was Group Manager for the Church
Army bookshops, responsible for all operations
across four stores. Jennifer has been with OCA for six
years, working with OCA partners in the Newcastle,
Central Coast and Hunter regions. Internationally,
Jennifer is responsible for the OCA Colleges in India
and Papua New Guinea.

LINDA PETERSON
SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM COORDINATOR

Linda has a background in working with people with
disabilities and with church and community groups.
She joined the OCA team in December 2009 with
responsibility for managing OCA sponsorships, and
donor and college relationships. The work and
vision of OCA resonates strongly with Linda’s own
interests in community, culture and mission.
Linda is completing a Bachelor of Arts Degree.
PHILIPPA BLOMFIELD ACCOUNTS ASSISTANT
Philippa completed an Associate Diploma in
Accounting and has worked in various bookkeeping
roles. In more recent years she has contributed her
skills to various local charitable organisations. In
2010 she, with the family, went to Hong Kong and
worked with Crossroads Foundation Ltd in their
accounts department. She joined OCA in February
2011 assisting our Operations Manager with internal
reporting records and other projects.

DAVID CONNELL OPERATIONS MANAGER
David’s previous work was in administration with
Telstra and other manufacturing firms. He has been
with OCA since 2007 and works in the Parramatta
office where he is responsible for all day to day
operations.
KEN OFFORD CONSULTANCY PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Ken is an electrical engineer and has practiced in
a consulting capacity for a number of years. His
work has included professional engagements and
community development projects in various South
Pacific countries. Ken joined OCA on a part time
basis to help develop and coordinate a consulting
program to further support OCA partner colleges.
Ken visited Christian Leaders Training College in PNG
earlier this year providing a valuable opportunity to
observe firsthand the importance of OCA’s work.

Who

are

we

REV STUART BROOKING EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Stuart has worked in Anglican parish ministry in
Sydney and Geraldton, WA. He has been a director of
various church-based companies. He was National
Director of The Church Army in Australia and has
now been with OCA for nine years as Executive
Director. He is a moderator for the Australian College
of Theology overseeing the grading of classes
throughout Australia. He has broad academic and
mission interests and travels extensively visiting the
OCA supported colleges. Stuart is currently working
on a PhD at the University of Sydney where he is
researching educational theories of theological
education. His field research was undertaken in
Papua New Guinea and Sri Lanka where he assessed
theological colleges in those countries. This study
will assist OCA and the wider mission community
through a deeper understanding of the theological
enterprise in Asia.

Board
COLIN ADAM B Metall Eng (Hons) PhD
Colin worked in academia in New Zealand and the
USA, and then in the US aeronautical industry,
before holding senior positions in the CSIRO,
including Acting CEO. His interest in bringing
innovative Australian products to market is
demonstrated in his directorships of several publicly
listed start-up companies in the biomedical and
technological fields. Colin is based in Melbourne.
JOHN ALLISON BEng (Hons)
John has worked in the IT industry in a variety
of leadership roles for over 35 years and also in
pastoral positions in several church denominations
in Queensland and Victoria. He has a specific
interest in developing leaders, small groups, global
04

missions and growing healthy church communities.
As a technology entrepreneur for 30 years, John
is now Chairman/CEO of several companies in IT
and technology fields operating in Australia and
overseas. John is married to Beth and they attend
New Peninsula Baptist Church in Melbourne.
JOHN ANDERSON MA
The Hon John Anderson lives in north-west NSW,
farming crops and cattle. John served for nineteen
years as the Member for Gwydir in the Federal
Parliament, including six years as Deputy Prime
Minister. John is committed to Christian mission
and believes that OCA’s model is strategically
outstanding.

DAVID BROWN BA (Psych), Grad Dip Employee Relations,
Masters of Human Resources/Coaching
David has worked in the Human Resources space
for 30 years in both the corporate sector, locally and
overseas, and more recently in an advisory capacity.
He is currently a partner in the Human Capital
Consulting practice for Deloitte. David is based in
Sydney.
KEN CHAPMAN BEc (Hons)
Ken joined the OCA Board in 2003. Along with his
wife Judy and their three children, Ken is a member
of the congregation at St Thomas’ Anglican Church
in North Sydney. With a background in financial
markets, Ken is employed by the Australian
Securities Exchange as General Manager, Business
Development.

From left: Alison Cooke, Stuart Brooking and David Connell, Ken Offord, Philippa Blomfield, Jennifer Taaffe, Nicola Templeton and Linda Peterson

ALAN HALL BSc. B.E. (Elect. Hons I)
Alan is a consultant with Accenture specialising in
the design and delivery of large scale IT systems.
Alan has worked for over 16 years with organisations
across a range of industries and is based in Sydney.
Within OCA, Alan assists the Executive Director in the
organisation’s financial management.
STEPHEN KERR LLB, B Comm
Stephen is a solicitor and senior partner with
HWL Ebsworth. He specialises in corporate and
commercial law and is head of HWL Ebsworth’s
Commercial Contracting Team. Stephen has provided
legal advice and input to OCA for many years and is
based in Melbourne.

PHILIP TWYMAN OCA CHAIRMAN BSc, MBA, FAICD
Philip is a professional company director who holds
several directorships in Australian public companies
in the insurance and financial sector, including
Perpetual, IAG, Medibank Private and the Swiss Re
Group. Philip was formerly Group Executive Director,
Aviva plc, based in London and director of several
other insurance and stock broking companies. Philip
has enjoyed a lifelong involvement in missions as
an active supporter and periodically as a board
member. He is now based in Sydney.
MALCOLM WOOD BEc (Honsa), ASIA
Malcolm has a background in the finance industry
in Australia, Hong Kong and the USA. He is currently
Head of Investment Strategy at Morgan Stanley
Wealth Management Australia.
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CONTINUING EDUCATION AND INSTITUTIONAL CAPACITY BUILDING
Institutes worldwide
over a decade

INTERNATIONAL LEADERSHIP
INSTITUTES
PER YEAR

CHRISTIAN LEADERS
BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS
INTERNATIONALLY

CONSULTANCY

25

PARTNER
COLLEGES

6 AUSTRALIAN MENTORS
+ SPECIALISED FACULTY AND ENGLISH TEACHERS

Extensive institutional

MENTORING
PROGRAM

after the conferences

CONTRIBUTED
BY OCA

FACULTY STUDY
GRANTS

What

0.6

MILLION RAISED

SINCE 1987

Awarded

45
FACULTY
STUDY GRANTS

DO

do

EDUCATIONAL
INFRASTRUCTURE
Contributed to:
1 block of land
4 libraries
1 chapel
7 large dormitories
30 student and faculty
houses/apartments
7 classroom blocks
6 vehicles

6.7

MILLION
RAISED

Funds for educational infrastructure have also paid for numerous refurbishments, several hundred
computers, various IT support, tens of thousands of books, 4 translation programs, outreach support,
a medical clinic and many other needs.
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Internationally
THE Overseas Council

NETWORK SUPPORTS
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP
STUDENT SPONSORSHIP

3.6

MILLION
RAISED

1,590 STUDENTS

DEVELOPMENT

AT 200

COLLEGES

IN 70 COUNTRIES

around the

world

DIRECTLY SUPPORTED IN MINISTRY TRAINING

SINCE 1987

07

2012

25 Years Where we’ve come from

Informal gatherings of supporters were formalised
and in 1987 Overseas Council Australia was
formed with Kimberly Smith, a Melbourne based
accountant, as chair. At first there was a focus on

supporting students in a variety of colleges in
Africa, Eastern Europe and Asia. The second chair,
was Dr Gordon Moyes whose ministry spanned
numerous valuable Christian causes in Sydney and
nationally. As he describes in his autobiography
‘Leaving a Legacy’ the Overseas Council strategy
overcame the manifest problem of training people
in the West who frequently did not then return to
their home countries. This has been a motivator
for many supporters including Rob Kerr, who
became chairman and continued drawing in friends
and associates to support the work. He travelled
widely around Australia and the world, leading
the ministry, for which he was later awarded an
OAM. The first major project OCA supported was
the chapel at SAIACS, India. Since then over one
hundred other projects have been completed, from
buildings and library acquisitions, to land and
computers.

INTERNATIONAL

Encouraged by Charlie Spicer and Manfred Kohl
from Overseas Council (USA), a small group of
Australian business people and church leaders were
inspired by a vision. Making disciples of all nations
began to be seen with a new hue in the mid 1980’s.
The group were encouraged to see the state of the
church in the developing world as it had come to
be, not how it had been previously. Indigenous
churches were growing, and even flourishing, so
the pressing need was for indigenous leaders to
be raised up to lead those churches. The earlier
preference for training people in the West had
often led to difficulties, but more positively in
some cases, had meant that Bible colleges had
been established with indigenous lecturers. These
colleges needed help to put down roots into the
local culture, and also into the scriptures, yet
few had the needed resources that were taken
for granted in the West. OCA’s vision was to help
strengthen these key evangelical Bible Colleges to
fulfil their strategic goals.

In the mid 1990’s OCA employed its first parttime staff members, Norm and Lyn Tucker who
expanded the work in Melbourne. In 2000 the
office moved to Sydney and Martin Duffy was
appointed as Executive Director enabling a
wider group of supporters to be contacted. John

Dingle was chairman and actively helped the
organisation move out from under the wing of the
US organisation, even as they assisted with funding
for the full-time appointment. In 2003 Stuart
Brooking was appointed and the focus on which
colleges to support narrowed before being built
up again. Through the expansion a ratio has been
maintained with 75% support going to Asia, and
the balance going to Africa and the Middle East.
The other five OC’s have supported in these regions
also and in Latin America and Eastern Europe.
Philip Twyman became chairman in 2005 and
continued the strong commitment to the ministry
held by all the board members over the years. In
this time the staff has grown to eight including two
key volunteers, geographically residing in Sydney,
Newcastle and Melbourne. A major development
in recent years has been to provide study grants
for faculty recognising how important this is to
building the quality of lecturers at our partner
Bible Colleges so they can teach for their context.
A sign of success of the OCA vision, along with
other organisations, is that nearly all these higher
degrees can be done within the regions of the
developing world.

25 Years Where we’re going
OCA doesn’t exist for itself. Its raison d’être is the
cause of the church in the developing world and
particularly to help that church be resourced with
the pastors, evangelists and church planters that
it needs. At our annual planning days the OCA
Board asks the question, ‘does OCA have any further
purpose?’ It is not a hand wringing uncertainty that
leads to the question, but a desire not to perpetuate
an institution when the original purpose of the
mission is no longer needed. The very asking of the
question leads to the strategic realignment of the
activities of the organisation and so the questions
become: what does the church in the developing
world need? What is the best way to train the
leaders for that church? And; what part can OCA
have in that?
As the Bible colleges in the developing world
become more sophisticated, they become more
relevant. They improve their capacity to grow
leaders who can minister effectively in their context.
OCA will look to God to move with this development
by assisting its partner colleges to impact their
countries and regions.
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Three strategies are emerging which will shape the
support OCA gives in the coming years. The first
is the capacity our partner colleges have to more
significantly influence the colleges around them.
Because we support leading colleges, it is these ones
which are devising programs to lift the standards
of other colleges in the region, through deliberate
partnerships with smaller institutions. The second is
the drive to more integrated education which breaks
the Western tendency to separate ‘head, heart and
hand’ in its leadership training. OCA’s partners are
forging new and better ways to educate, and this
transition will take time and funds. This includes the
significant step of assessing graduates in the field
to see if indeed what they have learnt in college has
made any difference to the impact they are making
in their churches and societies. The third emerging
strategy of our partner colleges is the increasing
commitment to be part of ‘nation building’. Often as
minorities, the Christian church withdraws, but this
impetus is towards positively influencing nations
with the gospel of grace. This is envisaged as a more
holistic contribution than just planting churches and
starting hospitals and seeks to influence the ethics

of business, education, ecology and government.
As a handmaiden to the leading Bible colleges
of the developing world, OCA will continue to
assess how it contributes in financial ways so that
these developing trends are supported. Another
contribution which will take prominence is to
grow the consultancy capacity of OCA through
its volunteer Australian supporters. While there
is ample expertise in the core educational fields
already, Australian Christians can contribute in the
areas of governance, strategic planning and other
specialised skills such as librarianship, accounting
and HR. The OCA Consultancy Program will recruit
volunteers from amongst our supporters to assist in
these areas and so build the whole organisation of
our partner colleges.

OCA Celebrates

270 students now supported by OCA

Faculty development a major focus with
18 (later 30) faculty supported
for masters and doctoral studies
OCA staff grows to six (later eight)
with offices in Sydney, Newcastle
and Melbourne

18 partner colleges now supported

2011

25 years of partnership

with 25 leading evangelical Bible Colleges

2010
2009 $51,200 raised for Librarian Training at 8 partner colleges
Donations pass $1million for the first time
2007 $101,500
raised for a partnership program with the

2007

Micah network for HIV/AIDS education throughout Asia Pacific

2005 Philip Twyman elected Chairman

2004

20 COLLEGES
185 STUDENTS SUPPORTED
11 PROJECTS COMPLETED

2003 Stuart Brooking appointed Executive Director

2002
Office moves to Sydney and Martin Duffy appointed
Executive Director. John Dingle elected Chairman

40 OCA SUPPORTED STUDENTS
GRADUATE IN

2000

Support for Peking Uni Christian Studies has
raised over $700,00 in 10 years

1998
1996

Russian textbook project raises $40,000

1994

OCA’s first major project
The SAIACS Chapel

Tucker appointed part time Executive Director
1994 Norm
based in Melbourne

The goal is to share what we can from Australia to
bless our brothers and sisters elsewhere. In years to
come, doubtless their sharing with each other and
with us will increase. For this, we praise the Lord of
the Church, and we look to him to guide us all into
His future.

1987
OC begins in USA

1974

OC begins in Australia. Several donors
contribute sponsorships for students at colleges
in Asia and Africa
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I IN THEM and YOU IN ME,

so that they may be brought to complete

unity.

Then the WORLD will know
that you sent me and have
loved them even as you have

LOVED ME.
JOHN 17:23

Where

work

dowe
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Fourth year students at UBTC in Mongolia take a break between classes, Sept ‘12
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South East Asia

The Son of an Indonesian Pastor
The Story of Dr Mika Sulistiono Vice President for Academic Affairs, Tyrannus Bible School, Indonesia
Born in a small village in Central Java, Indonesia, Dr Mika
Sulistiono was the son of the local pastor. The home was
nestled in fertile farming land and the family traded
produce with the local community to make ends meet.
The family lived on simple food, but at times there was
nothing to eat. “To overcome our lack of money, we
prayed to Lord Jesus Christ and did fasting on particular
days. Our parents always put the spiritual aspect of our
life as the priority. Prayer was the strength for us to be
firm in our adversity,” says Mika.
Along with his eight siblings, Mika was faithfully taught
the Word of God in his home and church. Mika’s parents
modelled a reliance on God in every situation.
“All of us were very proud of my father’s loyalty to serve
God,” remembers Mika. The church was small, mirroring
the 88% of the population who practice Islam in the
country. When Mika’s father passed away in 2008, his
mother continued in the role of pastor. “I remember
walking with my mother to visit members of the church,
encouraging and praying for them each week,” says Mika.
In hindsight, Mika sees this time as a preparation for his
call to ministry.
As a child, Mika was spirited and labelled the ‘naughty
child’ of the family. Being disruptive, he was named
unworthy to be the son of a pastor by some of the
church members. “Although I often upset my family, I
felt very loved and protected by my father, I’m not sure
why my father loved me so much, but we had a special
relationship,” says Mika.
Mika accepted Jesus as his Lord and Saviour at the end of
high school. Knowing personally the economic hardships

of working for a small church from his upbringing, he
chose to study pharmacology at Gadjah Mada University,
Yogyakarta, in 1984. “First I was so proud of being
admitted to a prominent university in Indonesia, but after
studying for just three months, God changed my heart.
I felt uncomfortable day by day. God had overwhelmed
me with the burden to reach lost people and I couldn’t
stand firm and continue to reject God’s call,” recalls Mika.
So, after only three months, Mika surprised his parents
and announced his decision to leave pharmacology. “My
parents did not support my decision to leave my studies.
There was a sense that I had rejected God’s blessings by
leaving pharmacology.”
Mika completed a BTh at the Evangelical Theological
Seminary in Indonesia. The college waived his fees and
his friends provided him with food to live. Then Mika
undertook graduate studies at Tyrannus Bible School
(TBS). “Tyrannus has taken a part in developing me so
that I am an effective teacher and preacher,” says Mika.
Mika also met his wife at the college and they now have
a family.
Mika is currently the Vice President for Academic Affairs at
Tyrannus Bible School. Along with his regular duties, he
encourages the faculty members to improve their English,
both in speaking and writing, as he believes this will help
the college with international relations. Mika also helps
Tyrannus to take a more active role in understanding and
integrating with the local Muslim community; “we need
to engage socially and contextually with the problems
surrounding us if we are to be effective witnesses for
Christ,” says Mika.

OCA PARTNER COLLEGES IN SOUTH EAST ASIA
COLLEGE

LOCATION
PRINCIPAL
No. OF STUDENTS

DEGREES OFFERED

OCA PARTNERSHIP
COMMENCED
TOTAL OCA
CONTRIBUTION

ASIA GRADUATE ASIA THEOLOGICAL
SCHOOL OF
SEMINARY
THEOLOGY

MYANMAR
EVANGELICAL
PHNOM PENH
GRADUATE SCHOOL BIBLE SCHOOL
OF THEOLOGY

Manila, Philippines

Manila, Philippines

Yangon, Myanmar

Phnom Penh,
Cambodia

West Bandung, Indonesia

Dr Theresa Lua

Prof.Noli P. Mendoza

Dr Aung Mang

Rev Timothy Ith

Dr Sridadi Atiyanto

105

274

103

49 F/T, 12 P/T

167

MTh, PhD Bib Stud,
Th Stud & Church
History, DEd,
D Int Stud, DMin,
PhD Int Stud,
PhD Holistic
Child Dev,
PhD Peace Studies

Cert: Pastoral Ministry, Managing
Non-Profit Org,
Grad Dip: Bib Languages,
Counselling, Christ Ed, Intercultural
& Urban Studies, Ad Pastoral Studies
MA: Christ Ed, Intercultural
Ministries, Pastoral Counselling,
Theology, Transformational Urban
Leadership
M Div: Bib Stud, Christ Ed
Counselling, Intercultural & Urban
Studies, Pastoral Studies, Theology

MDiv Bib Stud,
MDiv Missiology,
MDiv Pastoral
Studies,
MDiv Th
MTh,
MA Organizational
Leadership

Cert Found Christ Min,
Assoc Deg Christ Min,
B Christ Min

2011

2000

2005

2005

1990’s

$25,000 - Faculty Grants
$5,300 - Sponsorship

$430,400 - Apartments,
Library, Generator
$100,600 - Faculty
Grants
$377,000 - Sponsorship

$121,000 - Library
Dining Hall, Computers
$21,250 - Faculty
Grants
$60,900 - Sponsorship

$459,600 - Building,
Library, Computers
$54,200 - Faculty Grants
$161,400 - Sponsorship

$18,800 - Library,
Admin, Web
Development,
Faculty Grants

12 OCA also supports Nusantara Bible College, Indonesia and Theological Libraries, Vietnam

TYRANNUS BIBLE
COLLEGE

PEOPLE

of the
POPULATION
PRACTICING ISLAM

SUPPORTED BY OCA

TO DATE

610
MILLION
PEOPLE

Partnership
with OCA is a blessing for

Tyrannus Bible College.
Cert Church Planting,
Dip Th, Sarjana Theologi,
MA, MA Th, DTh

THE FINANCIAL
SUPPORT FROM OCA

for student scholarships,

FACULTY DEVELOPMENT,
and other special projects have

energized
our college.

DR SRIDADI ATIYANTO,
PRINCIPAL, TYRANNUS BIBLE COLLEGE
Students studying in the Asia Graduate School of Theology partner school library, the APNTS resource centre in Manilla, Philippines
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The Story of Samar El Khoury

MDiv Graduate, Arab Baptist Theological School, Lebanon

“I feel I am on a mission to stand by the poor, the
marginalised and those undergoing injustice and to bring
Jesus to them,” says Samar.
Samar was born in Lebanon and was raised in a strong
Christian family. Samar attended an evangelical school
until she was ten years old, but due to financial reasons
Samar and her brother were moved to a public school
where Samar had many friends who were Muslims. This
change helped Samar greatly as it brought her into contact
with many Muslim students and it was here that she
became aware firsthand of the interreligious issues that
dominate the Middle East region.
The region is the birthplace of three of the world’s major
religions, Judaism, Islam and Christianity, and has a long
and troubled history of interreligious conflict. Lebanon is
the only country in the region to maintain a significant
percentage of Christians, and is the only Middle Eastern
country where people are legally free to change their
religious affiliation. Believers from most other Arabic
countries are free to come to Lebanon for theological
training.

Samar’s biblical foundations began in the evangelical
school she attended as a child. After completing a Bachelor
of Science Degree in Biochemistry, Samar was awarded
a scholarship to study Apologetics at Oxford University.
Upon her return to Lebanon Samar enrolled in a Master
of Divinity at the Arab Baptist Theological Seminary
(ABTS), Lebanon. During her studies at ABTS, Samar began
teaching bible classes at a local Christian school where
she taught 8 middle school classes with students aged
between 12 and 15 years old. As Samar progressed in her
studies, she became acutely aware of the great need for
sound biblical teaching to address questions she faced,
not only in her teaching, but also in the desperate search
for meaning Samar could see all around her. Theological
training was vital in equipping Samar with the skills of
servant leadership and in relating to her community in a
way that brings biblical answers to life.
“From a very young age, my passion has been to share the
gospel message and to bring Jesus to my Muslim friends,”
says Samar.

SAMAR EL KHOURY, Arab Baptist Theological School
to her sponsors David and Helen Johnson

OCA PARTNER COLLEGES IN THE MIDDLE EAST
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& RELIGIOUSLY

DIVERSE
REGION IN

THE WORLD

130
SUPPORTED BY
OCA TO DATE

OVER

GENEROSITY & FAITHFULNESS

ARAB BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

JORDAN EVANGELICAL THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY

LOCATION

Beirut, Lebanon

Amman, Jordan

PRINCIPAL

Pr Elie Haddad

Dr Imad Shehadeh

44 F/T, 5 P/T, 10 MA

65 + 13 distance students

DEGREES OFFERED

Cert Th, Dip Th, BTh, MDiv, MA

Cert Bib Stud, Dip Bib Stud, BTh, MA Bib Stud,
MDiv, MTh

OCA PARTNERSHIP
COMMENCED

2006

2000

$125,750 - Library, Heating, Translation
$87,800 - Sponsorships

$159,800 - Sponsorships

TOTAL OCA
CONTRIBUTION

ETHNICALLY

“Throughout this adventure, God has been the leader, the
discipler, the Father and the source of every passion I have.
So I will continue to join with Him every day, listen closely
to His voice, be nourished by His love and walk with Him
step by step.”

I have been taken well care of by the Lord. The three years were so rich in shaping me
for my life of ministry. THANK YOU for your

No. OF STUDENTS

MOST

Through personal difficulties Samar has faced in her
own life, and the theological training she has acquired,
Samar can see that God has used every experience in
her life to prepare her to serve people experiencing pain,
discrimination and who are in need of the love of Christ.

I THANK YOU from the bottom of my heart for your
generosity FOR THE PAST THREE YEARS.

COLLEGE

THE

28

COUNTRIES within the
borders of the ‘Middle East’

“Because of civil war in Lebanon, Christians and Muslims
live in separate areas. We hear awful reports about each
other. But in the school where I studied for four years, my
best friends were Muslims so any walls built by bad gossip
were broken down,” recalls Samar El Khoury, the first
female Graduate with a Masters of Divinity in the history
of Arab Baptist Theological School. Such experiences
strengthen her resolve for peace and to share the love of
Christ in the Middle East.

Middle East

Sharing the Gospel in the Middle East

MUSLIM
WE ARE Proud OF
OUR PARTNERSHIP
WITH OCA.
The PRAYER,

ENCOURAGEMENT,

PERSONAL INVOLVEMENT
& financial support
make it POSSIBLE
for us to do what we do.

WE ARE
VERY GRATEFUL.

IMAD SHEHADEH, PRINCIPAL
JORDAN EVANGELICAL THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

A church member holds a cross in Amman, Jordon. Image supplied by JETS
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Urban Poverty and the Gospel of Hope
The Story of Barrack Olouch
Faculty Member at Centre for Urban Mission, Nairobi, and Masters of Urban Mission Scholarship Recipient
a sense of calling and compassion to minister to and with
these people,” says Barrack.

Poverty is a common experience in the East African nation
of Kenya. Poverty challenges our ideas about life, and our
ideas about God. So it is not surprising that after losing
three of his siblings in 2001, Barrack Olouch wondered
whether the same fate might befall him. “Their deaths,
each in different circumstance, adversely affected us. This
was too much to bear and I got worried whether the same
would happen to me,” recalls Barrack.

“My ministry was birthed in a slum context where life is
characterised by substandard housing and squalor, yet
with a vibrancy of life and hope for a better tomorrow.”
With this passion in his heart, Barrack determined to serve
the people better with knowledge and understanding.
“The choice to undertake theological training is the best
thing that has ever happened to me. It has made me more
focused and responsive to my context of ministry.”

Barrack Oluoch’s parents raised him in a Christian family
in the rural north of Kenya. His father, a casual labourer,
“specialised mostly on digging pit latrines for people,”
says Barrack. His mother tended to the activities of
peasant farming, producing food for the family. “Life was
a struggle but I enjoyed living as a united family,” says
Barrack.

54

COUNTRIES
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Starting with a Higher Diploma of Urban Mission, followed
by a Bachelor of Theology degree, Barrack responded to
the challenge of being equipped for ministry to the urban
poor. OCA supporters Steve and Dior Mahnken of Sydney
supported Barrack in the BTh program and then went
to meet him, along with other students they support, in
March last year. “It has been an honour to partner with
such a fine Christian man,” said Steve on return from
visiting Barrack at the Centre for Urban Mission campus.
“We will happily support Barrack’s further studies in
a Masters of Urban Mission as we can see the value of
equipping an influential Christian leader like Barrack to
innovate real solutions for the challenge of urban poverty
in sub-Saharan Africa.”

Barrack attended school with an enthusiasm for
learning. “I loved school and did very well in my primary
examinations, coming top in the school,” he continues.
However, due to limited family finances, there was little
money to spend on secondary education, so Barrack’s
elder brother Dan educated him through secondary school.
“I will forever remain indebted to him,” says Barrack.
Barrack married Caroline and moved to Nairobi in 2002
when he first sensed a call to urban mission. “The course of
my life was to change forever when I came to live in Kibera
slum in the city of Nairobi. The level of deprivation and
oppression in this community was of a proportion that I
had never seen in my rural village.”

Barrack is now completing his Masters of Urban Mission
and works as a priest with the Anglican Church of Kenya.
He is also a lecturer at the Centre for Urban Mission and
the proud father of three girls.

As Barrack sought employment like any other immigrant
in the densely populated city, he offered his time to St
Jerome Anglican Church. Here God gripped his heart with
the plight of the million people living in the slums of
Nairobi. As he worked as a volunteer making pastoral visits
to the elderly, the sick, the widowed and the unemployed,
he sensed the start of a lifelong vocation. “Suddenly, I had

“Our family chooses to live in Kibera urban settlement, the
community that we serve. The concept of integral mission
involves ministry to the whole person; physically, socially,
spiritually and intellectually. This learning, and living with
the people I serve, has richly informed my ministry among
the marginalised.”

OCA PARTNER COLLEGES IN AFRICA
CARLILE COLLEGE

GEORGE WHITEFIELD COLLEGE

NAMIBIA EVANGELICAL
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Nairobi, Kenya

Muizenberg, South Africa

Windhoek, Namibia

Rev Dr Peter Nyende

Rev Dr David Seccombe

Rev Josh Hooker - Acting

126 + 41 Distance

106 + 368 Distance

24 F/T, 25 P/T + 360 Distance

DEGREES OFFERED

Dip Miss: Cross Cultural Ministry,
Dip Miss: Urban Mission,
Dip Chri Min: Chaplaincy,
Dip Chri Min and Civic Responsibility ,
Dip Children and Family Min

Cert Engage Discipleship,
BTh,
BTh Hons,
MA T,
PhD,

Cert Chri Min,
Cert Chri,
Leadership,
Dip Th,
Dip Min,
BTh

OCA PARTNERSHIP
COMMENCED

2004

2004

2010

COLLEGE
LOCATION
PRINCIPAL
No. OF STUDENTS

TOTAL OCA
CONTRIBUTION
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$86,600 Samaritan Strategy, Library, Mission $48,800 Library
$23,200 Faculty
$178,200 Faculty
$324,600 Sponsorships

$244,900 Library, Building
$8,300 Faculty
$117,200 Sponsorships

SUPPORTED BY OCA
TO DATE
Namibia Evangelical Theological Seminary students
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Rebel Soldiers & Faithfulness in Bougainville
The Story of Maxon Mani Masters Student at CLTC, Papua New Guinea
In the north of Papua New Guinea, the people of the East
Sepik Province still adhere to the rich cultural customs of
their ancestors.

Maxon was a bright young man, yet the traditional lifestyle
of the native Papuan people was strong, and Maxon ran
away from the State sponsored education system on a
number of occasions in favour of the customary practices of
the East Sepik peoples.
In 1988 Maxon had graduated as a primary school teacher,
yet the following year Maxon’s life turned a corner when he
decided to enlist with the Papua New Guinea Defence Force.
Soon after the young soldier found himself in the midst of
the civil war destabilising Bougainville.
During the fighting in Bougainville Maxon was shot and
seriously wounded by the Revolutionary Army rebels. “I
was in a coma and about to die from blood loss when I first
heard God speak to me, ‘Call upon the name of Jesus and
you will be saved’.” This was a “…life-changing moment
when I promised God that if my life was restored, I would
always serve Him.” Miraculously Maxon survived the
ordeal and became a strong influence on other officers and
soldiers, serving in the defence force for 12 years.
Maxon married in 1994, and soon after another tragedy
struck, his new wife was killed in a motor vehicle accident in
the September of that same year. Maxon drew his comfort
from the Lord through this painful time. “God gave me all

The sum of these experiences strengthened Maxon’s
relationship with God, and he began to seek Gods mission
and purpose for his life, “…seeking to hear from God
through prayer and the reading of his word….” Following
this leading Maxon resigned as a soldier with the Papua
New Guinea Defence Force to take up biblical studies at
Christian Leaders Training College, PNG.
Maxon felt God called him to “teach God’s word to his
people in my home province, the East Sepik Province”.
In 2005 Maxon completed a Diploma of Theology and
subsequently graduated with Bachelor of Theology. Maxon
reflects on his studies, “I came to the college with an agenda
to become a ‘big man’. ” However after many years of study
at CLTC, pursuing the word of God “…my mindset has been
revolutionised… to seek God and serve others”.
The concept of ‘Christian Service’ has transformed
Maxon’s ministry working among the Evangelical Alliance
churches and as a faculty member at CLTC where he
lectures in Contemporary Youth Issues while currently
working on his Master’s of Theology Degree. Maxon has
grown courageously with the support of the theological
community of CLTC.

201
PACIFIC
STUDENTS

SUPPORTED
BY OCA TO DATE

10
74

MILLION
PEOPLE

Maxon Mani is the son of subsistence farmers of the East
Sepik. Maxon’s father died when he was 16, leaving his
mother to take care of seven children. Maxon recalls, “My
mother was our only life-line to my six siblings and me for
our daily needs.” Determined to improve the opportunities
for her son, Maxon’s mother enrolled him in school, “There
were times I would watch my mother cry in front of the
school Principal just to buy time so she could find money for
my fees.”

the strength I needed to forgive those who were involved
in the accident. These experiences have shaped me to
see things from a different perspective, one that is quite
contrary to my cultural way of doing things.”

CHRISTIAN

by OCA to date

Maxon remarried and has been blessed with five beautiful
children. You can find Maxon today serving the Church
of the Pacific with the same vision and commitment he
demonstrated as a young man. Maxon has been faithfully
supported through his ministry training by OCA sponsor
Ross Barker from Melbourne. “My studies were possible
through OCA Australian friends. Thank you for partnering
with me to fulfil God’s call of ministry.”

OCA PARTNER COLLEGES IN PACIFIC & OTHER
CHRISTIAN LEADERS
TRAINING COLLEGE

FUNDACION UNIVERSITARIA
MAURITIAN BIBLE
SEMINARIO, BIBLICO DE COLOMBIA TRAINING INSTITUTE

Mount Hagen, PNG

Medellin, Colombia

Coromandel, Mauritius

Mr Ezekiel Ivihi

Mrs Elizabeth Sendek

Mr Stephen Andrews
(Interim Principal)

198 + 1000 Distance

70 F/T, 16 P/T + 683 Distance

45 P/T

DEGREES OFFERED

BTh, MATh, DipTh, DipMin,
Cert Bible & Ministry

BTh, Grad Deg Christian Worldview & Ethics,
Cert Christ Min, Dip OT, Dip NT, Dip Pastoral Cert IV Min, Dip Min,
Counselling, Dip Child Min, Dip Arts & Faith, Bib Training Pastors & Church Leaders
Dip Faith & The Marketplace, Dip Christ Ed

OCA PARTNERSHIP
COMMENCED

1990’s

2001

2009

$411,400 - Classrooms, Clinic, Library,
Satellite, Bus, $103,900 - Faculty
$584,000 - Sponsorships

$29,000 - Sponsorships

$10,000 - Principal Salary

COLLEGE
LOCATION
PRINCIPAL
No. OF STUDENTS

TOTAL OCA
CONTRIBUTION
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From top: The hands of Carolina Botero, FUSBC Faculty Member. Students and Teachers in Chapel at FUSBC
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The Story of Purevdorj (Puje) Jamsran Principal UBTC and OCA Faculty Scholarship Recipient

In such a regime you do nicely to follow these simple
steps. “So I was a good boy and followed what the
leaders of communism required,” continues Puje. In a
single generation of communism, a nomadic Mongol
heritage with close knit family clans following seasonal
migration routes was destroyed.
This meant life was not always easy for the oldest son
of five children and Puje’s father was rarely around as
Puje made his way into manhood. Puje recalls, “My
father was an angry man. Not towards his family, but
at society. He was originally in the military and later
the police, but his anger made him unsuccessful and
he became a criminal, being jailed several times for
vandalism. My mother, being the wife of ‘the garbage
of the society,’ could not possibly succeed in her career
at the Mongolian Bank, so she just had to be happy
working for the government.”
Out of the communist ashes, Mongolia declared itself a
democratic republic in the early nineties and the Gospel
was proclaimed once again in Mongolia, as it had been
earlier in the 13th and 19th centuries.
“I was invited to the very first Christian meeting in
Mongolia. A little over 10 youth proclaimed their faith in

Christ,” says Puje. “I found myself kneeling before God,
confessing my sin and receiving Christ into my life with
tears.” At conversion, Puje had already sensed the calling
of God to proclaim the Good News to Mongols and
devote himself to the ministry.

1•3

This burden smouldered in Puje’s heart until a door
opened for him to study at Singapore Bible College. “I
had the most wonderful years of my life at Singapore
Bible College, learning the Bible and growing in faith
and knowledge of God. The more I studied the Bible,
the more humble I became,” says Puje. After completing
theological studies at SBC, Puje returned with his wife
and four children to work at Union Bible Theological
College (UBTC) as a part-time teacher on the faculty.
“We realised quickly how vital UBTC was in influencing
and training the future leaders of Mongolian churches.
Very few people have tertiary education in theology and
the bible,” says Puje.

BILLION PEOPLE

Purevdorj, or ‘Puje’ as his friends call him, is familiar
with the urban landscape. He grew up in socialist
Ulaanbaatar where the communist ideal meant life was
predictable. “Two things were very important growing
up,” remarks Puje, “the first, don’t talk about politics, the
second, God does not exist.”

China & Mongolia

Communism and Faith in Mongolia

91

Students

SUPPORTED

BY OCA TO DATE

After serving as the Academic Dean for five years, Puje
accepted the role of Principal of UBTC and is now in
his second term. Puje is also the Senior Pastor at the
Bayariin Medee Church which has six congregations
across Mongolia. Puje’s vision continues to grow and
thanks to an OCA faculty scholarship, he is able to
continue being equipped in his role and ministry as
he pursues a doctoral program in Religious Studies at
the Mongolia National University. “I pray for UBTC to
be a great tool of God, equipping Christian leaders in
Mongolia, and to see Christian leaders plant hundreds
of churches all around the country and abroad.”

WE ARE SO PRIVILEGED TO Partner with OCA FOR THE
GLORY OF HIS KINGDOM.The sensitive and timely SUPPORT

of OCA has always been appreciated and we are so grateful for your

HEART FOR THE MONGOLIAN CHURCH
PUJE JAMSRAN, PRINCIPAL OF UBTC

PEKING UNIVERSITY CHRISTIAN STUDIES PROGRAM

UNION BIBLE THEOLOGICAL
COLLEGE

LOCATION

Dali, China

Beijing, China

Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia

PRINCIPAL

Pastor Deng

Dr K.K. Yeo, Academic Dean

Rev Puje Jamsran

79

150

64 F/T, 40 P/T

DEGREES OFFERED

Cert Preaching

Cert Grad Christ Studies, MA Christ Studies,
PhD Christ Studies

Cert Christ Min, Dip Min, BMin, BTh, B Social
Work, MDiv

OCA PARTNERSHIP
COMMENCED

2004

2002

2007

No. OF STUDENTS

TOTAL OCA
CONTRIBUTION
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$85,300 - Classrooms, Computers, $738,500 - Program costs
Faculty Salaries

$721,500 - Dormitory, Renovations, Library,
Translations
$8,400 - Faculty
$183,200 - Sponsorships

1.7

CHRISTIANS

DALI BIBLE COLLEGE

COLLEGE

IN MONGOLIA

OCA PARTNER COLLEGES IN CHINA & MONGOLIA

CHRISTIANS
IN CHINA
Door to the Department of Religion and Philosophy at Peking University, Beijing, China. Dr Zoe Wang, lecturer, in the background
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India, Sri Lanka & Pakistan

Civil War, Growing up between
the Nagas and Kukis in Manipur
The Story of Salome Riamrwei

Lecturer at Madras Theological Seminary and Masters of Theology Scholarship Recipient
The twelve kilometre walk from her family’s rice farm to
school is a journey Salome Riamrwei remembers well. “We
lived in a place where there was no road, power supply,
fresh water or shops.” says Salome. “My two older brothers
were sent away to Tamenglong district for study so I was
left, the oldest daughter of nine children, to look after my
younger siblings.”
Salome was raised in a Christian family in the Tamenglong
District, Manipur, India. Salome experienced much hardship
during her school years due to the lack of finances and
the difficulties in juggling school, household chores and
working on the family rice farm. If Salome did not complete
the household chores she could not go to school the next
day. When her parents were unable to pay for school fees
Salome experienced ridicule and beatings from the school
principal. “Once, I did an exam whilst carrying one of my
siblings in my back. On that day, my teacher scolded me
very badly in front of all my classmates and made me
very ashamed,” says Salome. It was through the faithful
prayers and support of her parents that Salome was able to
eventually complete her childhood education.
During the year of 1992 civil war broke out in the region
and Salome and her siblings were unable to attend school.
Many people lost their lives during the violence, including
two of Salome’s relatives who were killed when travelling
to the city. Salome’s family were made to give up their
farm animals to pay taxes to rogue groups claiming taxes
for Motherland (Naga) Army by force. Throughout all
these difficulties, Salome’s parents continued to nurture
the family’s faith and trust in God. “Many times I have felt
shame, embarrassment, humiliation and disgrace,” says
Salome, yet through these experiences, Salome has learned
to place her trust in Christ. The words of 1 Peter 5.7; “Cast all
your anxiety on Him because He cares for you,” has helped
her to overcome hardships in her life.

It was on this foundation that Salome was encouraged to
give her life to service in ministry. After completing her
secondary studies Salome worked as a primary teacher in
the village school. Salome felt a strong desire to work for
the Kingdom but did not have the finances to complete
further studies. In faith, Salome applied to Madras
Theological Seminary (MTS); “To be very honest, we did
not have money at that time, yet we believed with faith
that ‘God would provide’. Despite having a strong academic
record, the Principal was unable to admit me for I could not
pay a single penny. But I begged him like anything, so they
considered me a special student which means a student
without a penny.”
Salome completed her Bachelor of Theology at MTS in 2007
and then went on to complete a Bachelor of Divinity at
Allahabad Bible College in 2009. Salome is now married and
serving in ministry alongside her husband who is the pastor
of the local congregation. Salome and her husband serve
their local community through preaching, visiting families
and the sick, and in children’s ministry. Salome’s vision for
the future is to become a bible college teacher to strengthen
the faith of nominal Christians throughout India with sound
biblical knowledge. Completing her theological education
has been the greatest achievement of Salome’s life. “I used
to fast and pray to God to help me complete my studies so
that I could do God’s ministry among His people…I hope
to teach biblical studies to strengthen faith and grow the
Church of India towards perfection.”
It has been through the support Overseas Council of
Australia that Salome has been equipped to fulfil her vision
for Christian ministry. “Thank you so much for talking,
reading, listening and being in my world.” says Salome. “My
theological endeavours and needs have been met thanks to
your generosity!”

OCA PARTNER COLLEGES IN INDIA, SRI LANKA & PAKISTAN

Bangalore, India

Rawalpindi, Pakistan

Dr Ian Payne

Rev Ashkenaz Asif
Khan

70 + 303 Distance

127 + 30 Distance

68

MA Th, MDiv, MTh,
PhD

Cert Th, Dip Th, BTh,
MDiv, Cert Cross
Cultural Studies

ALLAHABAD
BIBLE
SEMINARY

LANKA BIBLE
COLLEGE
& SEMINARY

CENTER FOR
GRADUATE
STUDIES

LOCATION

Allahabad, India

Peradeniya,
Sri Lanka

Colombo,
Sri Lanka

Chennai, India

PRINCIPAL

Rev Sundara Raj

Rev Lal
Senanayake

Rev Ben Manickam Dr David Onesimu

172 + 1254
Distance

90 + 150 Distance 197

COLLEGE

No. OF STUDENTS

DEGREES OFFERED
OCA PARTNERSHIP
COMMENCED

TOTAL OCA
CONTRIBUTION
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SOUTH ASIA
ZAREPHATH
INSTITUTE FOR
ADVANCED CHRISTIAN BIBLE
INSTITUTE
STUDIES

MADRAS
THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY
& COLLEGE

Dip Christ Studies, Dip Th, BTh,
Dip Bib Studies,
and Min
B Christ Studies, BB Miss
Ed
BTh, BDiv

Dip Th, BTh,
B Miss and Min,
B Child Dev
MDiv, MTh

Dip Th, BTh, BDiv
BMin, MDiv

2000

2004

2005

2006

1994

2007

$961,200 Lecture Rooms,
Dormitory, Library,
Conference
$419,800 Sponsorships

$30,000 Library,
Computers
$190,000 Sponsorships

$505,200 - Campus
Purchase,
Library, Building
$25,600- Faculty

$78,900 - Library,
Computers,
Generator
$8,900 - Faculty
$200,700 Sponsorships

$248,500 - Chapel,
Housing, Library
$201,400 - Sponsorships

$124,900 - Buildings,
Library, Resources
$59,800 - Faculty
$87,200 - Sponsorships
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•

BILLION
PEOPLE

MOST DENSELY

POPULATED

REGION IN THE

HALF
of the worlds

poorest people

PARTNERING
WITH OCA has been a

rich & rewarding

EXPERIENCE.

Our students have
BENEFITED IMMENSELY
from the many

strategic

CONVERSATIONS with
Rev Stuart Brooking on

innovative &

creative approaches
to

MINISTRY

.

REV BEN MANICKAM ,
PRINCIPAL OF CENTRE FOR
GRADUATE STUDIES, SRI LANKA

Shriyani, the Administration Assistant at Lanka Bible College
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Financials
OCA expresses its gratitude to our many supporters who have contributed throughout the year. As we continue to expand our operations several supporters have contributed
directly to our staffing costs which has allowed us to increase our activity, and in line with that, funding to our partner colleges. This year overall income rose by 13.7% and direct
funding to our partner colleges by 15.8%.
We added two new colleges in the Philippines to our partner college list. Asia Graduate School of Theology and Asian Theological Seminary met our criteria of evangelical
theology, good governance and strategic value. We are increasing our contributions in consultancy services and faculty development as key ways to help improve our partner
colleges’ functioning.

Review of Operations
for the year ending 30TH JUNE 2012
THIS YEAR

Statement of Financial Position
as at 30TH JUNE 2012		
THIS YEAR

		

LAST YEAR

LAST YEAR

INCOME		

ASSETS		

Donations

Cash

1,568,869

1,427,150

27,600

-

173,638

106,488

1,770,107

1,533,638

Goods in kind
Interest and other income
		

Other receivables
Fixed Assets
		

750,211

651,055

851

-

29,566

33,744

780,628

684,799

OUTGO		

LIABILITIES		

Personnel

420,849

366,647

Payables

683,471

595,042

Administration

208,057

198,179

Provisions

39,974

29,472

1,033,227

700,000

		

723,445

624,514

Goods in kind supplied

27,600

-

57,183

60,285

Projects Faculty Grants & Scholarships to be Paid

79,532

260,962

1,769,265

1,525,788

General Administration Reserve

27,617

26,542

842

7,850

Funds Invested in Assets Reserve

29,566

33,744

		

57,183

60,285

Projects , Faculty Grants & Scholarships Paid

		
OPERATING SURPLUS / [ DEFICIT ]
ADDED TO RESERVES

Distribution of Funds by Type

New Donor Acquisition

ADMINISTRATION RESERVES		

10% Administration and Accountability
22% Students Sponsorship

11%

7%

Community Education about Mission

4%

Consultancy Services to Partner Colleges

how
do
weALLOCATE
resources

Donor Services and Reporting

NET ASSETS

6% Faculty Study Grants			

4%
36% Campus and Educational Infrastructure

*Full audited accounts are available from the OCA office. Accounts audited by Shedden and Green Partners.
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Dr Nativity Petallar, Associate Program Director, Holistic Child Development at AGST Partner School (APNTS), Manilla, Philippines
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Engaging Hearts
Engaging Minds
Engaging Communities

What’s on in

2013

Commit • Connect • Consult • Come
There are many ways to get involved in the work of Overseas Council Australia. Opportunities include;
volunteering in the OCA office, or hosting an international guest for dinner in your home, to offering your
professional services to one of our partner colleges, or coming along on an International Connection Tour. We
encourage you to consider engaging with our strategic ministry.

CONNECTION TOUR
OCA Connection Tours are a great way to be
encouraged in your Christian faith and to witness
firsthand the extraordinary ministries of the colleges
partnered with OCA. Travel is always with a small
group and Connection Tours include discovering
the history and culture of the country with visits
to major national sites. Connection Tours are
experiential and rewarding, providing a unique
opportunity to meet local people including the
students, faculty and graduates of the OCA partner
college, and to learn about the challenges they face
in their Christian ministries. For OCA partners it’s a
great way to meet your sponsored student, or to see
the college you support. So, next time you’re picking
a holiday destination, why not come along on an
OCA Connection Tour.

CONSULTANCY
OCA Consulting is focused on meeting the
operational and management needs of partner
colleges and providing specialised counsel as
required. OCA seeks to understand what the
challenges and opportunities are, then to deliver
effective and culturally relevant expertise from our
range of volunteer Christian consultants. Ken Offord
recently joined the OCA team as the Consultancy
Program Director. The service is spiritual, personal
and professional, offering an ongoing, supportive
relationship for OCA partner colleges. If you have
particular skills and expertise that could benefit
an educational institution, specifically in the area
of governance, strategic planning, curriculum
development or program accreditation, then please
contact our office to find out how to get involved.

ENGAGE AN OCA
INTERNATIONAL SPEAKER
Every year OCA hosts senior faculty from partner
colleges. These visiting speakers give a snapshot of
their strategic ministry in context. In March 2013
OCA will host two faculty members from Christian
Leaders Training College in Papua New Guinea; Mr
Maxon Mani, Lecturer in Contemporary Youth Issues
and Mr George Mombi, Lecturer in New Testament
Studies. Both men are undertaking Masters’ degrees
and will present talks on their research areas;
Maxon on ‘Prosperity and Suffering in the Pacific
Context’, George on ‘Christ’s Death through the Book
of Galatians’. OCA speakers are available to speak
to audiences at theological colleges, Churches and
small group meetings. Hosting an OCA speaker is a
great way to introduce your friends to the dynamic
OCA ministry and to meet an inspiring Christian
leader from an OCA partner college.

SPONSOR A STUDENT
OCA’s Sponsorship Program recognises the value
of sponsoring national students who will become
the future leaders of the church in the developing
world. Each year ten thousand new leaders graduate
from colleges supported by the Overseas Council
network. By funding nationals to train in their own
context, the church is provided with competent
Christian leaders for sustained growth. By training
Christian nationals, you are partnering with not
just an individual, but a Christian minister who will
invest their time and energy in ministry within their
own culture and context. The value to the kingdom
is unparalleled. Call OCA Sponsorship Program
Coordinator, Linda Peterson, to discuss sponsoring a
student who is currently seeking support.

For more information about getting involved in one of these strategic opportunities,
Phone: 1300 889 593 or Email: opmgr@overseascouncil.com.au
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VOLUNTEER
OCA welcomes volunteers from all walks of life with
a passion to equip nationals for ministry. There are
currently several fulfilling opportunities to work
with OCA. Whether you’re a professional, student or
retiree, OCA volunteers become valuable members
of the OCA team. Perhaps you have time and skills
that you could offer the OCA office in Parramatta.
Currently OCA is looking for volunteers to assist with
events, administration and data entry, publicity and
web design, and general office duties.

February
9th to 22nd
OCA Connection Tour to
3 partner colleges in India.
Also visit the Taj Mahal and
other historic sites.

March
13th to 25th
Faculty members from CLTC, Papua
New Guinea, are coming to launch the
‘Pasifika Strategy,’ and to present talks
around the nation

BEQUEST
A bequest to Overseas Council Australia releases
funds to invest in theological education for years
ahead. The students OCA support know their local
culture, context and language. OCA’s Bequest
Program is an invitation to include OCA in your
will, and to make a bequest which will pay eternal
dividends. OCA uses bequest money to further
the growth of quality evangelical colleges in the
developing world. The Bequest Program includes the
option of advising the OCA Board of the preferences
for your gift. This simplifies the conditions of your
will and at the same time indicates to the Board the
details of your interest. The Board will apply your gift
to the OCA project(s) with the closest match to your
nominated preference at the time of allocation.

My HOPE & EXPECTATION
is that the CONSULTANCY EXPERIENCE
will achieve good results
& enrich everyone involved.
KEN OFFORD, OCA CONSULTANCY PROGRAM DIRECTOR

There’s a need for a

GENERATION OF

LEADERS throughout the

Pacific to regain their

CONFIDENCE in biblical

CHRISTIANITY.

Consider your involvement
in the TRAINING of

CHRISTIAN LEADERS

an eternal investment that
will yield RESULTS,
not only in the life to come, but also

HERE & NOW

in the PACIFIC REGION
REV DR MA’AFU PALU.
SENIOR LECTURER IN BIBLICAL STUDIES,
SIA’ATOUTAI THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE, TONGA

October 25th to
November 9th
OCA Annual Dinner Series.
Join OCA supporters to celebrate the
ministry with international guest,
Dr. Ashish Chrispal, Overseas Council
International’s Regional Director
for Asia.
Cuzco, Perú, depicting Latin identity and diversity. Image supplied by FUSBC
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In 07-08 222 students were sponsored by OCA,
71 students graduated from 10 OCA partner colleges.

South Asia Institute of Advanced Christian Studies, India

13

Madras Theological College, India

11

Christian Leaders Training College, Papua New Guinea

14

Phnom Pehn Bible School, Cambodia

3

Nusuntara Bible College Indonesia

6

Tyrannus Bible College Indonesia

4

Lanka Bible College, Sri Lanka

1

Carlile College, Kenya

4

Jordan Evangelical Theological Seminary, Jordan

2

Total

Youth
Pastors

WORKING
IN HUMAN
TRAFFICKING,
HIV AND AIDS,
MEDICAL TEAMS
AND PRISON
MINISTRY

71

MINISTRY IN AMMAN, AN OCA GRADUATE STORY
The evangelical church in Jordan though small
is a powerful voice within the region. With an
estimated 2.5% Christian population in Jordan,
Majdy’s ministry in the region he lives in and
serves is a testimony to the immense value of his
theological training.

Amman is the capital, and largest city of the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan with a population
of more than two million. The church is located
in a poor and crowded gang land area and is
surrounded by a mountainous region with few
established churches and little outreach to the
people that live there. Majdy seeks to train mature
Christian leaders and has a vision to plant ten
house churches to reach a greater number of
families who have not heard the gospel message.

“We thank God for Jordan & the peace we enjoy,
we see God’s hand over Jordan with protection. We
appreciate the faithfulness of your partnership
in our ministry,” says Majdy.
Majdy and Ezees are thankful to the Lord for the
love, prayers and support shown through their
Australian sponsors, not only for Majdy’s studies
at JETS, but also for the continued prayer for their
ministry.

SUPPORTING OCA AND SUSTAINABLE MINISTRY OUTCOMES
Paul and Rachel Dettmann first became involved
with Overseas Council Australia through good
friends and fellow Overseas Council Australia
supporters, John and Cathy Altmann. Paul and
Rachel, who live near Kyneton in Central Victoria
with their five children, Zac (not pictured),
Rebekah, Ari, Knox and Tate, have a strong
tradition of philanthropy on both sides of their
families. Rachel says, “I’m involved with Overseas
Council Australia because I grew up with a strong
conviction that supporting indigenous ministry

was the most effective way of growing God’s
kingdom. Not the only way, but certainly one of
the best.”
For Paul, supporting ministry training through
Overseas Council Australia is; “a great way to
deliver a culturally appropriate and sustainable
model for theological education in the majority
world, and that’s a really valuable thing to do!”
Paul and Rachel currently provide OCA
sponsorships for students studying in India.

Class OF

2007
Where
ARE

they

now

Majdy Jaras completed a Bachelor of Theology at
Jordan Evangelical Theological School (JETS) in
April 2007. Now Majdy serves as pastor of a church
in Misdar, Amman alongside his wife Ezees who
leads the women’s ministry. Majdy and Ezees have
four children, Lydia, Nadir, Nardine and Moheb.

Majdy and his wife Ezees also serve as leaders in
the ‘Towards Better Marriage’ ministry, helping
married couples to learn the basics for biblically
solid marriages. This program helps families to
be an effective witness to other families in their
community.

GRADUATES IN MINISTRY

3

13

Women’s
Ministry Workers

Allahabad Bible College, India

13 MISSIONARIES

No of Graduates

Bible College
Principals in the
South Pacific

Church Pastors

IN INDIA, CAMBODIA,
INDONESIA, KENYA
AND PAPUA NEW
GUINEA

OCA Partner College

Post
Graduate
Students

LECTURERS

OCA Graduates of

BIBLE
TRANSLATORS

5 years on

OCA is a great way to deliver a culturally appropriate and sustainable model
for THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION in the MAJORITY WORLD. PAUL DETTMANN

Alister and Jenni Lang from St Paul’s Warragul have
been supporting students through OCA for over a
decade. Majdy Jaras is one of more than a dozen
students that Alister and Jenni have faithfully
supported in that time.

From Top: Majdy and Ezees Jaras, JETS graduate currently ministering in Misdar, Amman
Bishop Stephen Hale, Senior Minister, St Hilary’s Anglican Church, Kew and Nicola Templeton, OCA Director Melbourne
OCA Partners, Barry and Heather Henderson at home, June 2012.
Opposite page: Paul and Rachel Dettman with four of their children at home in Central Victoria, May 2012
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2

3

I feel your

presence
near me.I shall
FOREVER

11

remain INDEBTED
to you. May the

LORD

bless& sustain

5

you as you seek
to build a

community for

4

CHRIST in

Africa.
THANK YOU.
BARRACK OLOUCH
to his sponsors
Steve and Dior Mahnken

6

7

13

9

8
12
10
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1 AGST graduate, Sierry Tendero, with children
from her school for underprivileged children in
Manila, Philippines
2 Students gathered from ABS, Allahabad, India
3 Rebecca Achieng Owino, 2nd Year Urban Mission
student from Carlile College, serving doughnuts on
orientation day at Kibera campus
4 Students from CLTC, Mount Hagen, PNG
5 MTSC students praying together, Chennai, India
6 PPBS Students in prayer, Phnom Penh, Cambodia
7 Students gathered from JETS, Amman, Jordon
8 Students gathered from GWC, Muizenberg, South Africa
9 Students gathered from MEGTS, Yangon, Myanmar
10 AGST student taking communion, Manila, Philippines
11 ZBI student playing basketball, Rawalpindi, Pakistan
12 MBTI student with her graduation certificate,
Coromandel, Mauritius
13 ABTS representatives reflecting people reconciled
throughout the Church in the Arab World
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I PRAY

that your

PARTNERSHIP

WITH US IN THE FAITH MAY BE EFFECTIVE

in deepening your understanding of
every GOOD THING we share

for the sake of
Christ.
PHILEMON 1:6

Thank you to our partner colleges for their enthusiastic and creative contribution to this Annual Report.
Thank you to the OCA partner who generously donates all printing to OCA.
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